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COMMUNITY NEWS WITH TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL SUMMER 2026

QUARTERLY
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Big Bang and Mini Bang 
fireworks at New Year’s Eve 
were a huge success. Thanks to 
Towncentre Taupō there was 
also live entertainment and 
music at Tapuaeharuru on 
Roberts St in the leadup. 

Following October’s local 
government elections, Council’s 
new mayor and councillors were 
sworn in. 

Taupō Museum hosted the 
exhibition Āta by international-
ly-renowned Taupō master 
carver Delani Brown, which was 
followed by the Te Papa 
travelling exhibition Rūaumoko.

Council’s waste minimisation 
team ran a successful Stationery 
Revive Project, which gathered 
nearly 6000 stationery items 
during December and January, 
including new or barely-used 
books, pencils, pens and 
other items. The items were 
repurposed and made available 
to communities around the 
district. 

Renewed 2km of Lake Terrace’s surface, finishing 
with a smooth new coat of seal between Mere Rd 
and Matuku St. Some 6500 tonnes of asphalt were 
laid on top of 24,000 cubic metres of chipseal. The 
job used 1400 litres of paint and anti-skid and took 
12,000 worker hours all up. Despite the mammoth 
size of this project, it was completed in three months.

Built a new roundabout at the intersection of 
Tauhara Rd, AC Baths Ave and Taharepa Rd in 
Taupō. This was a problematic, high-risk intersec-
tion which is now flowing much more smoothly and 
safely.

Begun renewing a 1.7km stretch of Broadlands Rd, 
making the trip into Taupō and back smoother for 
people heading to the north-eastern part of our 
district.

Resealed tennis and basketball courts at Tūrangi, 
Omori, Motuoapa and Whareroa with colourful 
new PlexiPave acrylic court surfaces. The tennis 
courts have also had pickleball markings added to 
cater for this fast-growing sport.

Revamped the Northcroft Reserve to 
transform it into a multi-purpose, multi-use 
space that can be used for a variety of events 
and markets. The project included a new 
footpath, irrigation, picnic table, drinking 
fountain, levelling and regrassing.

Began commissioning the new Omori Water 
Treatment Plant, which will begin operating 
this month. The new plant will mean a safer and 
more resilient water supply for Omori and the 
surrounding areas.

Kicked o� a refurbishment of the interior of 
the Great Lake Centre. This venue is one of the 
district’s flagship facilities and after 32 years of 
constant operation, is in need of an interior 
facelift.

Partnered with Penny Homes, Classic Homes 
and Tūwharetoa Settlement Trust to o�er 
quality housing options for first home buyers and 
working families at Oroko Rise.

Continued work on our programme of water 
main renewals in Tūrangi.

Completed the new water reservoir at 
Tauhara Ridge. This 2000 cubic metre 
(200,000 litres) capacity reservoir will provide 
safe drinking water to Taupō’s rapidly-growing 
southern suburbs. 

IN THAT TIME WE HAVE:

It’s been a busy three months since our last Quarterly Kōrero update to you. 
WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT COUNCIL?

Installed sun shades at five playgrounds: 
Tongariro South Domain, Te Kapua Park Papa 
Tākaro, Pihanga St, Jarden Mile, The Circle.

To read these news stories and more 
head to: www.taupo.govt.nz/news

The smooth new surface of Lake Terrace.

Council’s waste minimisation o�cer Shannon Hanson 
with some of the repurposed school stationery.

Installed portable changing rooms at Hickling 
Park. Our rugby league and touch players and 
visiting teams now have a warm dry place to 
change and shower before and after games.

We formally opened the Kinloch 
Water Treatment Plant. This 
modern facility will ensure safe, 
compliant and reliable drinking 
water for Kinloch residents. 

The Taupō District's busy 
summer events season began 
with the Lake Taupō Cycle 
Challenge on 29 November.

Our annual Design Your Own 
Helmet Competition attracted 
251 creative and colourful entries 
to be airbrushed onto children’s 
bike helmets, with six winners 
selected. 

Southern community engagement advisor Marama Isherwood and Tūrangi Co-Governance Committee co-chair Te Wharau Walker Jr with the 
new shade sail at Te Kapua Park papa tākaro.

Finished installing the new stormwater 
interceptor under Te Rangitautahanga Rd in 
Tūrangi.
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New modern public toilet facilities in Tūrangi will be provided on the same 
site as the current public toilet block, which will be demolished. The new toilet 
facilities will be fabricated o�-site during the first part of the year and are 
expected to be installed and open in mid-2026.  

As required by the Government, we’re doing a big project to look at our 
stormwater network and natural hazards associated with stormwater flows. 
This is so that we can better inform property owners and residents of those 
hazards. As part of that we’re also assessing our stormwater network to make 
sure it’s fit for purpose. 

We’ll be renewing part of Taharepa Rd, from the Crown Rd shops down 
to near Te Hātepe Ave. The surface of this section of road is breaking up 
and needs attention. This mahi will be done in the first quarter of the year. 

As part of Council’s in-house delivery of waters services we’re working 
to implement the requirements of the coalition government’s Local 
Water Done Well reforms. This includes separating our waters services 
finances from other council activities. This work will ensure transparency, 
accountability and compliance with new economic regulations as well as to 
provide clear reporting to water authority Taumata Arowai and the 
Commerce Commission. 

Surveying work is underway and we’ll be progressing designs for the 
new water reservoir on Locheagles Rise Reserve, Kinloch. A new 
reservoir that meets seismic standards is needed to supply Kinloch’s 
growing population and to provide water for emergencies such as a large 
fire. We’ll be in touch with the village’s community for its input on options for 
how the new reservoir will look, including the plans for it to blend into the 
surrounding reserve area. 

NEW VALUATIONS ON THE WAY IN MAY
We know people are keen to see their new property value earlier if possible! 
However the valuation process must be audited by the O�ce of the Valuer-
General. 
We expect to send out Taupō District’s new property valuations in May. This means 
Council and our independent valuation provider Opteon are unable to give out the 
new values before this time. 

Depending on whether the value of your property has changed and how, a 
new valuation may also a�ect your rates. The common misconception about 
revaluations is that if property values rise, so does the amount of rates that 
Council collects. Instead, valuations help us work out everyone’s fair share of rates.

If you think about the council’s rates income as a pie, each property’s value makes 
up a slice of the pie. A district revaluation doesn’t change the size of the pie (the 
amount of rates Council receives) but it may change how that pie is divided up.
It’s the relative change in value compared to other properties that determines your 
rates bill. 

In other words, a ratepayer’s slice of pie might get bigger or smaller depending on 
how their property value has changed in relation to the average change in the 
district. The total amount of rates Council collects remains the same. 

In Motuoapa, work on a new water treatment plant is well advanced, with 
the foundations laid and the building now up. Planning is also underway for a new 
water treatment plant to serve the Hātepe community. 

The Mangakino lakefront development kicks o� with a shared pathway 
being built from Lakeview Place to the Waikato River Trails entrance on 
Lake Road. Signs will direct users to the pathway down to Lake Maraetai and 
there will be further pathway connections built during the lakefront 
development project. 

Continued progress at the new community sports hub at Owen Delany Park 
(below). This is expected to be open in September this year.

WHAT’S COMING UP IN THE YEAR AHEAD? 
THERE’S A BIG YEAR OF MAHI PLANNED AROUND THE DISTRICT. 

Work will start later this month to upgrade pedestrian and cycling access 
on the northbound side of Tongariro St and the Norman Smith St 
intersection. The project will widen the footpath from the Spa Rd roundabout 
and across Control Gates Bridge, as well as improving access through the 
reserve next to the Norman Smith St lights. The upgrade will make the route 
safer for pedestrians and cyclists and improve the connection with Acacia 
Bay. 

Our Events team are working to help event organisers taking advantage of 
the late summer/autumn weather. Anzco Foods IRONMAN and IRONMAN 
70.3 will both be held on Saturday 7 March and the Supercars zoom back 
into the district for the ITM Taupō Super 440 at the Taupō International 
Motorsport Park from 10 to 12 April. There’s also a range of smaller events 
for locals and visitors alike to enjoy.

UNSURE WHICH 
RUBBISH BAG?
60L IS THE 
MAXIMUM BAG 
SIZE OUR 
COLLECTORS 
CAN ACCEPT

Let’s sort it out.

Max 60 litres for kerbside.

As part of Council’s in-house delivery of waters services we’re working 
to implement the requirements of the coalition government’s Local 
Water Done Well reforms. This includes separating our waters services 
finances from other council activities. This work will ensure transparency, 
accountability and compliance with new economic regulations as well as to 
provide clear reporting to water authority Taumata Arowai and the 
Commerce Commission. 

Work will start later this month to upgrade pedestrian and cycling access 
on the northbound side of Tongariro St and the Norman Smith St 
intersection. The project will widen the footpath from the Spa Rd roundabout 
and across Control Gates Bridge, as well as improving access through the 
reserve next to the Norman Smith St lights. The upgrade will make the route 
safer for pedestrians and cyclists and improve the connection with Acacia 
Bay. 


