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Rate increase set to be the lowest in a decade 

 

A proposed average rate increase of 4.4 per cent is set to be the lowest in ten years (2003-2013).  

Acknowledging that the 4.4 per cent figure is an average, Councillors were very pleased that nearly 70 per 

cent of Taupō town, 100 per cent of Turangi and 97 per cent of Mangakino residents will only receive an 

increase of $200 or less.  

 

The Draft Annual Plan 2013/14 is year two of the Long Term Plan (LTP) 2012-2022. Cost increases to come out of 

the Draft Annual Plan are largely borne from investment in infrastructure. In the LTP, the rate funding increase was 

forecast at 7.38 per cent for this year. Council trimmed its operational budgets to bring the increase down to 4.4 per 

cent.  

 

Council cut about  $3.6 million its from operational budgets to help keep the rate increase low, as a result, there is 

no rate rise due to operational costs. The 4.4 per cent rate increase is comprised of the need to rate-fund interest 

on previous borrowings for the purchase of land and the construction of the East Taupō Arterial, and the 

infrastructure to meet water and wastewater obligations. 

 

Targeted rates for Taupō town ratepayers will be impacted by the construction of the upgraded Taupō Water 

Treatment Plant, which is required by Central Government to bring Taupō’s water quality in line with New Zealand 

Drinking Water Standards. The water rate in Taupō town will rise by $95.00 per rating unit from $294 to $389. 

 

A few new projects are proposed in the Draft Annual Plan that were not included in the LTP. Many of these 

additions have arisen as a result of new legislation. They include the implementation of Council’s responsibilities 

under the Building Amendment Act, which is legislation around earthquake-prone buildings. The establishment of a 

District Licensing Committee is also now required under the new Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012. 

 

The full Draft Annual Plan, the plan Summary and individual rates will be available on the Council website: 

www.taupo.govt.nz. Alternatively, copies will be available from Council offices and libraries in Taupō, Mangakino 

and Turangi. Call 0800 ASK TDC (0800 275 832) and we will send you a copy of the Summary. 
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