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Media Release  
 

29 May 2013 

 

Council appoints two tourism board members 

 

Taupō District Council appointed two trustees to the Destination Great Lake Taupō (DGLT) board at the 28 

May Council meeting. Ray Salter and Dennis Christian were appointed as trustees for three year terms.   

 

Mr Salter, who has already served a three-year term, was re-appointed for another three years. Mr Salter, who 

previously served as the General Manager for the Ministry of Tourism for eight years and has been coming to 

Taupō for 35 years, says that the District still has so much potential. “I put up my hand again because I see Taupō 

as a great visitor destination that has enormous opportunity and I want to be part of making that a reality.”  

 

Mr Christian who has been appointed as a new trustee to the board is the Managing Director of Flying Kiwi. Mr 

Christian says that his family enjoys the outdoors and want to share Taupō with others. “Taupō should be the 

region of first choice to all visitors, there’s so much to see and do; there’s so much on offer. I have a passion for 

this place and I want to see it a success.”  

 

Mayor Rick Cooper says that both appointees have a real passion for the Taupō District. “Both Mr Salter and Mr 

Christian are well experienced and qualified for their roles and we look forward to leveraging their knowledge to get 

more visitors, both domestic and international, to visit and stay longer. We want to see tangible results for our 

community.”  

 

Following the resignation of Clinton Farley, who left to pursue a career opportunity in Australia, Council invited 

applicants with a comprehensive understanding of the visitor industry to put their names forward to continue to 

raise the visibility of the Taupō District as a significant destination draw card. 

 

DGLT is the Regional Tourism Organisation (RTO) for the Taupō District. DGLT is responsible for marketing the 

Taupō District to domestic and international markets with the aim of increasing visitor numbers, lengths of stay, 

activity involvement and ensuring positive experiences to those visitors so that they share these with their families 

and friends. The DGLT board provides governance and support to management. As a stand alone legal entity, the 

board has significant autonomy and responsibility to make decisions that deliver better outcomes for the District’s 

visitor industry and community.   
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-END- 

For further information contact: 

Rob Williams • CEO • 376 0899  

Leola Abraham • Communications Manager • 376 0762 • 021 227 3781 
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