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Overview of communications and engagement  

• TDC Engagement Team delivered six in-person engagement events 
across the district with an estimated 96 people attending

• Communications: newspaper, radio and digital advertising of the 
survey.

• Website: Over 3000 page views making it the most-visited page on 
the TDC website for the month to date, with 1763 click throughs to 
the survey.

• Social media: Eight Facebook posts with a total of 59,842 views, 630 
interactions and 253 click throughs to the survey.

• Survey submissions: 1113 in total including 56 hard copy and 1057 
online.



Feedback themes
• Community is confused about the ‘why’ – what the rationale and purpose 

is for amalgamation and the speed at which it’s being done.
• The mood is cautious, concerned and protective of Taupō District’s local 

identity, assets and decision-making authority.
• Some responses support reform in principle, mainly for potential 

efficiencies, reduced duplication and stronger regional capability. But many 
are sceptical that amalgamation will deliver lower costs, better services or 
improved accountability.

• A recurring message is that TDC should not be rushed into any 
arrangement without clear evidence of benefit and should actively 
advocate for its district’s interests rather than accept a govt outcome.

• Expectation that TDC should protect local voice, assets, finances, 
environment, identity and community relationships.







Question 2 commentary
• Little variance between priorities with the top eight all scoring highly as ‘most 

important’ or ‘somewhat important’. 
• Financial sustainability and debt protection: Any potential partner to be assessed 

carefully, with concern that TDC ratepayers could end up subsidising other 
councils with higher debt or poorer infrastructure. Repeated concern that TDC’s 
assets and investments such as the TEL fund should be ring-fenced and used for 
Taupō District benefit. 

• Affordable rates and value for money: Comments emphasise keeping rates 
affordable, reducing waste, improving accountability, focusing on core services, 
and avoiding spending without clear benefits.

• Quality infrastructure and core services: Maintaining a strong focus on water, 
wastewater, roading, rubbish, parks, transport, emergency management, and 
community facilities. 

• Protect local identity and character: any future structure should protect Taupō 
District’s unique local character, lifestyle, amenity, and tourism reputation.





• In the comments, staying within Waikato region is mentioned often. Feedback also includes 
Rotorua and South Waikato as major preferences. 

• There is a strong preference for Taupō District to remain as status quo and not merge.



The question allowed up to 2 choices. It is calculated by dividing the count of responses for an option by the total number of people that 
completed the question, then converting to a %. Note the total may not equal 100% due to rounding to the nearest whole number. For multi-
answer questions, the total percentage will be higher than 100%.
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