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Council approves new District Licensing Committee 

 

A committee has been appointed to manage alcohol licensing in Taupō district. The District Licensing 

Committee (DLC) will replace Taupō District Council’s role in the issue and renewal of manager’s licences 

and alcohol licence applications. 

 

The formation of the committee increases the ability of communities to have a say on local alcohol licensing 

matters and streamlines the process. 

 

The committee has been created under the new Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act. The act specifies the DLC be 

formed comprising of a chairperson and two other members drawn from a wider list approved by Council. The list 

was approved at the August Council meeting. A number of candidates were interviewed to form the list. 

 

The members approved for the list are Louise Foley, Wenda Morton, Judy James, Eric Foley, Murray Clearwater, 

Mike Knowles and Kathleen Sunderland. They were chosen after a screening process that determined suitability 

for the role, including their ability to represent the wider public view, understanding of alcohol licensing issues and 

no conflicts of interest. Their selection on the committee took into account the subject matter and their skill sets. 

 
A commissioner will chair the committee and be accompanied by two members from the list of people approved by 

Council. The commissioner will be appointed based on their knowledge of the new legislative framework and skill 

set. 

 

Legislation reforming New Zealand’s alcohol laws came into effect on 18 December 2012 with changes coming into 

force from 18 December 2013.  The alcohol reform legislation now comprises three Acts: the Sale and Supply of 

Alcohol Act, the Local Government (Alcohol Reform) Amendment Act and the Summary Offences (Alcohol Reform) 

Amendment Act. The purpose of the legislative change is to improve New Zealand’s drinking culture and reduce 

the harm caused by excessive drinking. 

 

For more information about the DLC, contact Council, or visit www.taupo.govt.nz.  
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