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New Turangi entrance work underway 

 

The site of the first phase of the Turangi town centre revitalisation has been blessed and work has begun. 

The blessing was held on Pihanga Road, where the first of the works will be carried out, and was led by 

kaumatua Tuatea Smallman. 

 

The blessing was attended by the contractors, Higgins Ltd, councillors, Council staff and iwi. The group joined 

kaumatua Smallman as he walked from the Turangi i-SITE up Pihanga Road to State Highway 1 and blessed the 

site. The group then had a karakia before turning the first sod. 

 

The first stage of the revitalisation will see the entrance into the town spruced up. The first stage will have three 

parts: the demolition, the roading and paving and the landscaping and street furniture installation.  Part of the 

purpose of the redevelopment is to create the feel of a roundabout at the town’s entrance; it is hoped the changes 

will slow traffic entering Turangi from State Highway 1 onto Pihanga Road. Work began this week and is scheduled 

for completion by the end of April. 

 

Ngati Turangitukua spokesman, Jeffrey Bennett, says the revitalisation will be a great improvement for Turangi and 

he is looking forward to seeing it come to life. “Our relationship with the community board and the Council has 

improved markedly in the last three years and that has enabled us to put our point of view across with projects like 

this,” he says. 

 

Turangi Tongariro Community Board chairman, Gary Keepa, says he is happy to see the beginning of the 

revitalisation. However, he acknowledges some adjustment will be needed by the community while the works are 

carried out. “There will be some disruption with road works but the end result will be worth it,” he says. “I think this 

is going to really make Turangi’s entrance inviting and attractive and help bring people in, which will be great for 

our economy and vibrancy.” 

 

Council Strategic Projects Manager, Andrew Boden, says he will pay a regular visit to those directly affected by the 

works. Information on the project will be available from the Turangi Service Centre and on boards placed around 

the site. 
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