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TURANGI TONGARIRO COMMUNITY Board members Rob 
Severne and Clint Green have been appointed as coordinators 
of the Friendship City relationship with Kitashiobara in Japan. 

Friendship Cities, in comparison to Sister Cities, are a less 
formal social agreements between towns, cities and provinces 
in geographically and politically distinct areas to promote cultural 
and commercial ties. The intention is to foster friendship and 
understanding between different cultures and to encourage 
trade and tourism.

The Friendship City relationship between Turangi and 
Kitashiobara began in November 1997 when representatives 
of Kitashiobara were on a fact-finding trip to New Zealand and 
visited Turangi. The visitors thought Turangi would be a perfect 
match for Kitashiobara, as both share the backdrop of a lake 
and mountains and have a similar population base. A cherry 
tree commemorating the relationship was later planted outside 
the Turangi Library. 

Regular student exchanges took place until the major earthquake 
and tsunami struck Japan in 2011. Last year, representatives of 
Turangi travelled to Kitashiobara to rekindle the relationship 
and Rob Severne is keen to see ties strengthened with a view 
to possible economic opportunities. 

“I’m looking forward to further strengthening our relationship 
with Kitashiobara over the coming years. I think there is real 
benefit in this for Turangi, particularly around student exchanges, 
both to and from Kitashiobara,” he said.

STRENGTHENING TIES WITH FRIENDSHIP CITY 

RETAIL SPENDING 
ON THE RISE 

LET'S TALK TREES!

TURANGI HAS SEEN a significant increase 
in retail spending for the last quarter of 
2019, with a total of $18.9 million spent over  
three months. 

The latest Marketview report for the 
December 2019 quarter (October, November, 
December) shows that figure is an increase 
of 5.6 per cent on the same period in 2018.

Economic Relationship manager Jessica 
Simpson said it was a positive result for 
Turangi. 

“We’re seeing spending in Turangi coming 
from people from the wider Taupō district, 
Rotorua, Hawkes Bay and Wellington, with 
over 50 per cent of spending going on food 
and beverages.”

“Although Marketview only gives us a 
snapshot of the retail spend in the area, it’s 
great to see such a positive result in the lead 
up to the Christmas period and while tourism 
has been a major contributor to this growth, 
it's pleasing to see that the overall local spend 
has increased by 8 per cent as well,” she said.

The repor t  was  commiss ioned by  
Taupō District Council and spend data comes 
from electronic card transactions.

ACROSS THE DISTRICT, we have developed tree 
maintenance programmes for our settlements to help us 
manage the thousands of trees we have in our streets, 
park, reserves and other council-administered sites. 

These programmes align with our Tree and Vegetation 
policy which covers planting, maintenance, vandalism, 
removal and replacement of trees and helps to provide a 
consistent approach, district-wide. 

The Turangi Tongariro Community Board is working closely 

THE PUBLIC FORUM provides an opportunity for the Turangi-
Tongariro community to talk to members of the Community Board 
on any upcoming agenda item or topic of interest concerning 
the Turangi-Tongariro area.

If you are interested in presenting to the board, email the board 
chair Amanda Mclaren on publicforum@taupo.govt.nz by 5pm the 
day before the meeting. To find out more head to our website: 
taupodc.govt.nz/council/meetings/tt-community-board

Each individual or group may speak for five minutes, or longer 
at the discretion of the Chair.

NEXT TURANGI - 
TONGARIRO COMMUNITY 
BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
TURANGI SERVICE CENTRE  
TOWN CENTRE
PUBLIC FORUM – 1.30PM
BOARD MEETING – 2PM 
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NEED A BUILDING 
CONSENT? 

It’s easy - just do it online!

RESTRICTIONS 
LIFTED

TURANGI TONGARIRO

with council officers to ensure the community is informed 
of upcoming work in the area, including removing, pruning 
and planting of trees. It is also able to address any issues or 
concerns from the community regarding trees.  

Of course, with autumn now upon us, it’s also the time of 
year where leaves start to fall in their thousands across the 
district. We’ll be letting the community know in the coming 
weeks what the plans are to help address this issue in Turangi. 
Watch this space!


