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Spreading the word about our canine friends 

 
A proactive campaign to ensure dog walkers know their responsibilities this summer is being run by Taupō 

District Council. The campaign is to ensure the community gets a fair deal and both locals and visitors stay 

safe this holiday season. 

 

University student Nadia Jefferis will be providing information to dog owners and walkers around the lakefront, so 

they know where they can and cannot exercise their dogs. She will also be reminding owners their dogs need to be 

on leashes unless in designated dog exercise areas and under control. The council has received a number of 

complaints about dogs off leashes in the area, and also reports of dog litter not being cleaned up. 

 

Nadia, 21, is distributing flyers which contain maps of areas dogs can be exercised, talking to people about the 

need for leashes and handing out litter bags. Her role is focussed on positive feedback and information and she 

would not be engaging in compliance work. 

 

She said she was keen for the task – her family has 13 dogs at home and she enjoyed being around animals. “I like 

interacting with dogs and people, especially when it’s positive,” she said. “It’s great to be able to give people 

information to help them, and have a chat about their dogs.” 

 

The council’s environmental compliance manager, Donna Little, said at this time of year there were a lot of dogs 

around, and an increase in visitors to the district who were not aware of the rules around dogs in public. “We have 

a wide range of people who enjoy our reserves and footpaths, including young families, cyclists, parents with push 

chairs, runners and walkers,” she said. 

 

Donna said dogs are not allowed on lakefront beaches during summer and should be taken to designated exercise 

areas such as Spa Park and Secombe Park, or walked along pathways on a leash, to avoid complaints. 

 

For more information on designated dog exercise areas, visit www.taupo.govt.nz/animalmanagement. 
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