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Major highlights outlined in Annual Report 

 

A $17 million better-than-forecast debt reduction and a $3.6 million cut in operational 

budgets are just two of the highlights in Taupō District Council’s 2012/13 Annual Report, 

which will soon be available to the public. 

 

Each year the council is required to produce an Annual Report which compares its actual 

performance against what was provided for in its planning.    

 

The 2012/13 report was formally adopted at an extraordinary meeting of the council today, the last 

formal meeting of the triennium. 

 

The report focusses on the implementation of year one of the Long Term Plan 2012-22 which was 

adopted off the back of extensive consultation and significant community feedback. 

 

Other highlights include ending the year $4.5 million better than budget following higher than 

expected income from forestry and property sales and the ability to set this year’s average rates 

increase at 4.4 per cent, the lowest rate change in 10 years. 

 

Outgoing Mayor Rick Cooper said closing the year with debt $17 million below what was forecast 

was a major achievement. 

 

“I feel extremely proud of the achievements of my Council and our senior staff.  During the Long 

Term Plan process we responded to community concerns by keeping the rates rise low while 

maintaining funding for our core infrastructure,” he said. 

 

“While the global financial climate continues to be a challenge and council has had to make some 

tough decisions, we have done so with the interest of the entire district in mind.” 

 

Copies of the 2012/13 Annual Report and a summary document will be available from the council 

offices and online at www.taupo.govt.nz early in November. 
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