
Erupt Lake Taupö Festival, the largest 
arts and cultural event in this region, gets 
underway on 10 May. Locals and visitors to 
Taupö have more than 60 fabulous events  
to look forward to – comedy, theatre, dance, 
visual arts, music and workshops – all 
crammed into 11 days and nights.   

From robots and rockets to beautifully 
deviant burlesque; to free late night concerts 
and intimate theatre, Festival Director 
Amanda Wright has designed a world-class 
programme that brings award-winning 
national and international acts to Taupö.

Erupt is the perfect antidote to autumn’s 
shorter days and longer nights. The ‘Unison 
Erupt to Light Trail’ is one of several free 
community events to illuminate the heart 
of Erupt 2012 and includes light sculptures 
and installations around the Tongariro South 
Domain and Boat Harbour area. The Great 
Lake Centre also becomes a canvas, with  
a specially commissioned 3D video artwork 
projected onto the building’s architecture 
each night of the festival. 

School students across the District have 
been challenged to get involved with Erupt. 
In February, the call went out to create a 
visual arts project by creating a mailbox  
from recycled materials. The mailboxes  
will be on display during the festival inside 
the Great Lake Centre and everyone is 
encouraged to vote in the ‘People’s Choice 

Award’ by posting a vote card into their 
favourite mailbox. 

The performances for this year’s Erupt 
Festival are diverse and vibrant, and feature 
some of New Zealand’s best talent, as well  
as headline acts from the United Kingdom 
and Australia.  

Some highlights from the Festival 
programme include iconic bro’Town creators, 
The Naked Samoans, back on the stage, 
a burlesque dance by Mary Jane O’Reilly, 
music from The Bellbird and The Yoots and 
headline comedy act, The Idiots of Ants, 
direct from London’s West End.

As well as entertainment, the festival 
brings approximately $2 million to the Taupö 
District. Erupt Events General Manager, 
Kylie Hawker, estimates the festival will host 
around 30,000 people over the 11 days.  

Tickets to shows are available from the 
Great Lake Centre, the official home of the 
Erupt Festival. We have five double passes  
to give away. See inside for entry details.

Full programme available at  
www.eruptfestival.co.nz
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Taupō District Council is saving 
time and paper by giving you 
the opportunity to ‘opt in’. 

Starting in June, you will have  
the choice to have your  invoice emailed to you. Go to www.taupo.govt.nz

OPT IN  & SAVE PAPER
THIS MONTH:  
Inside scoop on sculptures, project updates and chances to win!

Ready to

onnect   

  Unison Erupt to Light Trail,  Tongariro South Domain

 
 Guru of Chai, Indian Ink Theatre Company

 Naked Samoans Go Home

WIN ERUPT TICKETS!
SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS

C



Email your  
elected members at  

councillors@taupo.govt.nzC
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Taupō Water Treatment Plant Upgrade
The upgrade of the Taupö Water Treatment Plant on Lake Terrace is well 
into the second phase of construction. The retaining wall behind the 
current water treatment plant was completed in March and construction 
of the new plant building began in April. The project is expected to be 
finished in June 2013 and hopes to feature a new lakeside viewing platform 
on top of the new building which will be an ideal vantage point for events 
on the Lake. The upgrade will ensure the facility meets the New Zealand 
Drinking-water Standards and will be capable of producing 25,000m3 of 
treated drinking water daily.

AC Baths indoor pool repair
Design work for the repair of the indoor 25-metre pool is coming along 
swimmingly. Tenders for the construction work will be shortlisted in May 
and the work is expected to be contracted in June with construction work 
planned to start as early as July. During this time the indoor 25-metre pool 
will be closed and pool users are asked to use the outdoor lane pool, or 
the indoor leisure pool. The work is expected to be complete in early 2013.

PROJECT UPDATES
Winter is almost upon us, but before 
we head into our more quiet time 
of the year, we get to enjoy a very 
special event. I always look forward 
to the Erupt Lake Taupö Festival, as 
it only comes around once every two 
years and creates a real buzz in the 

District. It’s a thrill to see some of Australasia’s best artistic 
talent performing right here in our backyard. I especially 
enjoyed the live theatre and interesting world music at the 
last Erupt Festival, and this year’s programme looks even 
more exciting.

Events have always played a big role in our District and the 
past year has proved a busy one indeed. The excitement of 
last year’s Rugby World Cup rolled straight into an action-
packed summer, with activities and events enjoyed equally 
by locals as by the thousands of visitors they attract. 
The icing on the cake for many was the Taupö Summer 
Concert, which saw a record 14,500 people packed into 
our Amphitheatre to watch the Doobie Brothers and Little 
River Band. Personally, I enjoyed witnessing New Zealand’s 
U23 football team qualify for the OFC spot at the London 
2012 Olympics right here at Owen Delany Park. Hosting 
this 10-day tournament was a great honour for Taupö and  
I hope we can continue to attract these large-scale, team 
events to complement our raft of endurance events.

Council has just finished consulting on our draft Long Term 
Plan 2012-2022. I would like to thank each and every person 
who took the time to submit their views; we value the 
feedback we get on these important strategic documents 
and every submission will be given careful consideration. It 
is vital to know our vision for the next ten years is shared by 
the community we serve. Those who chose to present their 
submission in front of Council will be doing so from 14-18 
May, with deliberations to follow from 21-25 May. Once the 
community’s views have been incorporated into the final 
plan, it will be sent to the Auditor General for a final check 
before Council signs it off for adoption on 26 June 2012.

Speaking of having your say, we are set for some big 
changes in the coming years as Central Government 
looks to further streamline the way that regional and local 
governments perform their services to the community. 
I think we would all applaud the desires for better 
customer focus, economic development and efficiency 
but we just have to make sure the ‘baby is not thrown 
out’ as the old saying goes. In my opinion, whatever 
happens, it is important that locals are always involved 
in local decision-making. I would encourage everyone 
to watch these developments with keen interest in the 
coming months as they will affect all of us.

Rob Williams, Chief Executive
rwilliams@taupo.govt.nz

For your chance to win one of five double 

passes to an Erupt Festival show of your choice, 

email info@erupt.co.nz with your name and 

contact details, ‘Connect Competition’ as 

the subject, and name the show of your choice (subject to availability). 

Please include the date/time you would prefer. The full 

programme is available at www.eruptfestival.co.nz 

Tickets will be drawn on opening night, 10 May.

WIN !

"Do you feel fairly represented?"

Taupö District Council has started a review of its representation arrangements 
for the 2013 Local Body elections. Council needs to decide:

• How many elected members it should have

•  How are Councillors elected – on a districtwide basis, by wards or a mixture 
of both?

• If by ward – what should the names and boundaries of wards be?

•  Should there be Community Boards in the District?

Look out for Council’s initial proposal and information on how to have your say

REPRESENTATION 
REVIEW

Swell Representing wind-formed waves, this piece is intended to make 
people aware of the critical importance of water in the environment
Location: The Lakefront opposite Ruapehu Street
Who’s the artist? Cambridge-based artist and landscape architect 
Colleen Ryan-Priest
Organised by: Taupö Sculpture Trust
Interesting fact: A swell is a stable, clean wave free of chop

ART – THE BIG PICTURE

CliP The humble paperclip has been holding information together 
for hundreds of years – these super-sized versions form the Taupö town 
centre’s new wayfinding signage.  
Location: All over the Taupö town centre
Who’s the artist? Council’s Urban Designer Chris Bailey
Organised by: Taupö District Council
Interesting fact: Collectively there is over 200 metres of high quality 
stainless steel tubing in all of the CLiP sculptures in the Taupo town centre.

A seven-metre tall ‘kinetic’ sculpture with wind-
activated pieces
Location: Colonel Roberts Reserve
Who’s the artist? Christchurch sculptor Phil Price
Organised by: Taupö Sculpture Trust
Interesting fact: The same artist created both 
the Zephyrometer and Protoplasm sculptures  
in Wellington

The Contact Waharoa A gateway or spiritual entrance through 
which acknowledgement and respect is given and received by tangata 
whenua (hosting tribe) and manuhiri (visitors)
Location: Tongariro Street in front of the cenotaph
Who’s the artist? Local master carver Delanie Brown
Organised by: This waharoa was a gift to locals from Contact Energy to 
celebrate the history of geothermal energy in the District
Interesting fact: Sculpted from ancient totara from Waipohutu Forest

The Crossing Represents the awe-inspiring experience of tramping 
among the volcanic peaks of the Tongariro Alpine Crossing
Location: Ferry Road overlooking Lake Taupö 
Who’s the artist? Local artist Robbie Graham
Organised by: Private benefactor and the artist
Interesting fact: The carvings on the wooden poles were done by local 
master carver Delanie Brown

The Heartland Sculpture Encapsulates the hard work of early 
settlers with a large wooden structure sitting atop a huge stone heart. The 
heart itself represents Lake Taupö’s position as the heart of the North Island.
Location: Tongariro South Domain near the Taupö Museum
Who’s the artist? Local artist Brett Taylor
Organised by: Friends of the Taupö Museum and Art Gallery Inc.
Interesting fact: The ‘heavy heart’ weighs almost two tonnes and is made 
of stone and covered with 10mm of high-tech colour and clear resins

Represents the feathered cloak of great Mäori explorer and 
Ngäti Tüwharetoa ancestor, Tia. The blue and green hues 
represent the Lake and surrounding forest, while red and 
brown represent the fiery volcanic nature of the District.
Location: Beside the entrance of the Great Lake Centre
Who’s the artist? Local glass artist Lynden Over
Organised by: Taupö Sculpture Trust
Interesting fact: The pair of three-metre glass towers are 
made from 4000 individually hand-crafted glass feathers.

Flip

The Cloak of Tia
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COUNCIL DEALS WITH EVERYTHING FROM ABANDONED CARS TO WATER SUPPLY. CHECK OUT THIS LIST!
Abandoned cars, AC Baths, airport, animal control, annual plans, arts and culture, boat storage, building consents, building control, buskers and 

street activities, bus service, cemeteries, civic events, community development, community halls, community liaison, cycling tracks, Destination 

Lake Taupō, dog control, economic development, elections, erosion control, emergency management, environmental health, footpaths, funding 

and grants, gambling control, graffiti, Great Lake Centre, hazardous substances information, health licensing, heritage, housing for the elderly, 

Iwi liaison, land information memorandum (LIM), landfill, landscaping and streetscaping, libraries, liquor licensing, mobile shops and trading 

in public places, motor camps, museum, noise control, outdoor recreation facilities, Owen Delany Park, parks and reserves, parking, policy 

development, property enquiry system, public swimming pools, public toilets, rates, refuse and recycling, resource consents, roading, rural 

fire, safer communities, sports grounds, stormwater, strategic planning, swimming pool fencing, Taupō Events Centre, Taupō District Plan, 

Taupō Museum, Taupō Venues, tree control, urban search and rescue, visitor centres, webcam, wastewater, water conservation, water supply. 

 

5  May Day Marchers,  
Taupö Events Centre

5-6  Truck Racing, Taupo Motosport Park

9  The Art of Assemblage,  
Taupö Museum (until 18 June)

10-20  Erupt Lake Taupö Festival,  
Great Lake Centre

15-16  Idiots of Ants tour New Zealand, 
Great Lake Centre

18-20  NRM National Three-day Event,  
Fiber Fresh National Equestrian Centre, 
Aratiatia

19  The Pink Ball,  
Bayview Chateau Tongariro

1-4   Queens Birthday Dance Festival,  
Great Lake Centre

12-1 3  Primary Rippa Rugby Tournament, 
Owen Delany Park

23  Matariki: Tüwharetoa artists,  
Taupö Museum (until 31 July)

23   Mid Winter Ball,  
Bayview Chateau Tongariro

7  Winterfest 2010,  
Tongariro North Domain

7-8  Hobby Expo, 
Taupö Events Centre

The Events Capital website has moved to a new site.  

To check out all the events happening in the District,  

visit www.greatlaketaupo.com/eventscapital

Get kitted out Thanks to Taupo Office Products Depot and the 
support of local businesses, these fantastic Civil Defence home emergency 
kits are available for only $199 each. They’re packed with everything you 
need to keep you and your family going for up to three days in an emergency.  
To buy your kit, visit Taupo Office Products Depot, 23 Oruanui Street, Taupö.

For ideas and advice on how you can be ready, visit www.getthru.govt.nz 

Dyno-Power Taupö Emergency Management and Civil Defence now have dyno-
powered torch/radios available. This handy 2-in-1 torch/radio doesn’t require batteries 
to operate and is perfect for your home emergency kit. One torch/radio comes as part 
of the emergency kit above or can be purchased separately from any Taupö District 
Council office for $25. Council also has 10-litre water containers available for $5 each.

WIN! To help get you started on your 
home emergency kit, we are giving away 
one home emergency kit (valued at $199) 
and five dyno-powered torch/radios (valued 
at $25 each), as well as dozens of 10L water 
containers. To enter, simply visit our Civil 
Defence Facebook page www.facebook.
com/CivilDefenceTaupo and click ‘like’. 
All new ‘likes’ will enter the draw and the 
winners will be drawn on Friday 15 June 
2012 and announced on the Facebook 
page.

New Zealand ShakeOut
9.26am, 26 September 2012
A nationwide earthquake drill. Are  
you ready to drop, cover and hold?
www.getthru.govt.nz to register  
for ShakeOut and for more info

GET READY, GET THRU


