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Historic oak gets a helping hand 

 
One of Taupō’s most impressive oak trees was tended to by arborists yesterday to ensure it continues to 

flourish. 

 

The oak tree in Tongariro Domain, near Story Place, was planted as a memorial to former New Zealand Prime 

Minister Richard John Seddon and is over 100 years old. Seddon is the country’s longest serving leader to date, 

spending 27 years as prime minister. 

 

Consent was given last year for council arborists to remove dead wood from the tree and improve its stability with a 

new bracing system. Some wood in the tree was rotting because of poor pruning in the past, particularly in the 

centre of the canopy. The dead wood had to be removed to improve the health of the tree and for the safety of the 

public. 

 

The lack of branches in the centre of the tree’s canopy meant the outer branches had insufficient support, so a new 

bracing system was installed. It uses webbing material to bring the tree together and does not harm or interfere 

with the tree. Some of the tree’s old bracing was removed and some left in place. 

 

During the work arborists discovered earlier restoration work has resulted in new, healthy growth in the centre of 

the canopy. This area previously lacked branches which caused an uneven distribution of weight in the canopy. 

 

Parks and open spaces district manager John Ridd said looking after the historically important trees in the Taupō 

District was imperative. “This old oak tree is pretty spectacular, so we want it to ensure its health is maintained,” he 

said. “This work will likely extend its life span and give future generations a chance to enjoy it.” 

 

The council’s arborists divide their time between Turangi, Mangakino and Taupō carrying out maintenance and 

responding to requests as required. 
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