
MAKING HEADLINES
It seems like almost every week there is one or more 
media reports about dog attacks and ‘dangerous’ dogs. 
Sometimes they also talk about menacing dogs. 

 WHAT IS A MENACING DOG? 
Dogs can be classed as menacing if they are seen or are 
reported to be posing a threat to people or wildlife. There 
is also five types of dogs automatically classed as 
menacing. They are the Brazilian Fila, Dogo Argentino, 
Japanese Tosa, Perro de Presa Canario and Pit Bulls. A 
menacing dog must be on a lead and muzzled at all times 
when in public places to ensure the risk to the public is 
minimised.

 WHAT IS A DANGEROUS DOG?
Dangerous dogs are those classed as high risk, usually 
after an attack or aggressive behaviour that is deemed to 
be a serious threat to the community. Unlike menacing 
dogs, there are no specific breeds deemed dangerous. 
There are 19 registered dogs in the Taupo District  
deemed dangerous. They include Fox Terriers, Mastiffs,  
German Shepherds, Schnauzers, Pit Bulls and Labradors.  
Once a dog is classed as dangerous it must be kept in  
a property that is securely fenced and allows safe access 
to at least one door of the dwelling. It must be on a lead 
and muzzled at all times in public and be neutered. 
Owners of these dogs pay a higher dog registration  
fee due to the higher level of compliance needed.

 WHY ARE THESE DOGS ALLOWED   
 IN THE COMMUNITY? 
The Dog Control Act like many pieces of legislation sets 
out a process that we must follow. We must assess a 
number of things and try and minimise the risk to the 
public before a dog is put down. In serious cases where 
the risk is considered to be high, or the owner is unwilling 
to co-operate, we will seek a destruction order from the 
Court.

WHAT DO I DO IF I AM 
APPROACHED BY A DOG I 
THINK MAY BE DANGEROUS?
  Remain calm and still (like a tree). Quick 

movements and loud noises can cause  
a dog to react.

  Keep hands by your sides. 

  Turn so you are “side on” to the dog . 

  Keep the dog in sight but don’t stare directly  
at it - look down at your feet or the dog’s feet.

  Try firm and simple commands such as “No”,  
“Stay”, “Down” or “Go Home” in a calm voice. 

  Use the dog’s name if you know it.

  If you have a child with you, keep him or her 
behind you. Don’t pick your child (or dog) up. 

  Slowly and quietly back away from the dog, 
keeping it in sight. 

  If the dog is not acting (or stops acting) in  
a threatening way, confidently and quietly  
move away.

When it is safe, contact our team on  
0800 ASK TDC (0800 275 832) so they  
can take appropriate action.

 LET’S DOG CONTROL 

Dog control is one of the activities we manage on behalf of 
the Government. The Dog Control Act, adopted by 
Parliament, sets out a high level of responsibility needed by 
dog owners to ensure the public is kept safe. Because it is law, 
we need to ensure it is strictly adhered to. One of our key 
roles is ensuring that every dog over the age of three months 
is registered. We also manage what happens if a dog bites or 
attacks someone or another animal. Dog registrations help 
pay for the cost of enforcing the law, providing dog pounds 
and running education programmes. We want to make sure 
we look after the place we love by providing a dog friendly 
and safe environment.

 LET’S TALK 
 DOG CONTROL 
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IN 2014/15
THERE WERE 2,609 
DOG COMPLAINTS

460 ABOUT  BARKING 

412 ABOUT  

LOST OR  
FOUND DOGS

763 ABOUT DOGS 
ROAMING OR POOPING  
WHERE THEY SHOULDN’T 

AND AS A RESULT  

751 DOGS WERE 
IMPOUNDED

 EXERCISING SAFELY 
Around our district there are a number of exercise areas where 
dogs can run freely while off the leash. However, there are 
some restricted areas where dogs are not allowed, such as 
children’s playgrounds, certain lakefront areas and sports fields.

If you use a dog exercise area, remember that while off the 
leash your dog is still your responsibility, and needs to remain 
under your control (in other words, it will 
come when called) at all times. Your dog 
must not endanger or annoy other dogs 
wildlife or people and you will need to 
pick up any poop! In all other public 
areas, your dog needs to be on a 
leash at all times. Remember, 
while you love your 
dog, not 
everyone 
appreciates 
dogs running 
up to them.

For more information about exercise areas and  
restricted areas visit www.taupo.govt.nz.

 ARE DOG ATTACKS COMMON? 
While high profile dog attacks get a lot of media attention, 
the reality is most dog owners are responsible and their  
dogs are safe, friendly and provide valuable companionship. 

Out of the 6,611 dogs registered in Taupo, only 136  
(2 per cent) are on the menacing or dangerous register. 
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