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Oak tree to be maintained for health 
 

The historically significant oak tree in Tongariro Domain is having maintenance done next month to 

improve its health. The prominent tree stands near Story Place and is over 100 years old. 

 

The tree was planted as a memorial for former New Zealand Prime Minister Richard John Seddon. Seddon 

remains the country’s longest serving leader to date; he spent 27 years as prime minister and died while in office. 

 

Council arborists have acquired the consent needed to remove dead wood from the tree and improve its stability 

with a new bracing system. Some wood in the tree is rotting because of poor pruning in the past, particularly in the 

centre of the canopy. The dead wood needs to be removed to maintain the health of the tree and for the safety of 

the public. 

 

Council arborists will also fit the tree with a new bracing system. The lack of branches in the centre of the tree’s 

canopy means the outer branches have insufficient support. The new bracing will use webbing material to bring the 

tree together. It is a non-invasive bracing system that does not harm or interfere with the tree and it will encourage 

growth in the centre of the canopy. The tree’s current temporary bracing will remain in place until the new bracing 

has taken control. 

 

District Manager of Parks and Open Spaces John Ridd says the work is necessary to maintain the tree’s health 

and prolong its life. Oak trees can live for between 150 and 300 years with proper maintenance. “This is one of 

Taupō’s most beautiful and recognisable trees and, if we want to keep it, we need to do minor maintenance from 

time to time,” he says. “The work we do on the tree next month will help it flourish in years to come.” 

 

The work is likely to be carried out in September with further pruning expected to be carried out next year. 

 
END 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

John Ridd • District Manager – Parks and Open Spaces • 07 376 0653 

Vicki Waterhouse • Communications Advisor • 07 376 0718 • 027 484 2549 

Taupō District Council 

www.taupo.govt.nz 

http://www.taupo.govt.nz/

