
These are some of the infrastructure and core service projects Council is currently working on.
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QUARTERLY
HIGHLIGHTS

To read these news stories and more 
head to: www.taupo.govt.nz/news
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A new mayor and council were elected at 
the local government elections on 11 
October. Turnout for the Taupō District 
was 55.36 percent, which put our district 
among the highest turnouts nationally! 
We hit our target figure of 99 percent of 
dogs in our district registered, thanks to 
the hard work of our customer service and 
compliance teams. Thank you to all the 
responsible dog owners who recognise 
the importance of registering their pooch 
to keep their dog and our community safe.
The Government assessed and accepted 
Council’s Water Services Delivery Plan. 
This allows council to continue planning 
for delivering water services in a 
financially-sustainable way, while also 
meeting investment requirements and 
government standards for drinking and 
wastewater.
July’s Choose to Reuse Challenge saved 
almost 3000 single-use cups from landfill, 
with well over 500 entries from people 
taking their own cups to cafes in Taupō, 
Tūrangi and Mangakino. Shout out to all 
the amazing cafés and Towncentre Taupō 
who supported the challenge.
Taupō District Council’s swim school has 
once again achieved Platinum status from 
Swimming NZ. It is an achievement only a 
handful of other swim schools around the 
country have ever received and is only 
given to those that meet strict criteria.
Taupō Museum hosted the Freaky 
Features: Colossal Squid exhibition, fresh 
from Te Papa. Following its successful run 
at the museum, the Punarua exhibit, a 
giant piupiu woven by a local art 
collective,  has now been placed on 
permanent display.
Taupō Library introduced a new recurring 
event Paws for Pages, where children 
read to therapy dogs - boosting reading 
confidence and supporting mental 
wellbeing.
Taupō Airport’s apron redevelopment 
project, which was completed on time 
and within budget, won an award for 
Infrastructure Project of the Year at the 
New Zealand Airports annual hui.
Taupō District Council senior water 
operator George Jackson won the award 
for operator of the year at the Water 
Industry Operations Group annual 
conference and awards. George’s job 
includes running our water treatment 
plants and making sure the water we 
drink is fresh and safe.

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENTS
Work is underway to replace water mains in 
the Tūrangi industrial area, Tauhara Rd and 
Acacia Bay Road.

STORMWATER INTERCEPTOR, 
TE RANGITAUTAHANGA ROAD, TŪRANGI
To protect the Hīrangi Stream by 
preventing stormwater getting into it, we’re 
installing a high-tech piece of infrastructure on 
Te Rangitautahanga Rd. The in-ground device, 
known as a Vortceptor, removes contaminants 
and debris from stormwater before it enters local 
waterways and ultimately, Lake Taupō. The 
Tūrangi Vortceptor joins 12 other similar devices 
across the district and will be virtually invisible 
once installed beneath the road.

OMORI, PUKAWA AND KURATAU 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Another water treatment plant is being built to 
make all council-supplied water compliant with 
Drinking Water Standards New Zealand. This 
plant, behind the Omori Community Hall, is a $8.3 
million project. Similar to Kinloch’s new plant, it 
has been built to a high seismic (earthquake) 
standard. It will use a membrane and UV 
treatment system to produce 2,000 cubic metres 
of safe drinking water per day, with capacity for 
future growth. Construction has been underway 
since October 2024 and the plant is scheduled to 
be brought online by December 2025.

MOTUOAPA WATER TREATMENT PLANT
This new $8.3 million Water Treatment 
Plant on Parekawa Drive will provide 
residents with a higher degree of 
protection for their drinking water supply. 
Included in the cost is a new water supply 
pipe from the intake to the plant. The plant 
itself will have the same state-of-the-art 
membrane and UV treatment process as 
Omori and Kinloch. It will be able to treat 
over 1,200 cubic metres of water at peak 
production which will help improve supply 
and also service planned future growth for 
Motuoapa. Completion is expected in late 
2026.

A NEW WATER RESERVOIR AT THE TOP 
OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, TAUPŌ
If you’re driving along the East Taupō 
Arterial section of SH1 behind Richmond 
Heights you will have seen this concrete 
beauty on the ridge. This new reservoir will 
service the rapidly-growing Taupō South 
area. As with most of our other water 
reservoirs, treated water is pumped to the 
reservoir and from there, gravity-fed to the 
houses and businesses in the area.

WATER PROJECTS
KINLOCH WATER TREATMENT PLANT
This has been a $20 million project over nearly 
seven years while we upgraded the water pipe 
network and built a state-of-the-art water 
treatment plant for the fast-growing village of 
Kinloch. The new plant has been constructed to 
withstand a significant earthquake, with 
deep-driven piles throughout the building 
footprint. It will use a membrane and UV 
treatment system to produce 5,000 cubic 
metres of safe drinking water per day. 
Construction has finished and the plant is now 
operating and supplying water.

THE BIG PROJECTS: 

The new Kinloch Water Treatment Plant 
is now up and running. 

Work to install a stormwater interceptor on 
Te Rangitautahanga Rd, Tūrangi.

The foundations being poured for the new Motuoapa Water Treatment Plant in Parekawa Drive.
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TRANSPORT
ROAD RENEWALS
This one’s hard to miss - a major renewal of Lake Terrace, from 
Mere Rd to Matuku St. Last year we gave the stretch of Lake 
Terrace along the main lakefront a fresh, smooth coat of seal. At 
the same time, we were busy installing a new wastewater main 
underneath the rest of Lake Terrace. Now, that section of road is 
getting its own facelift. This is a big project and weather depen-
dent. We expect to have it finished before the summer holiday 
season kicks o�.

We also have road resealing projects underway or planned for 
Norman Smith St, te Heuheu St, Mapara Rd and Wairākei Dr, plus 
a renewal and widening of Broadlands Rd.

NEW ROUNDABOUTS AT TAHAREPA/CROWN RD AND 
TAHAREPA RD/AC BATHS AVE INTERSECTIONS
These two high-risk intersections are being made safer, with a 
roundabout built at each. This will improve tra�c flows and make 
the intersections safer and easier to negotiate. At the Taharepa 
Rd/Crown Rd intersection we’ve also added a new pedestrian 
crossing and more parking by the Tauhara shops. 

The Taharepa Rd/Crown Rd intersection is already finished and 
contractors have moved onto the Taharepa Rd/AC Baths Ave/
Tauhara Rd site. Finishing works, which include resealing Taharepa 
Rd between the Tauhara shops and Te Hātepe Ave, will be done 
after the busy summer holiday period is over.

RESERVES & COMMUNITY 
FACILITIES
OWEN DELANY PARK UPGRADE
Thanks to $5.3 million of external funding, we have been able to 
bring forward a significant upgrade to this heavily-used sports 
facility that serves the whole district for sports, events and concerts. 
Last year new lights for the main sportsground were installed and now 
we’re building a community sports hub with eight new changing 
rooms and upgrading the car park. This project will be finished next 
year.

MANGAKINO LAKEFRONT DEVELOPMENT
We shared the three design concepts for the Mangakino lakefront 
with the community in September. We received 145 feedback 
submissions, and these have been summarised and given to the 
project team to take on board for the final design. We have also 
located the on site services in preparation for ground works, 
completed a topographic survey, and taken soil samples from the 
lakebed at the proposed boat ramp locations. We plan to begin work 
in early 2026.

NORTHCROFT RESERVE UPGRADE
This project will transform an uneven piece of grassy reserve with
stunning lakefront views into a multi-use recreation space.
It involves replacing topsoil to level the ground and installing a new 
concrete path as well as a drinking fountain, bike rack and picnic table.

RATES REVALUATIONS 
COMING IN 2026
In our last newsletter, we talked about the upcoming property 
revaluations which we expect will be sent out in May 2026, although 
their e�ective date will be as at 1 September 2025.  
We know revaluations can be confusing! We’re often asked to explain 
how a change in your property’s valuation might a�ect your rates. 
It’s a common misconception that a higher property value 
automatically means higher rates, and vice versa. In reality, your rates 
are influenced by how your property’s new value compares to the 
average value change across the district. 

Each year Council sets the total amount of rates required to fund all its 
services and this does not increase or decrease based on valuations. 
Individual changes in property value redistribute how that total is 
shared, rather than changing the overall amount collected. 
To put it another way, if you think of the total amount of rates 
collected as a pie, each property’s value contributes a slice to the pie. 
When there is a revaluation, the size of the pie doesn’t change, but 
your property’s slice of the pie may get bigger or smaller.

To help you understand this better, we’ve updated the revaluation 
FAQs on our website. You can find them at taupo.govt.nz/valuations.

INCOMING NEW MAYOR 
AND COUNCIL
Congratulations to incoming Taupō District Mayor John Funnell and 
all new and returning councillors who were elected in the local body 
elections on 11 October. 

The election included a binding poll on the Māori ward. The result was 
to remove the ward for the 2028 and 2031 local elections.

New Taupō District Mayor John 
Funnell and his partner Chrissy Simmen.

Mangakino lakefront.

Workers putting the finishing touches to the new 
Taharepa Rd/Crown Rd roundabout last month.


