
   

Taupō District Plan Review - Rural Environment Section  

What is the Rural Environment?  

The Rural Environment applies to most of the land outside of our urban settlements. It contains forestry, 

farming, native bush, lifestyle blocks, energy generation sites and other activities. The Rural 

Environment is the largest zone within the Taupō District.   

What are we doing as part of the review?  

We are looking at what is working well in the Rural Environment, and what isn’t working so well. We will 

be developing a new set of provisions for the Rural Environment, which will be included in the new 

District Plan. These provisions will guide how and where development can occur in the Rural 

Environment over the next 10 years.   

What are the issues in the Rural Environment?  

We have looked at the Rural Environment provisions in the Operative District Plan. In addition, we have 

reviewed information such as resource consent data. We have identified 5 ‘issues’ that are relevant to 

the rural environment. These issues are presented below.    

1. Lifestyle block demand  

We need to get a better understanding of the level of demand for lifestyle blocks (below 10ha 

in size) will be over the life of the Plan, and whether there will be an appropriate supply.  If we 

were going to allow for more, we also need to consider the implications of this such as the cost 

of providing the servicing (especially roads and water), rural amenity (how the rural environment 

looks and when does rural start looking like residential) and whether it’s an efficient use of our 

land resource.   

2. Second dwellings on smaller blocks  

We know there is some demand for second dwellings on sites less than 10ha.  This might be 

for an AirBnB or for other family members.  This matter raises similar issues to issue 1 and once 

again we want to make sure that the rural environment doesn’t start looking like the urban 

environment.    

3. Changes in Rural Industry  

There is a growing trend of innovative uses of rural land such as agribusiness, tourism and 

recreation opportunities which may not currently be provided for under the Operative Plan.  We 

need to work out if we want to provide for these activities while ensuring it doesn’t impact on 

neighbouring properties. 

 

 

 

 



4. Appropriate land use  

There are a range of land uses and activities happening within the rural environment that are 

not strictly rural, for example recreational facilities.  Because of this, we need to consider:  

o If this current approach is a problem or whether some of these non-rural land uses may 

be better suited to an alternative zoning.   

o We need to understand what the ‘look and feel’ of the rural environment is.  

o How conflict between the diverse range of activities in the rural environment can be 

avoided.  

  

5. National Planning Standards   

In April 2019, the government will gazette the National Planning Standards, which will set a 

template for our new District Plan. Indications are at this stage, that the rural environment will 

need to be divided into new zones: Rural zone, Rural production zone, Rural lifestyle zone and 

Rural settlement.  

This will result in the current rural environment being divided into rural subzones.  This may 

mean new planning provisions which don’t currently exist within the Operative Plan.  

 

We would like to hear back from you on whether you think we have accurately captured the ‘issues’. 

We would also like to hear about other issues you may have experienced.   

 

What do you think?  

We want to hear your thoughts on:  

o Do you agree with the issues that we have identified?  

o Do you have any suggestions on how we should deal with the issues? 

o Are there any issues in the rural environment that you believe we have missed?  

o Is there anything else that you would like to tell us about the rural environment?  


