
REGIONAL SPATIAL PLANNING 

WORKSHOP

Preparing for upcoming governance and 

decision-making responsibilities



Workshop Purpose

What regional 
spatial planning is

01
Where we are at

02
Your role as 
decision makers

03







Drives 
infrastructure 

investment

1

Identifies growth 
areas

2

Basis for 
Government 

conversations

3

Direction for land 
use and natural 

environment plans

4

The Benefits of Spatial Planning







Council 
decisions

Independent 
Hearings 

Panel

Plan 
development

Spatial 
Planning 

Committee

Process 
agreement

Basic Process Steps







6421

Approve Process 
Agreement 

including funding

Appoint reps to Spatial 
Planning Committees

3

Approve 
Committee terms 

of reference

Approve draft spatial 
plan for notification

5

Appoint 
Independent 

Hearings Panel

Approve final Regional 
Spatial Plan

7

Support 
implementation 
and monitoring



Waikato



Bay of Plenty

• Preparing establishment

• Waiting on enactment

• Use existing spatial plans

• 10 Sept Mayoral Forum
• Statutory minimum

• Use Joint committees

• Decisions before Christmas



Key take aways

• RSPs are now an important part of the planning process

• They will be expensive & will need budget provision 

• Council will have key decisions to make 

• Important that the Council representative/s stays connected

• Staff will be back with more detail once legislation is enacted
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