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Get to know our Māori place names 

 

Taupō District Council is encouraging residents to get involved and learn about our District’s Māori place 

names as Māori Language Week kicks off on Monday. The week runs from 1-5 July and has the theme “Ngā 

ingoa Māori” (Māori names). 

 

Taupō District has a high number of Māori place names, including the names of our three main settlements: Taupō, 

Turangi and Mangakino. This week is a chance for us to practise our pronunciation of our settlements and other 

place names, while learning about their history. 

 

Council’s Strategic Relationships Manager Dominic Bowden says it would be great to see businesses, schools and 

organisations in Taupō District embrace Māori Language Week and its theme this year. “Te Reo is a beautiful 

language unique to New Zealand. It’s important for our country that each of us to give the language some attention, 

no matter how little,” he says. “We have plenty of names to practise on in Taupō District so it’s the perfect place to 

learn.” 

 

The Council will implement a variety of initiatives during the week including encouraging staff members to answer 

the phone or emails with a Te Reo greeting. Mr Bowden says there are lots of ways to take part, including 

incorporating Te Reo into everyday life such as Facebook status updates, on blackboards or other temporary 

signage, running competitions or making a Te Reo window display. 

 

“It’s 40 years since Māori Language Day began and we are unable to think of a workplace, school or location 

where Māori names are not used,” Chief Executive of Te Taura Whiri i te Reo Māori (Māori Language 

Commission), Glenis Philip-Barbara says. 

 

Kia mau te Reo Māori - Māori Language Week, runs from 1-5 July.  
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