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go AT THE WATER

TREATMENT PLANT

MORE THAN JUST A PLANT

M

ore than 250 Taupö district residents turned out to see the
inner workings of the new Water Treatment Plant on Lake
Terrace last month.
The $27 million plant was open to the public on April 5, with staff
on hand to explain the water treatment process from the lake to the
tap. It was also a great opportunity for staff and councillors to talk
to the community about the draft Annual Plan which was open for
submissions until May 2.
A steady stream of locals and visitors came through the plant over
the four hours it was open, many taking the opportunity to ask
technical questions from the onsite experts.
Many residents said they had watched the water treatment plant
being built and the cranes, machinery and steady activity had
piqued their interest.
Three generations of the Laskey family came along to the open day
and said it was a great day out.
“It’s money well spent,” Gary Laskey said. “We’ve been watching it
being built for two years.”
The two youngest, James, 4, and Ryan, 2, were captivated by the
machines, tanks, pipes and sounds as they made their way through
the plant with water treatment supervisor and guide, Richard Kruse.
The plant is now fully operational, pumping up to 25,000 cubic
metres of water to more than 10,000 properties a day.
There is room to increase this to 35,000 cubic metres per day in the
future, should it be needed.
Work on the new water treatment plant began in October 2011
following the updating of New Zealand Drinking-water Standards
and to guarantee supply.
The rooftop was the last feature to be completed at the site, and
is now frequented by both visitors and locals keen for a good view
out to the lake. It has seats, viewing hatches and decking inscribed
with facts about Lake Taupö.
So far the rooftop has featured two sculptures. The latest, ‘Siren’
by New Zealand artist Michael Smither, will be adding a burst of
colour to the platform until the end of the year. The sculptures are
replaced intermittently and both of those that have featured so far
were provided by the Taupö Sculpture Trust.

Hi

folks
I

t’s hard to believe it is almost time to start
preparing our next 10-Year Plan.

We’ve already held a number of workshops
with the new mayor and councillors to start
gathering their thoughts and ideas about
their vision for the district and how we are
going to get there.
The one thing that has resonated in these
early stages is that we are all incredibly
proud to be paving the way for future
generations and we have a passion for the
place that we call home.
Local Government is a complex business.
Serving the needs and wants of a district
with many varied communities, each with
their own wish list, is no easy task. That’s
why we rely on feedback from you, our
ratepayers, to help ensure we are on the
right track.
In the coming weeks we will be coming
to you with some specific things to
consider to help us make plans for the
Taupö District from 2015-2025. It is
important that you give us feedback
because it is you that helps the mayor
and councillors decide the services,
activities and projects we provide and
how they are paid for.
Looking back over the three years since
we adopted the current 10-Year Plan,
we all have an immense sense of pride
about what we have achieved.
We have substantially reduced our
operating costs, streamlined our
processes to create a number of
efficiencies and completed a number
of major projects such as building the
new water treatment plant, the first
two stages of the Turangi revitalisation
project and redeveloped the lakefront
at Mangakino.
With a substantial number of
infrastructure projects complete, we
can now turn our focus to reducing
our debt which will give us the ability
to better limit any rate increases in
the future.
As always, we are looking to make
improvements wherever we can and
welcome your feedback. Please feel
free to email me at
rwilliams@taupo.govt.nz. We’re keen
to hear your points of view.
Rob Williams
Chief Executive

Your vote is important! A by-election is required by law to fill a seat representing the TaupöKaingaroa ward which was vacated by Keith Crate due to ill health.
The by-election will be conducted by postal ballot. All you will need to do is select your
preferred candidate from a list of nominees before posting your voting papers back to us.
Voting papers will be sent out over the next week. If you have not received your papers by
May 6, please contact us on 07 376 0899 or email info@taupo.govt.nz to arrange a special vote.
The successful candidate will be elected using the first past the post electoral system after
voting closes at noon on May 23. Preliminary results should be available later that day, with a
declaration of the successful candidate posted on our website on May 27.
TAUPÖ-KAINGAROA WARD RATEPAYERS WHO LIVE ELSEWHERE
If you pay rates on property inside the Taupö-Kaingaroa ward but live outside that area, you
may qualify to vote in the by-election as a ratepayer elector. Those eligible need to complete an
Enrolment Form for Ratepayer Electors by calling us on 07 376 0899 or downloading it from our
website. Registrations will be taken up until 4pm on Thursday, May 22.
For more information on the candidates or electoral process, visit www.taupo.govt.nz or contact
the deputy electoral officer on 07 376 0899.
THE CANDIDATES FOR THE BY-ELECTION ARE:
Andrew Leiataua, Bernhard Chrustowski, Doreen Blyth, William Regan, Ian Chamberlain, Doug
Simmons, Tristy Vadnjal, Rex Mincher, Linda Hudson, Edna Isaacs.

SUCCESS FOR AC BATHS
AC Baths has been full steam ahead since the completion of its refurbishment
late last year, with renewed PoolSafe accreditation, a booming swim school and
a safe, sustainable new environment.
Work was done to address issues relating to the previous upgrade of the facility,
principally around poor design, construction and bad vapour barriers resulting
in the complex becoming unsafe and unhealthy. Work was completed on the
refurbishment in December and reopened to the public just before Christmas.
It saw over 80,000 people through the doors in the three months following its
reopening.

MAKING WAVES WITH THE SWIM SCHOOL

Popularity of the pools has sky-rocketed since it reopened in full in December. The swim school had
over 600 children signed up for lessons in the first week of operation this year, up from 200 during
winter, when the learn-to-swim pool was unavailable due to the refurbishment. Only selected classes
could operate from two lanes of the outdoor 25m pool during the refurbishment.
The learn-to-swim pool has been given a whole new look, and now has a seismically strengthened
building, large windows that allow natural light in and a new corridor that links it to changing rooms
and the main entrance. Contractors also installed non-slip flooring and a new pool liner and improved
the building’s ventilation.
Children enrolled for this year range from six months to 12 years old. The team at the award-winning
swim school believes lessons are an essential for young people growing up in Taupö. “With all the
rivers and lakes in our district, learning to swim really is a necessity for Taupö children,” swim school
supervisor Lorraine Te Punga said. “Classes run from Monday to Saturday so contact us to sign your
child up and we can teach them skills for life.”
Last year the swim school won the Quality Swim School of the Year at the State Insurance Swimming
New Zealand Awards. The award is given to recognise the swim school that has best embraced the
Swimming New Zealand Pathway to Learning, a teaching programme for instructors and coaches
promoted by Swimming New Zealand.
The learn-to-swim pool is now also open at weekends from noon to 7.30pm for families with children
under eight years old to provide a warm indoor environment for young families.

ENSURING YOU’RE SAFE WITH POOLSAFE

You can rest assured you’re in good hands at the AC Baths and the Genesis Energy Turangi Aquatic
Centre – they both recently gained PoolSafe accreditation. PoolSafe accreditation is given to swimming
pool complexes that have met a set of criteria based around the safety of pool users, water quality, staff
training and operating procedures. The audit happens each year, and the AC Baths has taken part in the
PoolSafe process since its inception in 2003, and gained it every year since.
Pool operations manager Nigel Newbery said he was proud of his team for their part in making sure the
AC Baths was safe. “It is fantastic to know that the pool users can happily make the most of our superb
facilities in the knowledge they are safe and being looked after by highly trained team members,” he said.

Schools quick to sign up for road safety expo
HELP BRING DOWN OUR ROAD TOLL – COME ALONG TO OUR ANNUAL ROAD SAFETY COMMUNITY EVENING WITH YOUR FAMILY.
The community evening is part of a two-day road safety expo on at
the Great Lake Centre in Taupö, where hundreds of school children
will learn about the devastating effects of a crash.
We all know someone who has been caught up in the ‘Ripple Effect’
– the consequences of a road crash that stretch far beyond the
victim and their family.
Parents and local emergency services staff will be sharing their
stories on the ripple effect of road trauma and offering advice at
the expo.
Schools taking part include Taupö Nui-a-Tia College, Tauhara
College, Lake Taupö Christian School, Hirangi School, Tongariro
School and Mangakino Area School. A total of 600 students in years
10 and 13 will take part.
The community night is on May 22 from 6pm-9pm at the Great Lake
Centre theatre. For more information contact Christine Hutchison
on 07 376 0720.

PLENTY FOR

youth

In 2008 young people aged 15 to 24
years were involved in...


37 per cent of all fatal crashes and



8 per cent of all serious injury
3
crashes on New Zealand roads,
despite making up only...



14.5 per cent of our population.

Come along and take action and be a
part of reducing these figures.

TO DO IN TURANGI

Turangi youth are taking full advantage of the new skate park and play area
in Turangi, which were built over a few short months over summer.
The project was completed in February and was part of a wider project
to revitalise the Turangi town centre. The first stage of the revitalisation
saw the entrance into town from Pihanga Road spruced up, with extensive
landscaping and the installation of crossings.
The second stage included the skate park, which had been a long time
coming for Turangi youth. They helped with its design and were the driving
force behind its construction. Council staff and contractors consulted
with youth to find out what best suited their needs and this was a big
consideration in the creation of the skate park and play area.
The play area also includes two 4.5m-high swings, a hammock and an
existing rope climbing structure that has been relocated to the site.

Mangakino

lakefront development
The Mangakino lakefront has a new look and improved safety, with vegetation
removed, a new retaining wall installed and landscaping complete.
The retaining wall will combat erosion and the vegetation opens the lakefront
up for ease of use. The redevelopment project was finished with a tidy up that
included the reseeding of grass and levelling of the land.
The project will enable the separation of water based activities, so boats and
other water vessels do not occupy the same space as swimmers, promoting
safety and positive interaction between the groups.
Now, boats are able to approach the shore away from swimmers and other
recreational users.
A safer and more appealing lakefront is here, Mangakino – get out there and
enjoy it!
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A SELECTION OF EVENTS IN TAUPō DISTRICT

For more information visit www.taupo.govt.nz or www.GreatLakeTaupo.com
Until 4 May

Te Po – The Night exhibition, Taupö Museum

3-4 May

Special Olympics Tournament, Taupö Golf Club

Until 4 May

Moa – Know More exhibition, Taupö Museum

4 May

Taupō Winter Series Round 1, Digger McEwen Park

8-18 May

Erupt Lake Taupō Festival, Various

8 May-2 June

‘Islanders’ by Jo Torr, Erupt exhibition, Taupö Museum

8 May-2 June

‘Art of Fashion’, Erupt exhibition, Taupö Museum

10-11 May

Diesel, Demons & Daredevils – Truck Racing, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

16-18 May

NRM National Three Day Event, National Equestrian Centre

24 May

Ricoh Taupō Motorsport Park Public Drift Day, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

30 May-2 June

Taupo Ballet Society Queen’s Birthday Weekend Dance Festival, Great Lake Centre

31 May-1 June

Mixed Pairs Open Tournament, Taupö Golf Club

1 June

Kids’ Fishing Day, Tongariro National Trout Centre

7 June

Origin Windows NI Endurance Race Series, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

7-8 June

Suzuki Berm Buster, Wainui Forest

7-23 June

Class Effort exhibition, Taupö Museum

15 June

Craters Classic 25km & 40km, Wairakei Forest Mountain Biking Park

21-22 June

Winter Series - Dual Sprints and Clubmans Round 1, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

28 June

Ricoh Taupō Motorsport Park Public Drift Day, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

28 June

Battle of the Clubs, Digger McEwen Park

28 June-2 August

Matariki 2014 exhibition, Taupö Museum

29 June

Taupō Winter Series Round 3, Digger McEwen Park

5 July

North Island Cross Country Championships, Spa Thermal Park

5 July

Northern Sports Car Club/Historic Racing Club Endurance, Ricoh Taupö
Motorsport Park

5 July

Bride of the Year, Great Lake Centre

6 July

HOKA ONE ONE Tauhara Trail Run/Walk, Mount Tauhara

12-13 July

Starlight Cinema Hobby Expo, Taupö Events Centre

12-13 July

Suzuki Berm Buster, Tahorakuri Forest

16 July

Kids’ Fishing Day, Tongariro National Trout Centre

19 July

Banff Film Festival, Great Lake Centre

19-20 July

Winter Series – Dual Sprints and Clubmans Round 2, Ricoh Taupö Motorsport Park

27 July

Cat Show, Great Lake Centre

27 July

Taupō Winter Series Round 4, Digger McEwen Park

29 July

Careers Expo, Great Lake Centre

Sports and outdoors

Art and culture

Community

Mail Taupö District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupö 3352
Email info@taupo.govt.nz
Ph +64 7 376 0899 or 0800 ASK TDC Fax +64 7 378 0118
Web www.taupo.govt.nz
Taupö Main Office, 72 Lake Terrace, Taupö
Ph +64 7 376 0899 Fax +64 7 378 0118

Turangi Office, Town Centre, Turangi
Ph +64 7 386 7017 Fax +64 7 386 8449
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Kids’ Fising Day, Tongariro Nati
Trout Centre

*This edition of Connect Quarterly cost 12 cents per copy, including

GST.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US

Search for Taupö District Council on Facebook
If you’re a Twitter fan, follow @Taupo_DC
Mangakino Office, Civic Centre, Rangatira Drive
Ph +64 7 882 8700 Fax +64 7 882 8330

