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Great Lake Centre to light up for royal baby 

 

Taupō’s Great Lake Centre will light up in blue or pink to recognise the birth of the newest royal, when 

Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge’s baby arrives this month. The birth is expected mid-July 

and will be recognised in the same way around the country. 

 

Monarchy New Zealand is organising the illumination of landmarks across New Zealand in celebration of the child 

who will one day be the king or queen of New Zealand.  The illumination is a follow on from the lighting-up of 

Auckland War Memorial Museum for the 60
th
 anniversary of the Queen’s coronation.  

 

The Great Lake Centre’s fly tower will be lit up in pink or blue the night following the birth of the royal baby, weather 

permitting. The illumination is able to go ahead using Council-owned equipment. 

 

Councillor Keith Crate says this is a great way to tell Taupō District and visitors the good news. “The illumination 

will be a quick and colourful way of announcing the birth,” he says.  “Whoever is born will be third in line to the 

throne – it’s history in the making.” 

 

He says it the birth particularly significant as it will be the first since the law was changed to allow a female to 

succeed to the throne irrespective of any males born after her. Councillor Crate believes Taupō District has a 

strong royal following after  an impressive turn out at the Great Lake Centre’s celebrations during the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee in June last year. 

 

Taupō District Council is joining other councils around the country in getting behind the illumination, with Auckland 

City Council planning to light up The Cloud on the Auckland Waterfront, Hamilton City Council lighting up Victoria 

Bridge, and Christchurch lighting up the new airport control tower. 
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