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Quirky clay creatures will delight 

 

Combine clay, animals and a quirky sense of humour and you’ll get the latest exhibition at Taupō Museum. 

Artist and former Taupō resident Fiona Tunnicliffe’s exhibition, Animalia II, will open on Saturday. 

 

Fiona’s passion for clay, her love of animals and her sense of humour are reflected in her creations.  She is a 

master at capturing the essence of an animal’s character with the curve of a tail or the arch of a neck and this, 

combined with the surface treatments she uses, makes her work distinctive. 

 

Animalia II promises to open up a whimsical world of clay characters and follows her exhibition, Animalia, which 

was held at Taupō Museum in 2010. Visitors to this exhibition were delighted by elegant horses, plump birds, 

haughty cats, arrogant goats and portly pigs, and Animalia II promises to offer something new on the same theme.   

 

Fiona completed her Diploma of Ceramic Arts through Otago Polytechnic in 2007 and during the four year course 

had highly regarded tutors such as Peter Collis, John Parker, Matt McLean, George Andrews, and Mike O’Donnell. 

Now living in Putaruru, Fiona has exhibited extensively in the Taupō district. 

 

She has received awards in the Bay Arts and Taupō Arts Society exhibitions, as well as first in the pottery section 

at the 2008 Thames Society of Arts Exhibition, the premier award at the 32nd and 34th Annual Waikato Society of 

Potters Exhibition, and a merit award in the 2008 NZ Potters Student Exhibition. Fiona is also an experienced tutor 

and in 2006 was one of the demonstrators at the NZ Potters National Convention. 

 

Animalia II will open on Saturday, October 12 and runs until November 12. 

 
Taupō Museum is open seven days from 10am to 4.30pm. Entry is free to children and Taupō district residents with 

proof of address. 
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