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A chance to learn about writing for free 

 

Ever dreamed of becoming a published author? You have plenty of passion but no idea where to start? The 

writers’ workshop being held at Taupō Library may be for you. The workshop takes place in March as part 

of Book Month and you can be a part of it. 

 

The writers’ workshop will be hosted by Tina Shaw, editor of the Bateman New Zealand Writer’s Handbook: An 

Indispensable Guide to Getting Published. It will be on 13 March at Taupō Library from 12.30pm to 1.30pm. 

Complimentary tea and coffee will be provided. 

 

Ms Shaw, a Taupō-based author, will run the workshop to celebrate New Zealand Book Month and the launch of 

the sixth edition of the Bateman New Zealand Writer’s Handbook. She has written several novels and short stories 

for both adults and children and has edited a large number of collections of New Zealand writing. 

 

Participants will write a 100 word story (based in any genre, on any theme) and will be able to either share their 

story with the group or keep it to themselves. The workshop is open to writers of all skill and experience levels – 

the only thing needed is enthusiasm! 

 

Librarian Moira Pereira says this is a great chance for budding writers to learn how to get started. “It’ll be a relaxing 

environment where those who want to get involved with writing can receive tips and tricks,” she says. “It doesn’t 

matter how old you are or what your experience is – it’s a bit of educational fun!” 

 

The event is free and participants only need to bring a pen, paper and their lunch. Registering is not required; 

participants can simply turn up on the day. For more information, contact Moira Pereira on 

mpereira@taupo.govt.nz. 

 

The event is one of a number of events happening during New Zealand Book Month. Another event is a breakfast 

and storytelling for children, ‘The Three Bears Breakfast’, on 23 March at 10.00am. The breakfast coincides with 

the release of a new book, The Three Bears (Sort Of), by Yvonne Morrison and Taupō author Donovan Bixley. The 

free event will be attended by Donovan and is sponsored by Nestle, Scholastic and Meadowfresh. 
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March is also a great time to borrow New Zealand books from Taupō Library. Anyone who borrows a book by a 

New Zealand author goes into the draw to win a prize. 

 

The Friends of the Library are also holding a book talk from 11.30am to 1.00pm on 21 March at Taupō Library. 

Anyone can come along to hear about what is new in the world of books, including reviews, new titles and a 

chance to speak or just listen. Tea and coffee will be provided. 
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