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LONG TERM PLAN ADOPTED
FOR

2015-2025

The lowest rates increases in over a decade and a long term strategy aiming
to make the district an even better place to live have been adopted by
Taupö District Council in its 10-Year Plan to 2025.
In June, the council signed off on the plan that will guide the services,
key projects and initiatives it is planning to undertake in the next 10 years.
Mayor David Trewavas said the plan had a strong focus on maintaining
what we have as well as consolidating some of the gains already made and
conservatively building on what made the district special.
“One consistent message we received was to limit rates increases and reduce
our debt,” said Mr Trewavas.
The plan had allowed the council to limit rates increases to between two and
three per cent each year for the next 10 years, even with inflation adjustments.
It would also see gross debt reduce from $162 million to $103 million by 2025
and net debt reaching zero by 2023.

A full copy of the Long Term Plan
is available at www.taupo.govt.nz
and at council offices and libraries.

Mr Trewavas said there had been 464 submissions on the consultation
document and they had helped finalise the council’s decisions, particularly
in the case of the rock climbing wall which had been earmarked for closure.
“There was strong community support for the wall to be retained and we
listened and reacted accordingly,” he said.

Other decisions made following feedback from the community
• T
 he funding of community grants be set at $275,000
per annum.
• A
 review of the community grants policy take place in the
2015/16 financial year.
• E
 nding the council’s involvement in the school holiday
and after school care programmes and transferring the
services to Youthtown.
• D
 iscontinuing the Les Mills classes at the Taupö Events
Centre, as contracts expire.
• C
 ontinuing to provide housing for the elderly from 2015
to 2018 or until a suitable alternative provider is found.

• Increasing funding for Enterprise Great Lake Taupö
by $25,000 to $375,000 a year, for the funding of the
business attraction campaign.
• C
 ontinue funding Destination Great Lake Taupö
by $1.75 million a year.
• Continue the same level of funding for events.
• To steadily reduce the amount of income currently
applied to rates from the TEL fund to create a
community fund for community services and projects,
with a framework a guiding philosophy for the fund
to be developed before the next Long Term Plan.
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It has been confirmed – our financial management rivals some of the best in New Zealand.
Our credit rating was raised to AA by international credit rating agency Standard and Poor’s
earlier this year. The world-renowned rating agency reported to the council that it had
“very strong financial management, budgetary flexibility and budgetary performance”.
It also acknowledged our strong liquidity and low contingent liabilities.

Hi

“Taupö’s improving budgetary performance will reduce and sustain its total tax-supported debt
to less than 200 per cent of operating revenues in 2017. We consider that this debt burden no
longer represents a significantly higher level of risk compared to AA peers,” the report said.

FOLKS

One of the things about living in the modern
world is that technology is moving faster
than ever.
No sooner than you take a new smartphone
out of the box, a new one being released
that can do things smarter and faster than
ever before.
As your council, we are currently
considering how we respond to that.
How do we stay relevant to our ratepayers
and the wider community in an age where
80 per cent of New Zealanders currently
run their lives out of the palm of their hand?
Many of us, who own a smartphone or
tablet, know the frustration of being told:
“Sorry, you can’t do that online but we
are working on it.” How do we make
it easier for people to conduct their
day-to-day business with us given that,
by 2020, 95 per cent of people will be
smartphone users?
We are proud to have been an early
adopter of new technology, and this
has been reflected in the awards we
have won for our online innovation for
things like online Land Information
Memorandums. As a ratepayer in
the Taupö District, you can now do
more online than ever before. But
is it enough? Are you getting the
information you need in a timely way
that most suits your needs? Right now,
maybe. But we need to keep up with
the pace of change to ensure you still
are in a few years’ time.
We are currently developing a digital
strategy for Taupö District Council
to ensure that technology and the
smartphone age are considered when
we make our business decisions and
investment choices.
We want ensure we are serving you,
our customer, in the most efficient and
effective way. How do you think we
should we evolve? I would appreciate
hearing your thoughts so feel free to
email me at rwilliams@taupo.govt.nz.
Rob Williams
Chief Executive

“The outlook is stable, reflecting that the council’s debt will continue to fall in line with our basecase forecast.”
Mayor David Trewavas said the council was working hard to keep its finances in good order
and he was thrilled it was up there with the highest-rated councils in New Zealand.
“Being only one of 10 councils in New Zealand to have an AA rating means we are in an
incredibly strong position to negotiate the best possible deal for the ratepayer when it comes to
servicing our debt,” Mr Trewavas said.
Council finances, and the way they were managed, are often criticised because they are very
complex and difficult to understand, he said.
“Our finances are regularly audited by the Office of the Auditor General, and this is another
report that acknowledges we are on the right track, particularly in terms of addressing our debt,”
he said.
The annual financial benefit of council’s very strong AA Standard and Poor’s credit rating, and
of being a foundation shareholder of the Local Government Funding Agency, is now $750,000
per annum based on $150 million of borrowings.
Standard and Poor’s conducts an assessment of Taupö District Council’s financial position every
12 months. Last year the council was rated AA- positive outlook. The highest Standard and Poor’s
credit rating in New Zealand is Central Government’s AA+ rating.

NEW RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR

SOUTHERN SETTLEMENTS
The first ever reserve management
plan for the south western bay
settlements has been adopted
by council and covers the reserves
of Pukawa, Omori, Kuratau and
Whareroa.
The South Western Bay Settlements
Reserve Management Plan was
adopted at the June council meeting.
Several meetings were held with the
community and over 80 submissions
were made when the plan went out
for consultation over the summer
period. This led to some key changes
being made.
In the draft, there was an allowance for freedom camping for one annual rally at Omori,
but a large number of submissions were against this so the plan was changed to ban freedom
camping altogether.
The draft plan also suggested a process begin that would see Pukawa Esplanade Reserve be
handed back to original owners Ngati Manunui. However after hearing feedback from the
community, the council decided it would instead work with iwi and the community to improve
relationships and the community’s understanding of the cultural and historical significance
of the reserve.
The new reserve management plan is now available on our website or you can pick up a hard
copy from one of our offices.

KINLOCH RESERVE REVIEW
You have just under a week left to make
submissions on the use of Kinloch’s reserves.
There are three issues being looked at by
the council:
• A
 proposal to have a mountain bike
kiosk in Kinloch Domain Reserve
would require an amendment to the
Kinloch Reserve Management Plan to
allow commercial activity on the reserve.
• T
 he boat ramp (Scotsman’s Ramp) at
Kinloch is deteriorating and a decision
needs to be made about its future.
• V
 ehicle access on the Kinloch Lakefront
Reserve has caused some concern around the
damage being done to tree root systems.
There is more information on these issues on
our website. Submissions are open until 5pm on
August 7 and can be done at www.taupo.govt.nz
or by picking up hard copy forms from one of
our offices.

INTERSECTION REVAMP
Three major intersections in Taupö are getting a
revamp after safety concerns were raised about
gardens obstructing motorists’ views.
The intersections are at Ruapehu and Tamamutu
streets, Gascoigne and Tamamutu streets and
Tongariro and Tamamutu streets.
The removal of vegetation at the intersections
will improve pedestrian visibility and safety.
Police have raised some concerns about the
trees blocking views for road users and CCTV
cameras.

SOUNDS AIR SERVICE PROVING POPULAR
The new air operator that has replaced Air New Zealand on the Taupö to Wellington
route has been a huge hit with the Taupö community, with passengers steadily
increasing.
Marlborough-based Sounds Air began flying the route on June 2, following the
announcement from Air New Zealand in November last year that it would stop offering
the service from the end of April 2015.
The council has a six-year agreement with Sounds Air to provide at least three return
flights on each week day and two return flights on Saturdays and Sundays
If the average number of seats per flight per week is less than three, the council will pay
the difference in the cost per seat. The level of support for the service in the first few
weeks has meant the guarantee has not been called upon.
Mayor David Trewavas said it was great to see so many locals using the new service.

The gardens around the intersections are also
about 20 years old and due for an upgrade. We
want to inject new life into these intersections
and make them attractive, as well as making the
community safer.

“I have heard so many positive reviews of Sounds Air’s service, crew and planes,”
he said. “It’s great we have secured this service and we know it is hugely beneficial
for our tourism and business sectors.”

The gardens around the intersections are being
demolished and will be replaced with lower,
less intrusive planted areas and appropriate
trees and plants. Larger mature trees will be
kept where possible. Modern timber, stone and
concrete structures will house the new gardens.

Sounds Air managing director Andrew Crawford said more and more people were using
the service as they heard about it.

We are communicating and working with
affected retailers throughout the project to keep
them updated and minimise any disruption the
work might cause.
The work is covered by the budget for
improvements to the central business district
and should be completed by Christmas.

He said many big organisations were now using the service regularly.

“We’re really happy with the way the Taupö community has embraced the new service
and are confident it will continue to grow,” he said.
Flights take about 45 minutes and are on a nine-seater Pilatus PC12 – a single-engine,
turboprop plane widely used in Australia and the United States and manufactured
in Switzerland.
Seats are offered at a fixed price of $219 per flight regardless of when booked.
Concessions for 10 flights at $209 per seat are also available.
Anyone wanting to book a flight can do so online at www.soundsair.com
or phone 0800 505 005.

DO IT ONLINE
Did you know you can pay online for your rates, dog registrations and a number of other council services?
You can also make receiving invoices hassle-free by opting in to have them emailed to you by visiting
www.taupo.govt.nz/optin and signing up. You can even choose which types of invoices you want emailed
including rates, water, building consents, resource consents and dog registrations.
Doing things online with us is easy. There is a link from our homepage to all our online tools and services,
so you can save time and do it all from the comfort of your own home.
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A SELECTION OF EVENTS IN THE TAUPÖ DISTRICT
For more information visit www.taupo.govt.nz or www.GreatLakeTaupo.com
1 August

Hoka One One Taupö Half Marathon, Taupö

1 August

Körero Paki (storytelling) with Hinepaaka, Taupö Museum

2 August

Taupö Youth Wind Band Performance, Taupö Museum

7-9 August

ESNZ Show Hunter Training Camp, National Equestrian Centre

8 August

The Global Run – Team Taupö, Taupö Events Centre

8-9 August

Suzuki Berm Buster, Taharua Road

8 Aug-14 Sept

Never A Week Goes By, World War I display and exhibition,
Taupö Museum

15 August

Taupö Dressage Group Winter Weekend, National Equestrian Centre

15 Aug-14 Sept

Dean Stebbing’s Pop Art, Taupö Museum

16 August

Rotorua Dressage Group Winter Weekend, National Equestrian Centre

19 August

The Merchant Food & Wine Expo, Great Lake Centre

30 August

Taupö Winter Series – Round 5, Digger McEwen Park

30-31 August

Character Animals with Jill Maas, Turangi Artworks studio

4 September

Fink About It presented by The Laughing Samoans,
Great Lake Centre

5 September

Taupö Dressage Group, National Equestrian Centre

5 September

Hoka One One Kinloch Offroad Challenge, Kenrigg Road, Kinloch

7 September

Trustpower Community Awards, Great Lake Centre

9 September

Isla Grant Farewell Concert Tour, Great Lake Centre

12-13 September

Suzuki Berm Buster, Taharua Road

13 September

Rotorua Dressage, National Equestrian Centre

13 September

Ford Muscle Car Club Dual Sprint Day, Taupö Motorsport Park

16-18 September

Tüwharetoa Festival, Taupö Events Centre

19-20 September

Indoor Bowls Tournament, Taupö Events Centre

19-20 September

Waikato Show Hunter, National Equestrian Centre

21 September

Royal New Zealand Navy Band Concert, Great Lake Centre

26-27 September

Rotorua Showjumping, National Equestrian Centre

26-27 September

Sika Show, Taupö Events Centre

26-27 September

The Original Gypsy Fair, Tongariro Domain

26 Sept-2 Nov

Don Hill – Oil Paintings, Taupö Museum

27 September

Taupö Winter Series – Round 6, Digger McEwen Park

7 October

Kids Fish Out, Tongariro National Trout Centre

10-11 October

Taupö Spring Trial, National Equestrian Centre

17-18 October

Equidays, National Equestrian Centre

17-18 October

Suzuki Berm Buster, Taharua Road

23-25 October

Taupö Car Club IRC Summer Series, Taupö Motorsport Park

24 October

Omori/Kuratau Art & Craft Market, Omori/Kuratau Hall

24 Oct-8 Nov

Turangi Artwork Annual Exhibition, Turangi town centre

24 Oct-30 Nov

Art From Another View, Taupö Museum

Sports and outdoors

Art and culture

Community

Greenstone Entertainment is excited to return for its fifth year
of the Taupö Summer Concert featuring Huey Lewis and the
News, REO Speedwagon and Melissa Etheridge on Saturday,
January 30 2016.
Huey Lewis and The News is one of America’s truly great rock
and roll bands. The Grammy Award winners have brought you

‘If This is It’ and ‘Power of Love’.
Fronted by iconic vocalist Kevin Cronin since 1972, REO
Speedwagon has had huge influence on the music and the
culture of rock and roll with massive hit singles such as “Keep
On Loving You” and “Take It On the Run”.
Melissa Etheridge charms hearts with her raspy, smoky vocals,
prompting seventeen Grammy Award nominations as well as
an Academy Award for Best Original Song ‘I Need to Wake
Up’ in An Inconvenient Truth.
Tickets are on sale Monday, July 6. Strictly limited local tickets
are $89 (plus booking fee) at i-Site Taupö. All other tickets are
$99 (plus booking fee) through www.ticketek.co.nz or
0800 TICKET.

One of New Zealand’s most successfu
l live comedy acts
comes to Taupö this September to
entertain with their
unique brand of humour.
Comedians Eteuati Ete and Tofiga
Fepuleai have been
touring New Zealand, Australia, the
Pacific Islands, the
United Kingdom and the United Stat
es for more than 10
years now, bringing their hilarious
shows to hundreds and
thousands of fans. Their new show
Fink About It is sure to
be another hit and is an evening the
whole family can enjoy.
Get your tickets from Ticketek at www
.ticketek.co.nz or
on 0800 TICKET – adults $25, seni
ors $20, students and
children $15, $60 for a family of two
adults and two children.

This information was correct at time of printing.
Visit www.GreatLakeTaupo.com/events for a complete list of up to date events.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US
Mail Taupö District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupö 3352
Email info@taupo.govt.nz
Ph +64 7 376 0899 or 0800 ASK TDC Fax +64 7 378 0118
Web www.taupo.govt.nz
Taupö Main Office, 72 Lake Terrace, Taupö
Ph +64 7 376 0899 Fax +64 7 378 0118

Turangi Office, Town Centre, Turangi
Ph +64 7 386 7017 Fax +64 7 386 8449

Search for Taupö District Council on Facebook
If you’re a Twitter fan, follow @Taupo_DC
Mangakino Office, Civic Centre, Rangatira Drive
Ph +64 7 882 8700 Fax +64 7 882 8330

