
 SOME THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT KNOW    
   People use an average of 250 litres of water each day.
   Drinking water is supplied to more than 18,000 properties.
   Most of the water you are supplied comes from Lake Taupō.
   We need to get consent from Waikato Regional Council to take 

water from the lake, rivers and bores.  We currently have 20 
consents to take water. 

In the Taupō District there are:
   19 separate water supplies
   19 water treatment plants
   62 water reservoirs 
   582km of pipes

BE WATER WISE
Reducing the amount of water used in your 
home can reduce the cost of water treatment 
and put less strain on our resources. There 
are many ways we can conserve water – 
everything from turning the tap off while you 
brush your teeth to checking for leaks. A slow drip from 
a tap can waste more than 200 litres of water per day!  
Turn taps off properly and fix any that are broken.

 WATER – SOMETHING WE  
 CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT!   
Getting good quality water to your tap for you to drink and use 
while you go about your daily business is one of our priorities.  
There’s a bit of work in it and that’s why we have a dedicated 
team who work around the clock to ensure when you turn on 
your tap, there’s a strong steady flow of H20!

 FIVE SIMPLE THINGS WE CAN ALL DO     

1 Don’t use sprinklers or irrigation systems for extended 
periods of time.

2 If you do use a sprinkler or irrigation system, water early 
in the morning or late at night for maximum benefit. 

3 Use timer systems as a back-up only or you may end 
up watering your lawn unnecessarily on a rainy day!

4 Please don’t water the footpath with a poorly 
positioned sprinkler!

5 Weed your garden regularly. Weeds compete for water 
and nutrients.

You can find more water saving tips at www.taupo.govt.nz

If you leave the sprinkler on for an 
hour, you will use 1000 litres of water. That’s  
the same amount a family of four uses in a day!”

 LET’S TALK 

 WATER 

 WHY HAVE WATER RESTRICTIONS?  

We know it can be hard for some to get their heads around 
the fact we need to have water restrictions, particularly when 
we live next to a lake the size of Singapore! However, what you 
might not know is that all of the available water from Lake Taupō 
has been allocated by Waikato Regional Council – much of it 
to hydro schemes or other town supplies along the Waikato 
River. That means during the summer months we sometimes 
need to put restrictions in place to ensure demand is managed. 
There are a few things that guide whether we need to introduce 
restrictions. They are:
   How much water is in Lake Taupō.
   How much our water treatment plants can produce.
   How much water we are allowed to take from lake, rivers 

and streams under our resource consents.
   How much water we have in our water reservoirs.

We don’t put restrictions in place lightly. We make a call based  
on a rolling three-day average. That is so we can be sure there  
is a sustained period of increased use rather than just a ‘blip’.  
In summer, our water use increases by almost two and a half 
times! When it rains it generally drops back to normal levels –  
a good indication much of it is going on lawns and gardens.  
If you leave the sprinkler on for an hour, you will use 1000 litres  
of water. That’s the same amount a family of four uses in a day! 
There are currently no water restrictions in force in the Taupō District.

250% MORE
TAUPŌ’S 
WATER USE 
SUMMER VS WINTER  

People use an 
average of 250 
litres of water 
each day.W
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PER  HOUSEHOLD

$1.30/DAY *

HAVE A 
SHOWER

BRUSH 
YOUR 
TEETH

FLUSH 
YOUR 
TOILET

DO  
YOUR 
WASHING

DRINK AS 
MUCH WATER 
AS YOU LIKE 

TAKE  
A BATH

Taupö District Council 

@Taupo_DC

+64 7 376 0899 or 0800 ASK TDC   

info@taupo.govt.nz    www.taupo.govt.nz

Lake Terrace water treatment plant

*  Average cost per property connected to the Taupō water supply

BOIL YOUR 
SPUDS

MOP 
THE 
FLOOR

MAKE A 
COFFEE

FILL THE ICE CUBE MAKER


