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Turangi kids get reading over summer 

 

The Turangi Library’s summer reading programme this year attracted dozens of enthusiastic young 

readers. The Great Book Mystery saw 26 children involved in the fun programme, and all received 

certificates and dog tags at a party to celebrate their success on 25 January. 

 

The keen readers were all aged between five and 13 and signed up to the programme to keep up their reading 

over the holidays. There were prizes and incentives along the way so the young people could experience reading 

as a rewarding activity. 

 

Children who participated in the summer reading programme became more familiar with the library and its staff as 

the holidays unfolded. Reporting in to the library and having some one-on-one reading time with Gendi Te Keepa 

was a highlight for many of the group.    

 

The programme culminated in a grand finale event last Friday when the children had to solve a mystery game by 

teaming up to find and interpret clues left at the “crime scene”.  This noisy and exciting activity ended when the 

“culprit” (the library supervisor Pamela Quinlan!) was identified and handcuffed by the team of junior detectives 

under the watchful eye of Detective Inspector Te Keepa. 

 

After the mystery was solved, the children received their book prizes, certificates and goodie bags from a 

representative from Genesis Energy, Donna Walker, in front of a gathering of their proud parents and 

grandparents.     

 

This exciting annual event was made possible with funding from Genesis Energy Tokaanu. This is the fifth year the 

Turangi Library has run this programme and it is an important tool to combat the “summer slide” phenomenon 

associated with the long summer break from school. Look out for this programme again as summer rolls around 

again. 
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