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Youth recognised for their efforts 

 

Young people from years 7 to 13 were recognised at the Taupō Times District Youth Awards for their 

outstanding achievements in arts, academia, sports and leadership/innovation. The awards were held at 

the Great Lake Centre on Monday 16 September. 

 

The awards were open to young people living and attending school within Taupō district. About 100 students in 

years 7-13 were nominated throughout the four categories. The four categories were split into three age groups: 

years 7-8, years 9-11 and years 12-13. A panel of judges selected a winner and runner-up for each of these age 

groups. 

 

There was also a supreme award, the Wairakei Resort Outstanding All-rounder, which was won by Kale Grahame 

of Reporoa College. Kale received the award for his achievements across a variety of fields. He is a competitive 

swimmer, cross-country runner and athlete, and plays in leading tennis and basketball teams. Kale also excels 

academically and is currently studying calculus, statistics and physics at scholarship level. He is the current head 

boy at Reporoa College and is involved with coaching, volunteer work and his school’s stage challenge production. 

He was described as having “amazing versatility and application” at the award ceremony. 

 

The judges say they had difficulty selecting winners because of the strength of the entries. Judges Sport Waikato’s 

Christine Belfit and Lake Taupō District Sports Advisory Council’s Mark O’Callaghan say the sport category was 

extremely challenging to judge owing to the high calibre of nominees across a variety of sporting codes. “It was 

also encouraging to see the number of nominees who came under consideration for the outstanding all-rounder 

award,” they say. 

 

Practice Manager at Cheal Rebecca Hawke, who judged in the leadership/innovation category, says it was great to 

be part of the awards process. “From my perspective, it’s really heartening to see the leadership skills kids are 

demonstrating from such a young age.  Children from all sorts of backgrounds are doing fantastic things – 

something we, as a community, should be really proud of.” 

 

Other winners are below: 

 

Office of the Mayor ACADEMIC   Taupō District Council ARTS 

Year 7-8: Jack McNeill    Year 7-8: Fergus Byett 

Year 9-11: Ben Simmons    Year 9-11: Lauren Hughes 

Year 12-13: Alexander Allen    Year 12-13: Joshua Clarke 

 



Le Pine and Co LEADERSHIP/INNOVATION  Smiths Sport Shoes SPORT 

Year 7-8: Kate Lynskey    Year 7-8: Kiaan Watts 

Year 9-11: Rhieve-Sheridan Grey   Year 9-11: Kyle Smith 

Year 12-13: Kale Grahame    Year 12-13: Thomas Orr 
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