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What’s happening in the building world?
The building team have been busy since the introduction of 
the Licenced Building Practioner (LBP) Scheme earlier in 
the year. This change has resulted in a number of incidental 
changes in the way we have been doing the work and in the 
way that designers and builders provide information to satisfy 
the requirements of the building consent process. More 
changes are in the wind with updates to the building code on 
their way in the new year as well as two amendments to the 
Building Act sitting with parliament at the moment.

It has been almost a year since we introduced tablets in the 
field to assist with inspections. The tablets have been a huge 
success and their use has resulted in a number of efficiencies 
in the process. We are currently investigating what other 
technology solutions can be provided to make the jobs go 
better and will update you on those as they develop. Don’t 
forget you can track your building (or resource) consents 
online by visiting our website www.taupo.govt.nz.

There are a couple of new faces in the building team over the 
last few months (well one new and one old). Amber Bradley 
has joined the team and will be involved with both the plan 
processing (particularly the front of house vetting) as well as 
inspecting roles. Amber is particularly keen on implementing 
some changes to make the process more user friendly and 
responsive. In addition to Amber, Kelvin Short has re-joined 
the team, as the Team Leader. Kelvin has formally held roles 
within the team and returns after some time managing all of 
Council’s facilities. Kelvin is looking forward to getting out and 
talking with our customers about the changes to the industry 
as things develop.

Are you happy with the service?
Council has recently engaged the McAlley Group 
to undertake a review of how we undertake our 
consenting duties. The review will specifically look at 
how the building, planning and environmental health 
teams operate, how they interact with our customers 
and what tools we can use to provide a better service. 
The review has been on-going for the last few weeks 
and Ian McAlley has talked with a number of groups 
to gauge an understanding of the ‘Taupō way’ and 
recommend any areas for improvement. The report 
is still pending so we will report back to you all on any 
outcomes once it is in.

So what does 2013 hold? 
There will be some changes to the Resource 
Consents team staff positions. In February Heather 
Wallis is leaving the team after 6 years to head to 
Sydney for a year at bible college and Rachel Helme 
will be leaving to have a baby.  This means there will 
be a change to the team structure while positions are 
being advertised and filled. It is likely that there will 
be a skeleton team of cover during February.  If this 
is the case then there may be the need for external 
consultants to process consents while new staff are 
trained.  

What this means is that wherever possible early 
communication to the team of upcoming projects 
will be really appreciated as it will assist the team 
in providing a timely response. This also means 
that pre-application meetings to nut through any 
issues early are important. This is particularly critical 
for the beginning of 2013 when there will be both 
the existing Operative District Plan provisions to 
consider and then the new provisions as released 
through the Plan Changes to the Town Centre, 
Industrial and Residential Environments. Therefore, 
please continue to direct queries to Scott Devonport 
(Development Planner) early in your application 
process and timing of projects to David Greaves 
(Consents and Regulatory Manager).

Invitation:
Business After Four
The last Business After Four meeting for 2012 will 
be held Thursday, 13 December 2012 at the Council 
Chambers from 4.00pm. 

This is a great opportunity to catch up with Council 
Officers and like minded professionals before the 
Christmas break. 

RSVP to Scott Devonport by 10 December 2012 to 
sdevonport@taupo.govt.nz  
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Scott Devonport recently went to the one day NES 
workshop at WasteMINZ in Hamilton, along with Catriona 
Eagles and Ian Grey from Cheal – thanks for driving Ian! 
The workshop was presented by some of the country’s 
experts on Land Contamination and provided a good 
opportunity for consultants, TA’s and regional councils to 
come together. 

Some of the interesting points to come out of the workshop 
were that many councils are still struggling to implement 
the NES and there is also confusion over some of the 
terminology contained within the regulation. 
The definition of a ‘piece of land’ as referred to in the 
NES still seems to confuse many practitioners. Our 
interpretation of a piece of land is as per the MfE User 
Guide p13. A piece of land for the purpose of the NES is 
not based on the cadastral boundaries or land parcel, but 
is based on the area affected by the hazardous activity.

NES 
for assessing and managing contaminants in soil to protect human health

Conceptual site model – pathways and receptors

‘A piece of land’ example 
To give an example, an airport is considered a 
hazardous activity due to fuel storage, refuelling 
and general mechanical servicing onsite, but given 
the land associated with these activities is usually 
vast, not all of the land would have been used for the 
hazardous activity. 

A recent application was received for the Taupō 
Airport, but the consultant determined through 
previous consents, historic photos and information 
from the Airport Manager that no activity had 
occurred in this location, so the NES did not apply in 
this instance. 
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SQEP’s?
SQEP’s is a new acronym being used with the NES 
and means ‘Suitably Qualified and Experienced 
Practitioner’, which is also covered under the MfE User 
Guide, p16. 
The key to making assessment under the NES is 
whether the reports being provided are coming from 
persons qualified to make such judgments. WasteMINZ 
has formed a working group to look at what sort of 
qualifications and experience is needed to be a SQEP. 

Below is a table that has been proposed by the working 
group as to the sort of qualifications and experience 
required for different levels of assessment under the 
NES. 

The full article from WasteMINZ can be found here: 
http://www.wasteminz.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/
WasteAwareness-article-SQEP-for-contaminated-
land-2012.pdf

NES 
for assessing and managing contaminants in soil to protect human health

continued

SQEP qualification framework

Conceptual site models 
A lot of focus was placed on Conceptual Site 
Models (CSM) at the workshop. These are graphic 
illustrations demonstrating an environmental system 
and how contaminants can be transported to 
environmental receptors. 

A good CSM simplifies what is happening so that 
most lay persons can understand what is going 
on in and under the site and how this may affect 
persons using the site. The picture (on pg 2) is a 
good one from MfE in explaining different pathways 
and receptors and gives some idea of simplifying the 
issues in an easy to understand context.  
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Final word
Just a final reminder that working days for processing of 
resource consents stops on 20 December 2012 through to 10 
January 2013 in accordance with the RMA. In order to lodge and 
have your application accepted this year, it must be received by 
Council before these dates with the fees paid. 

We wish you all a fantastic Christmas – relax, 
stay safe and see you in 2013.

Geocortex 
Faster than a speeding satellite, Geocortex Mapi is 
coming…

Councils GIS team has been busy developing a new 
website property mapping system which will go live on 
1 Dec 2012. Taking advantage of new technology, Mapi 
includes a larger, easy to use interface, better tools and 
improved access to Councils geospatial information.

While we believe we have got the foundations of Mapi 
right we’re keen to get your input as to how we could make 
it even better over time. Please contact the GIS Team at 
gissupport@taupo.govt.nz with your feedback.

Alongside developing Council’s mapping applications, the 
GIS team is responsible for managing Council’s geospatial 
and land information data which includes a range of historic 
aerial photography dating back to 1938 – the first aerial 
photo taken over the Taupō township. With the introduction 
of the NES framework, historic aerials photography is 
providing a valuable resource for site history and activity 
research. At the moment these historic aerial photos are 
available from the GIS team (gissupport@taupo.govt.nz) 
and a project is in place to convert a range of historic aerial 
photos into digital format for display in Mapi next year. 

Policy update
The proposed Southern Settlements 
Structure Plan will open for public 
notification on 6 December.  The structure 
plan will be available for viewing over the 
submission period which will extend to  
1 February 2013. Hearings and 
deliberations are scheduled for mid to 
late February. Keep an eye on council’s 
web site for more details.

Recommendations on Plan Changes 
28-33 will be considered at the Council 
meeting on 11 December. If adopted by 
Council, decisions are expected to be 
notified on 20 December. Decisions will 
be available at Council offices, libraries 
and our website.

In the meantime, feel free to email  
epu@taupo.govt.nz with any 
questions on policy changes.


