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QUARTERLY
HIGHLIGHTS

Omori’s new $8.3 million water treatment plant
commissioned and supplying compliant
drinking water to Omori, Kuratau and Pukawa.

A 1.7km section of Broadlands Rd between
View Rd and White Rd was resealed and
widened.

Taupd hosted another successful Supercars
event, shortened to two days due to a cyclone
forecast. This year’s round included plenty of
community activities including the popular
Track to Town event.

Design work on Tdrangi’'s new public toilet is
progressing. A new block with a unique
exterior that reflects its location will replace the
current toilets on Te Rangitautahanga Rd later
this year.

Nine lots at the Crown Road Industrial Estate
sold, with Council using $5 million of the
proceeds towards paying down debt, saving
ratepayers $200,000 in interest costs annually.

Water pipeline renewals across Acacia Bay
were finished last month. This project has
replaced all old pipelines in the Acacia Bay
area.

The new community sports hub being built at
Owen Delany Park reached a milestone, with
the roof going on.
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Work near the Napier Rd/Arrowsmith Ave
roundabout (above) is progressing. Sheet
piling has been installed to stabilise the gully
and allow the footbridge and footpath to be
reinstated to improve pedestrian safety.

The interior of the 34-year-old Great Lake
Centre updated with improved sound and
lighting, hall and theatre upgrades and a
refresh of bathrooms and backstage areas.

New Motuoapa Water Treatment Plant
building completed; fit out of the plant’s
equipment, tanks, filters and disinfection units
is underway.

The ANZCO IRONMAN New Zealand event in
Taupd opened the 2026 Pro Series Champion-
ships for the first time with a record number of
professional athletes. Notably, 47 percent of
IRONMAN 70.3 athletes were female, a global
IRONMAN record!

Footpath from the Tongariro St/Spa Rd
roundabout to Norman Smith St upgraded to
improve safety and access for pedestrians and
cyclists; and better connect to Acacia Bay.

To read these news stories and more
head to: www.taupo.govt.nz/news
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COUNCIL CONFIRMS DRAFT FINANCIAL DIRECTION
FOR 2026/2027 ANNUAL PLAN

Taupo District Council is proposing an average
rates increase of 6.6 per cent in its 2026/27 Annual
Plan.

The increase is slightly lower than the 6.7 per cent
forecast in the Long-term Plan 2024-34, which was
adopted in September 2024. The revised figure
reflects cost-control measures and trade-offs to
respond to affordability concerns while continuing
to fund essential services.

These include deferring some planned projects,
tightening operating assumptions, and avoiding
higher-risk options. Council has focused on
protecting essential services and infrastructure

while managing costs.

Nearly half of the 6.6 per cent figure, or 2.9 per
cent of the increase relates to water, with the
council responding to central government
demands to invest more in water services and
separate them from other council activities.
While the 6.6 per cent is a draft figure, it is subject
to change if economic conditions worsen before
the Annual Plan is adopted on 30 June. Fuel
uncertainty and interest rate increases may affect
the timing or cost of some projects.

You can read the full media release on our
website: taupo.govt.nz/news.
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A new stormwater interceptor being installed in TGrangi last year. Water services and projects make up 2.9 per cent of the

forecast average rates increase of 6.6 per cent.

HAVE YOU SEEN THE NEW TAUPO DISTRICT COUNCIL

RUBBISH AND RECYCLING TRUCKS?

These beauties took to the road in the Taupd District last month, replacing the previous blue and green

branded kerbside collection fleet.

With our contractor EnviroNZ upgrading their collection trucks in the district, we took the opportunity to
remind everyone of what can - and can’t - be collected, and the importance of recycling to reduce waste,
and to reduce your costs of disposing of rubbish. Some of the existing fleet will continue to be used.

The red waste trucks, which collect rubbish and take it to the landfill, wish they were recycling trucks
instead. That’s because up to 60 percent of the waste being collected in these trucks could have been
recycled instead, at no cost. All it takes is a little bit of thought and a few more seconds to clean and sort

recyclables instead of tossing them in the trash.

Kerbside recycling is already paid for in your rates so it

. makes financial sense to recycle as much as you can
instead of paying for rubbish stickers or bags. You can
also recycle a huge range of other materials at our
Broadlands Rd Landfill & Transfer Station and our
district transfer stations. Everything from old whiteware
to waste oil and batteries is accepted.
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Find out what can be recycled in the Taupo District
here: taupo.govt.nz/recycling.
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WET WIPES BLOCKAGES AND FATBERGS AN
INCREASING HEADACHE FOR COUNCILS

Along with other councils around the country, we’ve noticed an increase in wastewater pipes being blocked by
people being careless with what they flush down their toilets and sinks.

A major cause is wet wipes. A wastewater blockage last While we have a regular pipe monitoring and

October was caused by a bunch of wet wipes and a

flushing programme, a pipe can become blocked

baby’s bib getting caught on items in the pipe, including very quickly.

a toilet brush.

Fat is another culprit. Fat washed into the wastewater
system down your kitchen sink cools and congeals

around the perimeter of the wastewater pipe and over
time, slowly blocks it. Wipes and rags in pipes provide

Blocked wastewater pipes back up, causing

It can make its way into the stormwater system,
and from there into our lake and rivers. It can also
overflow into people’s homes via their sink or

an extra surface for fat to cling to, creating fatbergs. toilet.

Some simple tips to help prevent wastewater blockages:

Only flush the
three Ps - pee,
toilet paper and
poo - nothing else!

Or, wipe out all the
liquid fat with a
paper towel.

PUT YOUR COMMUNITY

IN THE LEAD WITH
COMMUNITY-LED
PLANNING

The Council’s Community Development team is
pleased to support a new way for communities
to shape their own future, called Community-led

Planning.

Community-led Planning is a simple, shared
process that helps communities decide what
matters most to them and how they want their
neighbourhoods to grow. These are community

plans, not Council plans.

This approach puts communities in charge and
supports them to make real, meaningful
improvements to their quality of life by helping
them develop local solutions to community
issues. Council’s role is to support communities,
help remove barriers, and connect community

priorities with wider district goals.

For information, email:
community@taupo.govt.nz

Leave fatty pots
and pans to cool,
then scrape the fat
into the rubbish,
not down the sink.

Dispose of wet If you spot an
wipes into the overflow from a
rubbish. Despite manhole or
what the packaging anything else
may claim, they are water-related that
not flushable. doesn’t look right,
notify us straight
away on
07 376 0899 or
0800 ASK TDC
) so the team can
investigate
-~ immediately.
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PAYING RATES? MAKE YOUR LIFE (AND OURS) EASIER!

RATES REMITTANCE ADVICE
TAUPO DISTRICT COUNCIL

Bloggs Joe

23 Anywhere St
Anytown
Taupo District

e 0800 ASK TDC @ info@taupo.govt.nz

manholes to pop and the wastewater to overflow.

OPTING IN FOR
THE WIN!

A big thank you to all the people
who opted in to receive their rates
by email during our Opt In
campaign last month.

Everyone went in the draw for a
great prize. We gave away tickets
to Supercars, AC Baths and Turtle

Pools passes and Fitness Studio
and Taupd Rockwall memberships!

It’s never too late to opt in to get
your rates by email. It saves time,
paper and postage and keeps you
up-to-date with what’s going on at
Council.

Just jump on this link:
taupo.govt.nz/optin.

CALL FOR
SUBMISSIONS TO
PLAN CHANGES
44 AND 45 TO
THE TAUPO
DISTRICT PLAN

Pursuant to Clause 5(2) of the First
Schedule of the Resource Manage-
ment Act 1991, Taupo District
Council gives notice that Plan
Changes 44 and 45 are now
available and invites any interested
party to make a submission.

Plan Change 44 makes changes to
the bulk and location provisions of
the Residential Zones and adds
some new (already developed as
residential) residential zones. Plan
Change 45 adds new neighbour-
hood centres and makes minor
changes to the bulk and location
provisions of the Neighbourhood
Centre Zone.

For full details, Section 32 reports
and to make a submission visit
www.taupo.govt.nz/districtplanre-
view. Documents are also available
at customer service centres in
Taupd, Tarangi and Mangakino.
Submissions close at 4.30pm on
Tuesday, 2 June 2026.

For enquiries, phone (07) 376 0899
or email districtplan@taupo.govt.nz.

Julie Gardyne - Chief Executive

GREAT LAKE TAUPO
Taupd District Council

If you’re paying your
(_\ rates online, be sure to

include the correct

reference number so we

e can match the payment
OOXXXXXX to your account.

If you pay your rates by

Bank account and Particulars:

Payment References for
online & Internet banking Code:
02-0428-0220004-00 -
(BNZ, Taupo) Reference:

Instalment Number:
Last Date for Payment:

AMOUNT NOW DUE:

@taupo.govt-nz o TaupoDistrictCouncil

Bloggs Joe direct debit, no action is

3 required! Check your
rates invoice if you’re not

20/05/2026 sure - there will be a note

at the bottom. Your rates

$1,234.56 will be automatically paid

on the due date.
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