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Becoming age-friendly in Taupō District 

 

Taupō District’s new age-friendly steering committee is having a growing response to its first call for 

feedback. The committee is asking for feedback on the quality of transport for seniors and those with 

mobility issues in our community. 

 

The committee, which was formed with the help of Taupō District Council is first focusing on the issue of transport. 

The committee includes representatives from community groups and agencies that support seniors: Age Concern, 

Greypower, Lakeland Disabilities Trust, Waiora Trust, Neighbourhood Support, Liston Heights Retirement Village, 

the Office of Senior Citizens with the Ministry of Social Development and Taupō District Mobility Access. 

 

The aim of the committee is to make Taupō District more age-friendly. Its purpose is to look at areas that can be 

improved for seniors and find out what needs to be done to improve our District’s age-friendliness. 

 

The committee has had initial feedback on the issue from distributing the survey through its community groups and 

agencies. To increase community input, the group is reaching out to individual communities, starting in Turangi, 

with localised consultations. This is set to begin later this month. 

 

The concept of age-friendliness was developed by the World Health Organisation. It encourages active ageing by 

utilising opportunities for health and community participation. It also looks at security to improve the quality of life 

for seniors. In practical terms, an age-friendly town adapts its structures and services to be accessible to and 

inclusive of older people with varying needs and capacities. 

 

Democracy and Community Engagement Manager Tina Jakes says active ageing is a lifelong process and an age-

friendly city is not just about seniors. “Barrier-free buildings and streets enhance the mobility and independence of 

people with disabilities, young as well as old,” she says. “Secure neighbourhoods allow children, young women and 

older people to venture outside in confidence; the entire community benefits.” 

 

To participate in the survey, visit www.taupo.govt.nz. 
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