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Media Release  

 

14 June 2013 

 

Collaborative funding speeds up Lake Taupō protection 

 

The Taupō District Council (TDC) and Waikato Regional Council (WRC) have agreed to release reserve 

funds to the Lake Taupo Protection Trust enabling it to complete its work earlier than expected. 

 

The Protecting Lake Taupō Project aims to reduce the amount of nitrogen entering the Lake, by 20 per cent by 

2080. It was originally forecast that the project would cost $81.3 million in 2004 dollars to remove 153 tonnes of 

nitrogen. The cost was to be shared, 45 per cent from central government and 55 per cent from local government. 

However, miscommunication at the start of the project meant the Government signed up to a reduced contribution.  

 

TDC and WRC have continued to rate at the level agreed with their communities but reduced their annual 

contributions to the Lake Taupo Protection Trust to match the 45:55 funding ratio. Meanwhile, the number of 

rateable properties in the area grew from the original growth model forecast in 2004. Monies collected were placed 

in a reserve until the full funding position of the project was clarified.  

 

In April, central government agreed to a $3 million funding injection to ensure the long-term protection of Lake 

Taupō’s excellent water quality. The funding meant the additional 17 tonnes of nitrogen to be removed from the 

Lake to reach the 20 per cent reduction of manageable nitrogen would be achieved. It also paved the way for the 

two Councils to decide how to fund their share of the additional nitrogen and how to apply the monies built up in the 

reserves held specifically for this project. 

 

The councils’ recent decisions to release reserve funds and pay a lump sum now means that Taupō District 

Council can be confident to cease the Lake Protection Rate three years earlier than anticipated. The Waikato 

Regional Council will review the rate during their 2015 Long Term Plan process. This is despite an Environment 

Court decision on Variation 5 rules in the Waikato Regional Plan increasing the nitrogen removal required from 153 

to 170 tonnes.  
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TDC Mayor, Rick Cooper, Council’s representative on the Joint Committee, said that the Council decision is a win-

win. “It enables the Trust to achieve what it was established to do, it’s good for Lake Taupō and our environmental 

record and it is great news for our ratepayers as the rate will be removed earlier than we had estimated.”  

 

Joint committee and Waikato Regional Council chairman Peter Buckley said the regional council was delighted that 

the additional government funding and the recent council resolutions allowed the project partners to complete this 

significant project to protect Lake Taupō.  “Lake Taupō is a special place to many people so this is great news for 

ratepayers, residents and visitors. The partners in the project - central Government, Ngati Tūwharetoa, Taupō 

District Council and Waikato Regional Council, as well as the many farmers in the catchment who have had to 

make significant changes to their farm systems - have all played a very crucial role in the success of this project,” 

Mr Buckley said. 

-END- 

 

FOR THE MEDIA BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Lake Taupō Protection Trust was set up to help implement the project by administering a public fund, made up 
of contributions from central Government (45 per cent), ratepayers in the Waikato Region (33 per cent) and Taupō 
District ratepayers (22 per cent). The Trust will take steps to meet the nitrogen reduction target of 170 tonnes a 
year by 2020.  
 
The reduction of nitrogen would come from manageable sources, such as leaching from farms and discharges from 
wastewater plants. This is aimed at preventing the growth of too much algae which can affect water clarity and 
quality in Lake Taupō. 
 
The Trust buys land or assists farmers to change their land use and has made excellent progress in reducing the 
total amount of nitrogen from farms getting to the lake. For example, the trust has used the funds to convert 5,800 
hectares of farmland to low-nitrogen leaching plantation forestry.  
 
For further information contact the Taupō District Council: 
Rob Williams • CEO • 376 0899  
Alan Menhennet • Group Manager, Finance, Regulatory and Infrastructure • 07 376 0607 
Leola Abraham • Communications Manager • 376 0762 • 021 227 3781 www.taupo.govt.nz 
 
For further information, contact the Waikato Regional Council: 
Karen Bennett 
Communications Manager 
Waikato Regional Council 
07 859 0922 
 

http://www.taupo.govt.nz/

