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Welcome to the last issue 
of Connect for 2010. I always enjoy this 

particular edition as it means summer is on the 
horizon, our award-winning events schedule 
is full to overflowing, and our district is full of 
people with that "holiday frame of mind". 

Last month’s local government elections were 
well covered in media throughout New Zealand. 
Interest seemed to be buoyed by the contest 
for Auckland’s Super City mayoralty, and the 
challenges between well-known personalities 
in Christchurch and Invercargill. Voter turnout 
in our district was higher than usual and, while 
some incumbents are back for another term, 
we have a rather new-look lineup (see inside 
for more information). After an induction 
programme and local government workshops, 
the new team wasted no time getting on with 
business, with its first official Council meeting 
on 26 October. There will be a few more official 
meetings before the end of this year at which 
point our elected members will enjoy a break 
for the summer holiday period. They’ll resume 
again in February 2011.

Our staff should also be looking forward to 
some time out of the office over summer. 
It’s been a busy year but the hard work has 
resulted in many pleasing results. Inside, 
you can read about two awards we received in 
recent months: at the 2010 Local Government 
Excellence Awards, we won the ‘Building 
organisational capability’ category; and, at an 
international award ceremony in the United 
States, Taupō’s events schedule was chosen 
as the best in the world for cities under 
100,000. (See inside for more details on both 
awards.)

To get an idea of the sort of events you can 
look forward to this summer, take a look at 
the calendar on the back page. This is by no 
means a conclusive lineup so keep an eye on  
www.eventscapital.co.nz and in the 
local papers. Enjoy!

Rob Williams, Chief Executive
rwilliams@taupo.govt.nz
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Get Taupo2011 rugby info on Twitter!  

www.twitter.com/RWC2011_Taupoonnect   onnect   onnect      Win one of three Gilbert Rugby World Cup 2011 replica match balls signed by Sir Colin Meads, thanks to www.taupo2011.com See inside for info!
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DID YOU KNOW?

Around 1000 
cyclists, 2300 runners 

and walkers, plus 
500 dogs and owners 

attended a public 
open day to “test-

drive” the ETA in late 
September. The event 
raised around $7000 

for Taupo Hospice 
and St John. 

The ETA provides 
three new options 

for motorists to gain 
access to Taupō: 

via intersections at 
Centennial Drive, 

Broadlands Road and 
Napier/Taupō SH5.

1.5 million 
cubic metres of soil 
was shifted during 

construction .

64 individual 
moa bones were 

found during ETA 
earthworks which 

were confirmed to be 
the remains of four or 

five female moa who 
died at different times 

over 600 years.

One of the 
largest cranes in  

New Zealand, 
weighing in at 400 

tonnes, was used to 
lift the Waikato River 

Bridge into place.

More than 40,000 
plants, 250 streetlights 

and 450 signs adorn  
the ETA.

A 10km cycling/
walking path alongside 

the ETA starts at 
Centennial Drive and 
heads south to Anzac 

Memorial Drive.

It's open!
The East Taupō Arterial officially opened 
in early October – five months ahead 
of schedule and in less than two years 
construction time.



What have w
e been up to?

Taupō District Council's 
latest annual report was 
adopted in September. It 
provides an overview of 
Council's operational and 
financial performance for 
the 2009/10 financial year. 

A copy of the full report or 
summary can be obtained 
at the Council office on 
Lake Terrace, or by calling 
0800 ASK TDC. They can 
also be downloaded from 
www.taupo.govt.nz.

In 1939, the AC Baths were more than a hot pool treat; they were a necessity for hygiene as there was no 
electricity or reticulated water in Taupō's private homes until the 1950s. For many years, locals and visitors 
'washed' at the old AC Baths. Beverley Johnston (nee Edwards) has happy memories of the AC Baths during 
holidays at her parents bach in the 1940s: 

"There was no electricity, and only 
tank water every evening we would 
go up to the AC Baths. We walked 
down the hill stopping at Nan and 
Kori Rameka's for our tickets and 
a chat and wait our turn in the 
shed. … The pools were lit by a very 
low wattage single bulb, making it 
very hard to find one's clothes - 
especially with the steam from the 
water on cold nights adding to the 
gloom. Occasionally there would be 
a shriek from the pool as a water 
rat swam by and the more timid 
would hastily scramble out." 

Taupo Museum, www.taupovenues.co.nz

In 1939, the AC Baths were more than a hot pool treat; they were a necessity for hygiene as there was no 

MEMORY LANE Hot springs, water rats  
and happy memories
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Taupō District Council's 

ANNUAL REPORT 2009/10

C ounc i l - c a m  ava i l ab l e  l i v e  a n d  o n  de man d 
Follow what the new Council lineup is doing using Taupō District Council’s council-
cam. All monthly meetings are streamed live on the internet and also archived to allow 
'on demand' viewing. This promotes openness and transparency, and provides you with 
greater access to Council's decision-making process. The council-cam is the first of its 
kind in New Zealand local government! 
Go to www.taupo.govt.nz and click on the council-cam link

L at e st  n e w s 
Did you know that all media releases distributed by Taupō District Council's 
communications team are also made available on the TDC website? This resource is 
an excellent way of keeing updated on Council happenings – particularly if you don't 
receive the local newspapers.
Visit the 'Latest news' section on www.taupo.govt.nz

Fo l l o w  T D C  o n  Fa c e b o o k 
For information on district-wide news, events and Council projects, follow Taupō 
District Council on Facebook. This is a great way to stay up-to-date as well as give us 
your comments and feedback. 
Click on the Facebook link on www.taupo.govt.nz
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0800 ASK TDC. They can 
also be downloaded from 
www.taupo.govt.nz.

The results of the 2010 local elections 
have been confirmed. Mayor Rick 
Cooper has been re-elected for 
another term as have Councillors 
Mich'eal Downard, Barry Hickling 
and Gary Keepa but will be joined 
by seven new councillors.

The Turangi-Tongariro Community 
Board has also undergone a changing 
of the guard with only Maggie 
Stewart re-elected for another term.

TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rick Cooper (Mayor)
Keith Crate
Mich'eal Downard
Rob Henderson
Barry Hickling
Chris Johnston
Gary Keepa
Anna Kirk
Rex Mincher
Kirsty Trueman
Nicola Williams

TURANGI-TONGARIRO  
COMMUNITY BOARD

Rob Henderson
Duncan McKenzie
Neale Saunders
Maggie Stewart
Chris Te Whare
Wally Van Der Aa

For a full list of results including 
the final number of votes received 
by each candidate, check out 
www.elections2010.co.nz
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Children love this national reading programme held during the 
school holidays which is full of fun, cool activities, plus a finale and 

reward at the completion of the programme. This year's theme is the 
"Big Bush Read" with a focus on nature and conservation. It's open to 

children 5 to 12 years. Places on the programme are limited. Please contact 
Taupō Library on 07 376 0071 for more details.

10AM-12PM EVERY FRIDAY  
DURING TERM TIME

These one-on-one sessions with library staff 
cover things like how to set up an email account, 

how to put together a CV, and how to use TradeMe. 
Call 07 376 0071 to book.

3.30-5.30PM EVERY WEDNESDAY  
DURING TERM TIME

These one-on-one sessions with Kevin 
the Children's Librarian help parents and 

children find the right reading for them.  
Call 07 376 0071 to book.

3.30-5.30PM EVERY WEDNESDAY 
DURING TERM TIME

These one-on-one sessions with Kevin 
the Children's Librarian help parents and 

children find the right reading for them. 
Call 07 376 0071 to book.R
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10AM-12PM EVERY FRIDAY 
DURING TERM TIME

These one-on-one sessions with library staff These one-on-one sessions with library staff 
cover things like how to set up an email account, cover things like how to set up an email account, 

how to put together a CV, and how to use TradeMe. how to put together a CV, and how to use TradeMe. 
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reward at the completion of the programme. This year's theme is the 
"Big Bush Read" with a focus on nature and conservation. It's open to 

children 5 to 12 years. Places on the programme are limited. Please contact 
Taupō Library on 07 376 0071 for more details.

"Big Bush Read" with a focus on nature and conservation. It's open to 
children 5 to 12 years. Places on the programme are limited. Please contact 

Taupō Library on 07 376 0071 for more details.

erere
R

e
R

e
R

aeae
d

Pr
og

ra
mm

e

T aupō District Council 

won the 

‘Building organisational 

capability’ category at the 

2010 Local Government 

Excellence Awards.

The Way We Work is an 

internal Council project which 

seeks to improve organisational 

culture and trust. The judges 

were impressed by the results and 

aspirations to improve the capability 

in order to provide a more effective 

service to ratepayers.  

The judges said: “Changing an 

organisational culture is always 

challenging but Taupō District 

Council’s commitment to taking staff 

along that journey of change  

is impressive.”

were impressed by the results and 

aspirations to improve the capability 
aspirations to improve the capability 

Award 
winners!

Summer reading, TradeMe tips and great book choices ... at Taupō District Libraries

RWC 2011 COUNTDOWN
With less than one year to go until Rugby World Cup 2011 kicks off in New Zealand, 

the excitement is building for what is expected to be a truly world class event.  

And, Taupō, we are in the centre of it all!

WIN WITH TAUPO2011.COM

Win one of three official Gilbert Rugby World Cup 2011 

replica match balls signed by Sir Colin "Pinetree" Meads. 

To enter, go to www.taupo2011.com, click the competition 

link, answer a simple question, fill in your details and you’re  

in the draw. Entries close 5pm, 19 November 2010.

THANKS TO THOSE WHO SIGNED UP TO VOLUNTEER

We’ve had a great response to our call for volunteers to help host our teams and visitors in Taupō 

during Rugby World Cup 2011 in September next year. The show of enthusiasm from our community 

has been fantastic. We’d like to say a big thanks to those of you who have put yourselves forward, and we look 

forward to meeting you during the interview process. If you would like to volunteer it is not too late to register, visit  

www.rugbyworldcup.com/volunteer for details.

For more information, visit www.taupo2011.com

With less than one year to go until Rugby World Cup 2011 kicks off in New Zealand, 

the excitement is building for what is expected to be a truly world class event. 

Taupo2011 ambassador,  Sir Colin Meads
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C ounc i l - c a m  ava i l ab l e  l i v e  a n d  o n  de man d 
Follow what the new Council lineup is doing using Taupō District Council’s council-
cam. All monthly meetings are streamed live on the internet and also archived to allow 

T aupō's unofficial 
position as New Zealand's ‘Events Capital’ has been confirmed! 

In fact, Taupō was declared the  world’s best event and festival city (for populations up to 100,000) at the International Event and Festivals Association awards in the United States. 
The award recognises Taupō’s ongoing efforts to encourage the success and growth of its events schedule. Well done, Taupō!



 4 Seniors Expo, Great Lake Centre

 Until 16  The Last Foxtrot in Mangakino  
Taupō Museum (until 16 Nov)

 19 & 20 Jump Jam Nationals, Taupō Events Centre

 20  How Could We Resist? 
Taupō Museum (until 14 Dec)

 20  Animalia: clay animals, Fiona Tunnicliffe  
Taupō Museum (until 14 Dec)

 21 Bikefest (until 2 Dec) www.bikefest.co.nz 

 27  Lake Taupō Cycle Challenge  
www.cyclechallenge.com

 4 Christmas Carnival, Tongariro Domain

 7  Neil Diamond Tribute Show,  
Great Lake Centre

 11 Taupō Half Ironman, Taupō lakefront

 18  Hard on the Heels, photographs by  
Peter Bush, Taupō Museum (until 8 Feb)

 24  Christmas in the Pool, hosted by Elim 
Christian Centre, AC Baths, 5-7pm

 29 2010 Taupō Rodeo, Aratiatia Grounds

 31 NYE 2010 family concert, Riverside Park

 Sundays  Summer Series, Riverside Park, Taupō 
www.summerseriestaupo.co.nz

 5-8  Rock the Bach, live concerts at Whareroa, 
Motuoapa, Wharewaka and Kinloch, 
www.41above.co.nz

 8 & 9 NZ Festival of Body Art, Taupō

 11 Classical Music Concert, Great Lake Centre

 22 & 23 Antique Fair, Great Lake Centre

 29 Anniversary Gig, Riverside Park, Taupō

At
oZ

...

December

January

For more events, visit www.eventscapital.co.nz
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Jump Jam (kids aerobics) is designed specifically for primary and intermediate schools. 
It provides cardiovascular fitness interwoven with dance, drama and music. The 
national finals of Jump Jam Idol and Jump Jam Challenge will see students from around 
New Zealand compete in individual and teams competitions at Taupō Events Centre.
Jump Jam Idol (individuals), 8.30am – 5.00pm, Friday 19 November
Jump Jam Challenge (teams), 8.30am – 5.00pm, Saturday 20 November
www.jumpjam.co.nz

Jump to it!

Eye on the ball
Hard on the Heels is a photographic exhibition from 
acclaimed New Zealand photojournalist Peter Bush. 
This unique display features more than 100 of the 
best photographs from Peter's celebrated 60-year 
association with the All Blacks. 
18 Dec 2010 – 8 Feb 2011, Taupō Museum,  
www.taupovenues.co.nz

Council deals with everything from abandoned cars to water supply. Check out this list!
Abandoned cars, AC Baths, airport, animal control, annual plans, arts and culture, boat storage, building consents, building control, buskers and 

street activities, bus service, cemeteries, civic events, community development, community halls, community liaison, cycling tracks, Destination 

Lake Taupō, dog control, economic development, elections, erosion control, emergency management, environmental health, footpaths, 

funding and grants, gambling control, graffiti, Great Lake Centre, hazardous substances information, health licensing, heritage, housing for the 

elderly, Iwi liaison, land information memorandum (LIM), landfill, landscaping and streetscaping, libraries, liquor licensing, mobile shops and 

trading in public places, motor camps, museum, noise control, outdoor recreation facilities, Owen Delany Park, parks and reserves, parking, 

policy development, property enquiry system, public swimming pools, public toilets, rates, refuse and recycling, resource consents, roading, 

rural fire, safer communities, sports grounds, stormwater, strategic planning, swimming pool fencing, Taupō Events Centre, Taupō District Plan, 

Taupō Museum, Taupō Venues, tree control, urban search and rescue, visitor centres, webcam, wastewater, water conservation, water supply. 

C oming up!  Next Easter, the inaugural Turangi Colours festival 

will celebrate Turangi/Tongariro’s many talented artists, fresh regional 

food and colourful community. The festival programme includes art 

exhibitions, workshops, demonstrations, a variety of performances, food 

stalls and entertainment throughout Turangi town centre. Plus there will 

be a gala dinner with Maori chef Charles Royal who will use foods sourced 

from the land around us.

Easter Saturday, 23 April 2011

The winner of the local pumpkin growing competition 

will be crowned during the festival. Get your seeds 

and growing instructions from Mitre 10 Turangi. 

(Apparently the world record is 495kg!)

Click on the  council-cam link on  www.taupo.govt.nz




