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annual plan
finalised 2014-15
We are full steam ahead into a new financial year following the adoption of the 

2014/15 Annual Plan.

This year we received 141 submissions to the draft plan from all corners of the 
district and of those more than 50 people presented their views in person.

The feedback helped guide the Council’s decision making.

 “It certainly showed that as a district we are in good heart and both myself and 
Councillors found the feedback incredibly useful in helping us make decisions in the 
best interest of the district,” said Mayor David Trewavas.

Following the consideration of submissions the Council made a number of decisions 
and there were some changes to the plan in response to the feedback they received.

The proposed sale of the Tüwharetoa Street car park was deferred. The 
Council identified selling the site as its preferred choice when it went out 
for consultation. Once submissions were considered it was decided that any 
future sale be deferred for a period of 12 months.

The deferral will allow the Council to consider market interest and any  
future opportunities.

The installation of a digital screen to replace the vinyl advertising banners 
that are currently located beside the Taupö i-SITE, and in front of the Great 
Lake Centre, was given the green light. The focus will be on events along 
with a mix of local commercial advertising and community messaging.

The go-ahead was also given to progress the formation of an enlarged rural 
fire district by signing a Memorandum of Understanding on the proviso that 
other affected parties all did the same.

The decision was made not to seek expressions of interest from commercial 
operators wanting to lease the concession sites on either side of the 
Lake Terrace water treatment plant platform. The Council believed it was 
important to protect the visual amenity of the site.

Other changes included a 20 metre extension to the footpath on the west 
side of State Highway 1 at Motuoapa to enhance community safety and the 
decision to install an ultraviolet drinking water purification system at the 
Stump Bay public toilets. They also agreed to award increased community 
grant funding to include the Opus Orchestra and Taupö Golf Club.

A full copy of submissions, the Council’s decisions and the Annual Plan is 
available on the council’s website www.taupo.govt.nz. 

Our attention has now turned to preparing the 10-Year Plan. Find out more 
on  the next page.



Hi  
folks

It is always great at the start of a new financial year 
to reflect on the last and see what milestones have 

been met along the way.

The 2013/14 year was a particularly good one for 
us in terms of completing the new water treatment 
plant on Lake Terrace and a host of other projects. 
One that gives us a great deal of satisfaction in 
terms of progress is the project we are involved in 
helping to protect our lake.

Great Lake Taupö is what makes this district the 
special place it is. Not only is it a national icon,  
it is recognised internationally for the clarity of  
its water.

Protecting this precious resource for future 
generations is an important focus of this  
council’s work.

We work in partnership with central 
government, Waikato Regional Council and 
Ngäti Tüwharetoa to protect the lake and, with 
our Mayor David as a member of the committee 
that oversees the Lake Protection Trust, we 
are incredibly proud of the work that has been 
achieved to date.

The trust was established in 2007 and was 
charged with administering the $81.5 million 
fund to protect the lake’s excellent water quality 
which was under threat from the effects of past 
and current land use activities.

A programme of work was developed to reduce 
the amount of manageable nitrogen leaching 
into the lake by 20 per cent by 2018. That goal 
has already been achieved which I believe 
is testament to the collaborative working 
arrangement and the passion that everyone 
involved has for our district.

Protecting our lakes, rivers and mountains will 
continue to be a priority for us going forward.

Our focus will remain on ensuring that our 
lakes, rivers and streams are able to be 
used for a wide range of recreational and 
social activities as well as ensuring the 
environmental health of these water bodies 
are protected.

We all have a part to play in protecting our 
major assets for our future generations.

What will yours be? Definitely something to 
think about as we invite feedback on options 
for the 10-Year Plan. The Council will be 
considering your views as it prepares its 
draft plan to take us as a district through  
to 2025. Take the time to have your say. 

Rob Williams 
Chief Executive

Taupö disTricT in 10 years
We will soon be coming to you with a range of things we want your feedback on as 
we develop our next 10-Year Plan.

We call this the options debate because it gives you the chance to debate the issues 
that are important to you heading into the future.

The feedback you provide to us during September will be used to help guide 
the Council in putting together the draft 10-Year Plan, which we will put out for 
consultation in March next year.

What is your top 10 for the Taupö District? What are the things that are important to 
you about this great place that we live and work in? 

Credit rating agency Standard and Poor’s have upgraded Taupö District Council’s rating to  
AA- positive outlook on the back of “strengthening budgetary performance”.

The world-renowned rating agency has issued a report to the council acknowledging its “very 
positive view of Taupö District Council’s financial management, very high budgetary flexibility 
and a positive view of its liquidity”.

“Taupö’s financial management is a very positive ratings factor and has strengthened under the 
guidance of a strong financial management team,” the report said.

“Taupö’s focus on fiscal consolidation following years of infrastructure spending should help 
stabilise its borrowings, and over time, reduce its debt burden.

Ratepayers can take heart from the report as it shows the Council, management and staff are 
working hard in the best interest of the district.

We are one of only 13 councils in the country to have an AA-/A1+ rating or greater. 

Standard and Poor’s conduct an assessment of Taupö District Council’s financial position every  
12 months. The rating allows savings of about $250,000 a year in interest costs.

upgraded rating from standard and poor’s

The new water treatment plant on the Taupö lakefront was a 
finalist in two awards in June and July, recognising the quality of 
the infrastructure and the hard work that went into the project.

The project secured a spot as a finalist for the Beca Infrastructure Project of the Year at 
the inaugural Local Government New Zealand Excellence Awards and also in the Institute 
of Public Works Engineering Australasia (IPWEA) NZ Excellence Awards, which recognise 
excellence in public infrastructure.

LGNZ President Lawrence Yule said the building of a new water treatment plant presented 
the council with a difficult engineering challenge. “It had limited available space, was to be 
built on a popular public space, had to encompass the old plant on a site with challenging 
geotechnical conditions, while continuing town water supply,” he said. The winner was to be 
announced at the end of July after this newsletter went to print.

The water treatment plant placed highly commended in the IPWEA NZ Excellence Awards.

Project manager Colin Giles said it was great to be recognised for the hard work the team had 
put into the plant. “We’re proud of the finished product and happy to be able to provide and 
future-proof the water supply for Taupö,” he said.

new water treatment plant 
award finalist



working together to achieve improvements

new and upgraded 

community playgrounds
A group of Mangakino residents have shown amazing things can happen with hard work and 
perseverance – they have the new playground to prove it. The playground is on Huamai Street on 
previously vacant council land. A group of residents borne out of the the Mangakino Community-
Led Development programme saw the need for the playground and created a proposal to take to 
the council. When the community approached the council, it agreed they could use the land for 
the project. 

Finished in December, the majority of the project was funded by a grant of $40,000 from 
TrustPower and the rest was fundraised by the community.

Mayor David Trewavas said it was a fantastic example of what people could achieve by working 
together. “I hope this encourages other communities to set goals for what they want in their 
neighbourhoods and strive to achieve them,” he said. “This is the kind of thing that brings people 
together and makes for safer, livelier communities.”

While Mangakino is enjoying its new playground, three communities in Taupö are also benefiting 
from upgraded playgrounds. The Tamatea Reserve playground is the latest to be completed, 
with work finishing in early June. Two playgrounds upgraded last year were Parkdale Reserve’s 
playground in Richmond Heights and the Spa Thermal Park playground.

Council staff identified the playgrounds as in need of upgrades in 2011 and they were included in 
the 2012-22 Long Term Plan. The playgrounds were old, run down and not meeting the needs of 
surrounding communities. 

 turangi  revitalising  

Stage three of the Turangi Revitalisation Project is about to get underway and will transform the 
entry points to the town’s mall and add more vibrancy. The Council approved $1.3 million in its 
2012-22 Long Term Plan to revitalise the Turangi town centre.

The first stage – a makeover of the town’s entry points – was completed in the 2012/13 year 
and early this year a new skate park and play area was officially opened adjacent to the Genesis 
Energy Turangi Aquatic Centre. The skate park was the realisation of a dream for many Turangi 
youth who had been advocating for a skate facility for some years.

A total of $438,000 was approved in this year’s Annual Plan to complete the final stage which 
will see a number of improvements made to the front and rear of the mall including new lighting, 
seating and landscaping.

There will also be a raised area for performances and an area to display pieces that reflect 
Turangi’s history.

Work is expected to begin this month and be complete before Christmas. 

A wall of colour now greets those arriving at the new Turangi skate park, with a freshly painted mural 
adorning the wall of the Genesis Energy Turangi Aquatic Centre (GETAC). Students from Tongariro School 
and Te Kura o Hirangi worked with mentors Joshua Paki and Darryl Thompson on the project. The murals 
represent the youth of Turangi and what Turangi means to them.

Turangi Tongariro Community Board member Chris Te Whare, who coordinated the project, said he had 
received a lot of positive comments about it and he hoped it could be expanded in the future. There was 
room for the mural to grow and and students and teachers from both schools will now continue to work on 
the mural and develop it further.

Several community groups and organisations helped with the project, including Ngäti Turangitukua, ITM 
Turangi, Tongariro River Motel, Taupö District Council, and the community board.



 


1 Aug The Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Great Lake Centre

3 Aug HOKA ONE ONE Taupö Half Marathon, 10km and 5km, Taupö

9-10 Aug Suzuki Berm Buster motorcycle trail riding, Wainui Forest

16 Aug Taupö Youth Talent Quest, Great Lake Centre

16-17 Aug Winter Series – Dual Sprints & Clubman’s, Round 3, Taupö Motorsport Park

16 Aug-9 Sep Kimonos Revisited – Maxine Jepson exhibition, Taupö Museum

16 Aug-16 Sep Language of the Line exhibition, Taupö Museum

20 Aug Taupö Stud Day, Taupö Racing Club

20 Aug The Merchant Food and Wine Festival, Great Lake Centre

23 Aug INBA Taupo South Pacific Natural Championships, bodybuilding, Great Lake Centre

31 Aug Taupö Winter Series Round 5, motocross, Digger McEwen Park

31 Aug National Duathlon Championships and National Schools Duathlon Championships

6 Sep HOKA ONE ONE Kinloch Offroad Challenge, Kinloch

8 Sep TrustPower Community Awards, Great Lake Centre

12 Sep Chor Farmer Goodwill Tour Concert, Great Lake Centre

12-23 Sep Taupö Sculpture Trust High Schools Sculpture Design Competition, Taupö Museum

13-14 Sep NZ Junior Rugby and Netball Festivals, Owen Delany Park

13-14 Sep Suzuki Berm Buster, motorcycle trail riding, Wainui Forest

15 Sep Taupö Youth Awards, Great Lake Centre

18-19 Sep Ngäti Tüwharetoa 28th Taiopenga Kapa Haka Festival, Taupö Events Centre

19 Sep Spring Marquee Raceday, Taupö Racing Club

20-21 Sep Winter Series – Dual Sprints & Clubman’s, Round 4, Taupö Motorsport Park

20-21 Sep Indoor Bowls Tournament, Taupö Events Centre

20 Sep-14 Oct Connections – Taupö Art Connections exhibition, Taupö Museum

26 Sep Navy Band Birthday Concert, Great Lake Centre

27 Sep 2014 National Under 19 Rugby Tournament, Owen Delany Park

27 Sep BNT V8 Supertourers – Taupö 400, Taupö Motorsport Park

27 Sep Connect 4 mountainbiking event, Wairakei Mountainbike Park

27-28 Sep Sika Show, Taupö Events Centre

27 Sep-Oct 2014 National Under 19 Rugby Tournament, Owen Delany Park

27 Sep-20 Oct Suzhou Disabled People's Federation Art Exhibition, Taupö Museum

28 Sep Taupö Winter Series Round 6, motocross, Digger McEwen Park

4 Oct Charter Parade, Great Lake Centre

8 Oct Kids’ Fishing, Tongariro National Trout Centre

11-12 Oct McCartney Soccer Tournament, Owen Delany Park

18 Oct Laid Out At The Lake vehicle display, Tongariro North Domain

18-19 Oct Volleyball Tournament, Taupö Events Centre

18-27 Oct Active Arts Taupo 49th Annual Exhibition, Active Arts, Riverside Park

25-26 Oct Huka Honda Labour Weekend Extravaganza, Digger McEwen Park

26 Oct Kids’ Fishing, Tongariro National Trout Centre

26 Oct American Pick Up Truck Display, Tongariro North Domain

28-31 Oct Hilton Lake Taupö Masters Golf, Taupö

30 Oct Seniors’ Expo, Great Lake Centre

theeventscapital

Sports and outdoors            Art and culture            Community

A SELECTION OF EVENTS IN TAUPō DISTRICT
For more information visit www.taupo.govt.nz or www.GreatLakeTaupo.com

Search for Taupö District Council on Facebook 

If you’re a Twitter fan, follow @Taupo_DC

stay in toucH witH us

Mail Taupö District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupö 3352   
Email info@taupo.govt.nz    
Ph +64 7 376 0899 or 0800 ASK TDC   Fax +64 7 378 0118
Web www.taupo.govt.nz

Taupö Main Office, 72 Lake Terrace, Taupö
Ph +64 7 376 0899   Fax +64 7 378 0118

Turangi Office, Town Centre, Turangi
Ph +64 7 386 7017   Fax +64 7 386 8449

Mangakino Office, Civic Centre, Rangatira Drive 
Ph +64 7 882 8700   Fax +64 7 882 8330

Tickets are on sale now for the Taupö Summer 
Concert at the Taupö amphitheatre in January.

The concert will feature classic rock artists 
Heart, Foreigner and Three Dog Night and 
is scheduled for Saturday, January 24 on 
Auckland Anniversary weekend. Discounted 
tickets can be bought from the Taupö i-SITE 
on Tongariro Street for $89 plus booking 
fee. Tickets can also be bought online from     
www.ticketek.co.nz.

The three-date tour also includes Whitianga 
and Queenstown. Last year’s concert featured 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, Starship and 10cc and was 
attended by 12,000 people.

Council’s events manager Nick Reader said 
organiser Amanda Calvert, of Greenstone 
Entertainment, had once again done a great 
job and the concert was sure to attract  
plenty of visitors and create a good buzz 
around town.

“Big, iconic events like this are what the Taupö 
District is all about and we are thrilled such 
talented acts are coming in 2015,” he said.

Taupö summer concerT


