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Shaping our
district's future
Another year is drawing to a close and while many people are busy
planning their summer holidays, we are busy preparing the next draft
10-Year Plan for the district.
The 10-Year Plan sets out the services and activities the council delivers
to the community and how they are paid for. It’s where you can find
out how much it costs to run the district, how the rates you pay will be
spent and what new projects are planned over the next decade.
During September, the Mayor, Councillors and staff were out and
about getting feedback from the community on some options
they specifically wanted direction on. We did this through over 40
community meetings, online through our website and Facebook, and
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by inviting people to have their say through a questionnaire printed
in the newspaper. In an effort to cut costs, out-of-district ratepayers
received a postcard inviting them to take part online or by requesting
a hard copy be sent to them.
In total over 900 people gave feedback on a number of things
including everything from ideas for economic development in the
district to the types of groups that should receive community grants.
Councillors will consider that feedback through a series of workshops
between now and March. The draft plan will be released for further
feedback in March so keep an eye out around then for your chance to
help shape the district’s future.

TIMES OF SUMMER

Summer is nearly here and with it there will be plenty of events and
activities going on in the Taupö District.
Over the next few months we’ll be hosting some of our biggest
national and international events, including the Kellogg's NutriGrain IRONMAN New Zealand 2015, the Contact Lake Taupö Cycle
Challenge and the Taupö Summer Concert.
IRONMAN New Zealand takes place 7 March and features international
endurance athletes at the top level, bringing thousands of competitors
into the district and even more supporters. Spectators flock to town to
view the event from all along the course, including the lakefront and up
to Reporoa for the cycle leg.
This month on 29 November we’ve got the Contact Lake Taupö Cycle

Visit www.GreatLakeTaupo.com/events for more about events

Challenge – the country’s biggest cycling event that is now in its 38th
year. Historically over 9000 competitive and recreational cyclists have
taken the chance to travel around our beautiful lake on two wheels or
take on the mountain bike trails, and this year similar numbers
are expected.
The Taupö Summer Concert is something many people look forward to
each year and next year will be no exception with Heart, Foreigner and
Three Dog Night the headline acts. It will be held on 24 January in the
stunning Taupö amphitheatre and is expected to attract up to
14,000 people.
Events always get the town buzzing, so make sure you come and get
amongst it.
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TURANGI’S MALL SHAPING UP

folks

Timber seating, paving and new features are popping up in Turangi’s
town centre as the final stage of the town’s revitalisation takes shape.
Turangi’s main shopping area is getting a fresh new look in time for
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ummer is just around the corner
and it won’t be long until our
usual influx of visitors arrives, which
always adds another dimension to
our already vibrant district.

As a council, we’ve had another
great year of providing services to
our communities, helping to ensure
that vibrancy is maintained and providing a level of resilience for
the future.
Civil Defence is one of our most important functions when it
comes to creating resilient communities.

summer with the front and rear of the mall area revamped.
Work includes the creation of a stage and the installation of timber
decking, landscaping, a pedestrian crossing and a drinking fountain.
An earlier plan to include a shared space with vehicle access has been
removed in response to feedback from the community.
The third stage of the revitalisation will complement the first two which
saw the beautification of the entrance to town and a skate park and play
area developed at Te Kapua Park.
Work is expected to be completed by Christmas.

The installation of the two new generators at the Great Lake
Centre and at the Taupö Events Centre to provide a back-up
power source, should it be needed, has taken our capability in
an emergency to a new level.
These generators could provide essential power for thousands
of people should we be faced with a significant event and are
a massive step forward in the district’s preparedness.
In a regional first, we held a large scale welfare exercise at the
end of September to test our capability and I was pleased to
see we passed with flying colours.
Representatives from the Ministry of Civil Defence and
Emergency Management and the Waikato Region Civil
Defence Group were there to see us in action and provided
some really positive feedback on what they saw. As a
ratepayer, you can be rest assured that our planning puts us
in good stead to ensure you are looked after should
disaster strike.
The other major area where we have been focussing on
building resilience has been water.
We have had a very strong focus on the quality of drinking
water, particularly for Taupö, Turangi and Mangakino and
now our attention is turning to our other smaller supplies.
Central Government also has a strong focus on drinking
water quality and it is pleasing to see them willing to
invest in communities like ours. Both Waihi Village and
Waitahanui have been successful in attracting Government
subsidies, both over $1 million, to give them security
of supply.
While we are still to consult with Waitahanui residents on
whether they want to take up the Government’s offer, the
trustees of Waihi Village and the surrounding land have
led their own charge in terms of securing supply and
connecting the village to the Turangi water supply and
this will be advancing in the near future.
The other water supplies around the district will certainly
be in the spotlight as the Council starts to debate its
next 10-Year Plan and there will be challenges and issues
in ensuring any upgrade is fit for purpose and if our
small communities can afford them.
Well, that’s it from me. Whatever you are doing over the
festive season make sure you stay safe, particularly in
and around the water.
Again, there is a line-up of events for us all to enjoy over
summer so let’s make the most of it!
Rob Williams
Chief Executive

TELL US BEFORE LIGHTING A FIRE
If you are planning on lighting an open fire in a rural area in the Taupö District,
you now need a fire permit.
The restricted fire season began on 1 October. From now until April next year,
weather conditions are likely to be drier, as the district is prone to long periods
without rain. These conditions can cause open fires to quickly escalate and get
out of control.
By telling us when you are planning on an open fire in a rural area, we are able to
easily monitor it and ensure it does not become a hazard.
Those who want to have this type of fire need to submit their application for a
permit to us at least 48 hours prior to the fire. Application forms are available from
council offices on Lake Terrace, in Turangi and Mangakino or by contacting the
council on 07 376 0899.
All applicants must sign the permit before it is issued.
The restricted fire season is expected to continue through summer until at least
30 April. This may be extended if conditions remain dry.

OUR HOURS OVER CHRISTMAS
The holiday season is just around the corner and council
offices will have limited hours during this time.
All offices will close at 1pm on Christmas Eve and will then be closed
until Monday, 29 December. From 29 December to 31 December, offices will
be open from 9am to 3pm. Normal hours resume from Monday, 5 January.
For information on rubbish and recycling collection over the festive season visit our
website www.taupo.govt.nz.

KEEP SAFE IN THE WATER FOR A GREAT

summer

Two dangerous spots along the Waikato River are now clearly pointed out to visitors with new
signage installed to warn people against swimming there.
Our staff put the signs in on the riverbanks at Riverside Park and Spa Thermal Park in an effort to
reduce the likelihood of drowning. Both spots have strong currents and undertows, deep cold
water and submerged rocks below the surface. Two people have drowned in the river in the past
two years.
District manager of parks and public spaces John Ridd said while the river was scenic, its water
moved quickly and was dangerous. It was hoped the signs would deter people from using the area
as a swimming spot.
“We have so many other, safer places to swim in our district that are equally beautiful and handy
to town,” he said. “We are doing our best to protect our community and our visitors and hope
people help themselves by avoiding swimming in these areas.”
Mr Ridd said there was a lot of discussion around the safety of the river following the drownings
and the council wanted to make positive changes in people’s attitude toward the safety of the river.
“These signs will encourage people to think before they swim and hopefully save lives,” he said.

SAFER ROAD CROSSING FOR LAKE TERRACE
The community is making the most of the new safety measures introduced to a busy section
of Lake Terrace.
Measures to slow traffic on Lake Terrace between Rainbow Point and the Two Mile Bay were
introduced after concern around the safety of pedestrians crossing the section of road.
Two pedestrian islands have been constructed – near Rainbow Drive and Hawai Street – and
the speed limit signage near Rainbow Drive has been improved. The kerb has also been
extended in some places to encourage slower speeds and make it safer for pedestrians
to cross.
The road is officially a state highway controlled by the New Zealand Transport Agency, but
the council worked with NZTA to allow safety work to be done.

TAUPŌ CENOTAPH TO BE UPGRADED
Taupö’s cenotaph is getting a fresh new look for the centenary of World War I next year.
The cenotaph is being refurbished courtesy of a grant from the Lottery World War One
Commemorations and Environment and Heritage Committee. The council applied for
the funding and received a grant of $144,000.
The cenotaph stands outside the Great Lake Centre and is being revitalised to
commemorate the 100-year anniversary of the start of World War I. The cenotaph itself
will be tidied up and the surrounding area paved in red and black to resemble a poppy
and the official centenary emblem.
Strategic projects manager Andrew Boden said the cenotaph was due for an upgrade
and would be looking good for an important year in recognising the district’s fallen
soldiers. “The cenotaph is due for an upgrade and this refurbishment will bring it to life
again,” he said. “The design featuring the symbolic poppy evokes powerful emotions
and we think this will help it become a better place to remember those involved in
the Great War.”
The cenotaph refurbishment is a joint project between the council, the Returned
Services Association, Ngäti Tüwharetoa and the Taupö branch of the Society
of Genealogists.
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A SELECTION OF EVENTS IN THE TAUPÖ DISTRICT

For more information visit www.taupo.govt.nz or www.GreatLakeTaupo.com
Until 18 Nov

The Homefront, Taupö Museum

Until 1 Dec

Towards The Precipice, Taupö Museum

7 Nov

Starlight Cinema Fireworks and Laser Extravaganza, Owen Delany Park

7-9 Nov

The Optimist North Island Championships, Lake Taupö Yacht Club

8 Nov

River Wild Raft & Run Team Challenge 2014, Tongariro River

8 Nov

The Taniwha, Arapuni to Whakamaru

14 Nov

Taupö District Sports Awards, Great Lake Centre

14-16 Nov

Supercheap Auto Powercruise #52, Taupö Motorsport Park

15-16 Nov

Taupö Choral Society, Great Lake Centre

22 Nov-16 Dec

Beach, Bush and Beyond by Roger Dowman, Taupö Museum

29 Nov

Contact Huka MTB Challenges, Taupö

29 Nov

Lake Taupö Cycle Challenge, Lake Taupö

6 Dec-13 Jan

Liquid Light by Wanganui Glass School, Taupö Museum

13 Dec

Taupö Half, Taupö

TAUPÖ SUMMER CONCERT

18-21 Dec

Christmas Classic Jumping and National Derby, National Equestrian Centre

20 Dec-20 Jan

Four Photos, Taupö Museum

24 Dec

Christmas in the Pool, AC Baths

The 2015 Taupö Summer Concert is nearly
here and it’s expected to be another huge hit
with the crowds.

28 Dec

Taupö Thunder Dragway, Taupö Motorsport Park

29 Dec

Taupö Rodeo, corner of Centennial Drive and Broadlands Road

31 Dec

New Year’s Eve Fireworks, Taupö lakefront

3 Jan

Taupö Thunder Dragway, Taupö Motorsport Park

9 Jan

Historic Racing Club – Tasman Revival, Taupö Motorsport Park

10 Jan

Epic Swim, Lake Taupö

17-18 Jan

Lakeland Power Boat Club Regatta, Lake Maraetai

17 Jan-2 Mar

Whanganui Artists, Taupö Museum

24-25 Jan

Taupö Car Club National Meet, Taupö Motorsport Park

29 Jan-1 Feb

Wanderlust Festival, Wairakei Resort

31 Jan-24 Feb

Fragile – Paintings by Tammie Rose Riddle, Taupö Museum

1 Feb

Sovereign Tri Series Kinloch, Kinloch

6 Feb

Waitangi Taupö Moana Festival 2015, Riverside Park

21 Feb

20th Taupö New Balance Great Lake Relay, Lake Taupö

28 Feb

Lake Taupö Across the Lake Swim, Lake Taupö

28 Feb-31 Mar

Growth – Aotearoa Quilter’s Challenge, Taupö Museum

WANDERLUST

1 Mar

Ironkidz Taupö Triathlon, Taupö lakefront

7 Mar

Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain IRONMAN New Zealand, Taupö

7 Mar-27 Apr

Early Taupö Development, Taupö Museum

28-29 Mar

Oxfam Trailwalker – 10th Anniversary, Taupö

Yoga and music festival Wanderlust is here!
It’s a brand new event for the Taupö District
and will be hitting Wairakei Resort from
29 January to 1 February.

This information was correct at time of printing.
Visit www.GreatLakeTaupo.com/events for a complete list of up to date events.

Sports and outdoors

Art and culture

Community

Mail Taupö District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupö 3352
Email info@taupo.govt.nz
Ph +64 7 376 0899 or 0800 ASK TDC Fax +64 7 378 0118
Web www.taupo.govt.nz
Taupö Main Office, 72 Lake Terrace, Taupö
Ph +64 7 376 0899 Fax +64 7 378 0118

Turangi Office, Town Centre, Turangi
Ph +64 7 386 7017 Fax +64 7 386 8449

Legendary artists Three Dog Night, Foreigner
and Heart are all playing at the Taupö
amphitheatre on Saturday, 24 January on
Auckland Anniversary weekend.
Tickets are on sale now and can be purchased
by locals from the Taupö i-SITE on Tongariro
Street for $89 plus booking fee or at the
standard price of $99 plus booking fee from
www.ticketek.co.nz.

Wanderlust brings together the world’s
top yoga teachers, musical acts, renowned
speakers, world-class chefs and performers
to provide an experience that surprises
and delights.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US
Search for Taupö District Council on Facebook
If you’re a Twitter fan, follow @Taupo_DC
Mangakino Office, Civic Centre, Rangatira Drive
Ph +64 7 882 8700 Fax +64 7 882 8330

