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FIRE DESIGN POLICY

Welcome to the first edition of Taupō District Council’s 
quarterly building newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is 
to keep designers and builders informed of what is happening 
at a council level, as well as changes occurring at a wider 
government level. 

This is your newsletter so we would appreciate feedback on 
the sort of information you would like to see in future editions 
and how useful you find the content. Contact Scott Devonport 
at sdevonport@taupo.govt.nz, or phone 07 376 0818.

We are in the design phase of introducing electronic 
consent applications and electronic plan processing.

The electronic consent application process will allow the 
designers or owners to fill out application forms online, 
with mandatory fields that need to be completed. This will 
also allow the applicant to download electronic versions of 
building consent plans, specifications and other supporting 
documentation. This will save printing numerous copies of 
documents to  be re-scanned into our server for property 
file reference. We will still accept paper copies of plans and 
application forms for smaller projects but there may be an 
additional charge for scanning in the future.

The plan processing will also be carried out electronically 
without having excess paper to work through, stamp up and 
return to the applicant. At this point the approved plans will 
be sent back to the designer or owner in electronic form 
for them to print out for the site copy, which needs to be on 
site for all inspections. We will print out plans up to A3 size 
if required, but this will be charged to the applicant to cover 
costs.

We have been testing the system with some of our local 
designers which has resulted in some positive feedback. 
Once the system is operating well, implementation will be 
around mid-November.

ELECTRONIC CONSENT APPLICATION AND PROCESSING

Reminder of changes that have occurred so far
We are in the process of developing a Fire Design Policy. 
In April 2012, the Ministry of Business Innovation and 
Employment (MBIE) introduced significant changes to the 
Building Code in respect to the fire protection of buildings. 
These changes include the introduction of six new code 
clauses and supporting documents. The new code clauses 
became mandatory in April 2013.

The previous code clauses contained performance 
requirements that were not specific or quantified. The 
design process was inefficient, did not allow for innovation 
and designs were often disputed, resulting in costly delays. 
The new code provides for greater efficiency because it is 
clearer and more specific, providing more design choices. 
This should result in cost savings and fewer delays.

Effective dates
All applications lodged for building consent from April 10 
2013 onward must be designed in accordance with the new 
Building Code clauses for Protection from Fire (C1-C6).

Where an amendment to an existing building consent 
is applied for (lodged or approved prior to April 10 2013), 
which was designed using the old C documents (C1-C4), 

the amendment may be designed in accordance with  
C1-C4. Note that an amendment does not include new 
building work.

Irrespective of whether a code compliance certificate is 
issued for an existing building, new building work must be 
designed in accordance with C1-C6.

Overview
Compliance with the Building Code can be achieved 
by following one of two approved design solutions; the 
Acceptable Solutions or Specific Design using the Verification 
Method (C/VM2). Where neither of these solutions is 
appropriate, there is a third option – specific design from a 
first principles basis.

The policy will give guidance on how to determine if your 
project is an Acceptable Solution, Specific Design using the 
Verification Method or a Specific Design from First Principles. 
It will then give guidance on the Fire Engineering Brief (FEB) 
process as well as an Assessment of the Means of Escape 
from Fire for existing buildings, Section 112 (alterations 
to existing buildings), and internal fit outs for commercial 
buildings.
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One of the most frequent questions we are asked from 
both those working in the industry and lay persons, is 
around exempt building work. Changes to Schedule 1 of 
the Building Act over the last few years have allowed a 
much greater degree of work to occur without the need for 
a building consent. 

The key consideration with exempt work is that it still needs 
to comply with the Building Code, therefore any work that 
does not comply cannot be exempt. The district plan and 
relevant planning rules will still need to be considered, in 
particular the setback and coverage requirements. 

An excellent guide to exempt building work is 
on the DBH website and can be found here:  
www.dbh.govt.nz/UserFiles/File/Publications/Building/
Guidance-information/pdf/dbh-guide-for-building-
work-consent-not-required.pdf. Print a copy off and keep 
it handy for when your customers ask you questions around 
these exemptions. 

We have the ability to exempt any work and can also 
document work that has been done under Schedule 1. 
Along with a fixed fee of $150 the following application form 
needs to be completed: www.taupo.govt.nz/our-services/
building-consents-and-information/building-forms/
Documents/Registration-of-building-work-exempt-
under-Schedule-1.pdf

EXEMPT BUILDING WORK

Building and Construction Minister Maurice Williamson 
has announced the Government’s policy to deal with 
earthquake-prone buildings. The key aspects of the policy 
are:

• Territorial authorities will need to ensure a seismic 
assessment of all non-residential and multi-unit, multi-
storey residential buildings in their areas are completed 
within five years. The assessment will include an 
evaluation of building plans, location and the easily 
observable building characteristics.

• The results of the assessment will be entered into a 
publicly accessible national register of earthquake-prone 
buildings established by MBIE.

• Following assessments, earthquake-prone buildings will 
have to be strengthened or demolished within 15 years.

• Certain buildings will be prioritised for assessment and 
strengthening. These include buildings likely to have 
significant impact on public safety and buildings that 
are strategically important, including those on transport 
routes identified as critical in an emergency.

• Owners of some buildings will be able to get exemptions 
from or extensions to the national timeframe for 
strengthening. Exemptions will be for buildings where the 
effects of them failing are likely to be minimal. Owners 
of earthquake-prone Category 1 heritage buildings and 
those on the proposed National Historic Landmarks List 
will be able to apply for an extension of up to 10 years to 
the national timeframe for strengthening. 

MBIE is preparing guidance for building owners and 
employers on the responsibilities under the Building Act 
and the Health and Safety in Employment Act overlap. The 
guidance is available on their website www.mbie.govt.nz. 

EARTHQUAKE-PRONE BUILDINGS 
POLICY UPDATE

The roof of Taupō’s new water treatment plant on Lake 
Terrace has opened for foot traffic, providing a new platform 
for spectacular views across Lake Taupō.

Testing of the new plant is ongoing and is expected to be 
completed in the next few weeks.

Minor work is being completed on the roof of the plant but it 
will remain open to foot traffic during this time.

Viewing hatches, which will provide a view into the plant itself 
will be glazed in the next few weeks.

Paving and landscaping will also be completed on two areas 
either side of the roof space.

Work on the roof and surrounds will be completed by the end 
of November.

WATER TREATMENT PLANT NEARS COMPLETION

http://www.dbh.govt.nz/UserFiles/File/Publications/Building/Guidance-information/pdf/dbh-guide-for-building-work-consent-not-required.pdf
http://www.dbh.govt.nz/UserFiles/File/Publications/Building/Guidance-information/pdf/dbh-guide-for-building-work-consent-not-required.pdf
http://www.dbh.govt.nz/UserFiles/File/Publications/Building/Guidance-information/pdf/dbh-guide-for-building-work-consent-not-required.pdf
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx
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LAKES CLUSTER GROUP

Each of our building newsletters 
will be followed up with a meeting 
to go over some of the information 
presented in the newsletter in 
more detail. This is an opportunity 
for designers and builders to ask 
questions and also a chance to 
catch up with council officers and 
industry colleagues. 

The next meeting will be held at  
Plateau Bar and Restaurant,  
Thursday, 21 November from 4pm.  
RSVP to Scott Devonport by  
18 November: 
Email sdevonport@taupo.govt.nz 
Or phone Scott 07 376 0818.

DESIGNERS AND 
BUILDERS MEETING
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The Lakes Coast Cluster Group (LCCG) of building 
consent authorities comprises the Councils of Tauranga 
City, Western Bay of Plenty, South Waikato, Rotorua, 
Taupō, Kawerau, Ōpōtiki and Whakatāne. The group 
has been established under a formal Memorandum of 
Understanding to work together in mutually beneficial areas 
to enable regional consistency around implementation and 
interpretation of the Building Act and Building Regulations. 
The group collectively processes around 17 per cent of 
the total number of building consent applications lodged 
annually in New Zealand for building work valued at $750 
million (2011/12 financial year).

Central Government has identified the construction 
sector as having very low productivity, which is negatively 
affecting the national economy. As a consequence the 
government is determined to raise productivity within the 
sector. The LCCG is firmly behind the Government’s goal. 
Collectively, member councils have spent several hundreds 
of thousands of dollars over the last nine years developing 
systems and procedures to improve the delivery of building 
control services and satisfy the building consent authority 
accreditation requirements – but these improvements 
alone will not substantively enhance construction sector 
productivity – we need your help. 

The new systems provide for greater analysis of building 
trends. A common factor among all building consent 
authorities is the number and frequency of requests for 
further information from designers to enable the building 
consent authority to be reasonably satisfied the building 
work will comply with the building code. MBIE accepts this 
is a real constraint to increasing productivity within the 
sector.

In discussion amongst LCCG members, it was evident the 
other councils were all experiencing similar issues with the 
number and frequency of further information requests. The 
members also considered that regional analysis of requests 
for further information be undertaken. This information 
will be reported to MBIE to help inform the Government 
about the effectiveness of the licensed building practitioner 
registration scheme as it applies to designers. 

Our aim is to reduce the frequency of requests for further 
information from 50-80 per cent down to 10 per cent. To 
do this, we need your help. Our aim is to provide regular 
information around the common issues we see and 
therefore ensure over time the quality of information being 
provided improves. This will ensure costs and processing 
time are reduced, a result we all want to see achieved. 

Our new online service 
processes LIMs in less than four 
hours. The service has been well 
received by the public and the 
real estate industry. 

There are several options for 
those using the online service, 
including the fastest method 
– the express service. This 
four-hour service is the first to 
be introduced in Australasia 
and can process LIMs 24/7. It 
can only be accessed via our 
website, www.taupo.govt.nz.  
We have also introduced 
a more economical urgent 
service, which can process LIMs 
between three and five days.

24/7 LIM SERVICE 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

COMPLIANCE FOCUS
As we come into the changeable spring 
weather, poorly managed earthworks 
can begin causing issues for the 
council. It is important that sites are 
well managed to keep dust and silt 
discharge to a minimum. Silt fencing 
ensures any stormwater leaving the site 
is filtered, which prevents damage to the 
council’s stormwater systems. Having 
sprinklers onsite also ensures soil can 
be dampened down to prevent dust 
leaving the site. 

Being proactive with earthworks 
management is the best approach 
and will ensure we do not have to take 
enforcement measures. If you have any 
questions about how to best manage 
your site then feel free to contact the 
council for advice.
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USEFUL WEBSITES

Taupō District Council – www.taupo.govt.nz 
Waikato Regional Council – www.waikatoregion.govt.nz 
Department of Building and Housing – www.dbh.govt.nz
Online Toilet Calculator - www.dbh.govt.nz/calculator-for-toilet-pans
Building Officials Institute of New Zealand – www.boinz.org.nz 
Building Guide Publication – www.buildingguide.co.nz 
New Zealand Legislation – www.legislation.govt.nz 
Approved Woodburners – www.mfe.govt.nz/laws/standards/woodburners/authorised-woodburners.html
Branz – www.branz.co.nz
Compliance Schedule Handbook – www.dbh.govt.nz/compliance-documents#handbooks 
Auckland Council Product Register – www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/
ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx 
Eboss, up to date product information – www.eboss.co.nz 
Design Navigator, online calculator for buildings – www.designnavigator.co.nz 

AC BATHS UPDATE

Contractors are finishing the access building that connects the 
learn-to-swim pool with the changing rooms. The changing 
rooms are also nearly complete and undergoing finishing 
touches. Work on the liners of the indoor and outdoor leisure 
pools is in progress. The refurbishment of AC Baths remains 
on schedule for completion in late November. AC Baths will 
be officially reopened in December.

http://www.taupo.govt.nz
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/ratesbuildingproperty/BuildingConsents/ResourcesBuildingProfessionals/Pages/BuildingProductRegisters.aspx

