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Free lakefront path for Five Mile Bay 

 

The path that stretches from Taupō town centre around the lake front will be extended through Five Mile 

Bay after an extension to the path was generously gifted to Taupō district by a local family. The decision to 

construct the path was made at the last Taupō District Council meeting of the triennium on 24 September 

2013. 

 

The Purvis family of Taupō offered to fund the construction of the path through Five Mile Bay and gift it to Taupō 

district. The path is estimated to cost about $200,000. The path, which begins as the Lions’ Walk, is used by 

runners, walkers and cyclists and is a popular track with visitors and locals. 

 

The new path will link to the recently constructed footpath on the adjacent Department of Conservation reserve. 

When construction of the new path is complete, it will be owned and maintained by council. The full cost of the 

installation of the path will be provided by the Purvis family. 

 

District Manager of Parks and Open Spaces John Ridd says the extension of the footpath will be great for residents 

and visitors. “This path is already used heavily by a lot of residents and it will be fantastic to have it go all the way 

through Five Mile Bay,” he says. Mr Ridd says council would not have otherwise been able to fund this path at this 

time without this amazing offer from the Purvis family.  “On behalf of the Taupō community, council would like to 

sincerely acknowledge and thank the Purvis family for this significant contribution to the community”.   

 

Taupō district cyclist Richard Balm, who has been involved with the New Zealand Cycle Trail project for the last 

three years, says it is great to see the path extend. “People want safe, easy, off-road cycling,” he says. He says 

while the proliferation of mountain biking tracks in the region is great, some of the community prefer easier cycle 

trails that are removed from traffic. “I think having a flat track going all the way from town through Five Mile Bay will 

be fantastic,” he says. “Having that concrete surface opens it up to so many other people as well – walkers, people 

with buggies, the whole community.”  

 

Construction on the path is due to be completed by the end of the year. 
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