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Poisoned trees to be removed at Kinloch 

 

Taupō District Council arborists will remove a few trees at Kinloch after they died due to poisoning. The 

trees are at Marina Terrace Recreation Reserve and will be taken out next week. 

 

The trees were poisoned early this year and, despite attempts to save them, they have died. There are about six 

trees marked for removal, comprising a mix of gum, pine and cedar trees. 

 

District Manager Parks and Open Spaces Manager John Ridd says instances of tree poisoning are increasing. “It 

poses a threat to our environment and also our safety; a dead or dying tree can be a danger to the public,” he says. 

“We’re lucky to have such a green environment here in Taupō District. It’s pretty disappointing that a few people 

are destroying some great trees.” 

 
Mr Ridd says most residents appreciate the trees that make up our public parks, reserves and street verges but a 

few individuals are causing problems. Council has received several complaints about residents destroying or 

damaging trees. Trees that community members are concerned about can be brought to the attention of Council by 

calling 07 376 0899. Anyone with information on how tree damage has occurred or anyone who sees trees being 

damaged can contact Council or police. 

 
Council reminds people that it is an offence to poison trees on Council land.  Anyone who damages trees in a 

public place is in breach of Council bylaws and could face a fine of up to $20,000.  In serious cases, criminal 

charges may be laid by the police.  A charge of intentional damage carries a maximum penalty of 10 years 

imprisonment for cases involving danger to life and seven years in other cases. 

 

The person responsible for the poisoning of trees at Kinloch has been convicted and is now paying reparation to 

Council. 
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