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Technology makes reading easier at Taupō Library 

 

Over one hundred Taupō children took part in Taupō Library’s summer reading programme this year, with 

new technologies aiding participants along the way. The number of participants was up from 80 last year. 

 

It was another successful year for the programme, with 90 children between five and 12 years old completing the 

programme, the highest number to date. This year, the avid readers were able to report in their progress remotely, 

through blogs, Skype and email. This made the programme more accessible for those on holiday elsewhere in the 

country. 

 

The additional ways of reporting-in made for a comprehensive programme with a lot of variety to keep participants 

interested. Readers delivered their comments and evaluations of books as they read from around the country. 

 

Library Manager, Luisa Haines, says technology was embraced during the programme. “Almost 30 per cent of the 

report-ins were done remotely which is great to see,” she says. “The different options available to young people 

who were travelling really ensured this programme was a great success.” 

 

In addition, it was not just silent reading that got the young readers’ attentions – there was also a session where 

participants talked about their books and were recorded, for later playback in a slideshow at the finale party. The 

party was an opportunity to celebrate the success of those who completed the programme and give the sponsors, 

The Friends of the Taupo Library, a chance to join in the celebrations. Participants each received a goodie bag and 

were entertained with a performance from the Taupo Academy of Dance. 

 

Ms Haines says the programme was not only great for keeping up children’s interest in books over summer, but 

also connected them and their families with their library. She says, parents commented on how children felt more at 

home in the library and were keen to return. 
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