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Laboratory handed over to new owners 

 

Taupō District Council’s laboratory was officially handed over to new owners MB Century today in a 

ceremony at the facility. 

 

The ribbon was cut in the lobby of the laboratory on Ricketts Street at 8.00am today. Mayor Rick Cooper, Council 

Group Manager: Finance, Regulatory and Infrastructure Alan Menhennet and Chief Executive of MB Century, 

Marcel Manders, took part in the ceremony. 

 

The sale was considered an opportunity to improve the laboratory’s sustainability and ensure it remains in good 

hands for the Taupō District community. Previously run by Council, the laboratory is used to monitor drinking water 

in Taupō District, ensuring that it is up to national drinking water standards. It also analyses the environmental 

impact of wastewater and stormwater discharges, ensuring Council complies with its resource consents. 

 

Existing Council staff currently employed at the laboratory are moving under MB Century management. In addition, 

MB Century employs three staff at their own geothermal monitoring facility which ideally complements the work 

undertaken by the ex-council laboratory. 

 

Mr Cooper says the sale is great for the District. "This reduces business risk for Council and also creates the 

opportunity to develop a laboratory facility to meet the total needs of our District,” he said. “Having more staff there 

will also help, but also keeps our current Council staff’s expertise. For us, this is a partnership – we will be working 

together to produce the best results.” 

 

Mr Manders says: "Being a committed Taupō-based business we are particularly excited about the opportunity to 

provide a high quality service to the Taupō District Council. Incorporating the laboratory into our business will also 

provide career enhancement benefits to the laboratory personnel." 

 

MB Century is an industry leader that has been in the area for more than sixty years and is strongly committed to 

Taupō District. It is a leading geothermal contractor and is always looking for value added expansion operations. 

MB Century is a quality provider of maintenance and overhaul services to the hydro and geothermal power 

generation industry.  Its staff are committed to going the extra mile to deliver for their customers, while maintaining 



a clear focus on health and safety. They are also proud to offer their customers a variety of customised services 

and solutions under a “one-stop-shop”, and a round the clock organisation. 
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