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Back to school safety for our kids 

 
Brightly coloured clothes or bags are being recommended as a great way to help keep children safe when 

they head back to school. Taupō District Council is launching a back to school safety campaign as the 

school year begins early next month. 

 

Early February is a routinely busy time on the road in the Taupō District, with children returning to school and the 

majority of the workforce back in the office. 

 

The council’s road safety co-ordinator, Christine Hutchison, said it was imperative drivers were alert at this time. 

“Children are often excited at this time of year and that makes them particularly vulnerable as they can be 

unpredictable and are easily distracted,” she said. “They come on scooters, bikes or on foot, and we need to pay 

careful attention to them.” 

 

She said being road smart was a learned skill, and parents needed to set an example for their children by being 

safe pedestrians. They also needed to teach their children how to be safe passengers in both cars and on public 

transport. “Parents are also being urged to discuss road safety with their children and ensure their children have 

coats and bags that make them highly visible and the right safety equipment if cycling to school,” she said. 

 

Taupō police school community officer Mary Hodren reiterated the message that motorists needed to be careful, 

considerate and patient. "Congestion is inevitable around schools, so regardless of the posted speed limit drivers 

need to slow down and be prepared for the unexpected,” she said. “Children's safety is the responsibility of us all, 

not just parents.” 

 

Police patrols would increase around schools to ensure motorists adhere to the legal speed limit. Council staff 

would also be out and about encouraging families to do the right thing around school zones, and providing 

information. 

 
END 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Lisa Nairne • Communications Manager • 07 376 0762 • 027 839 8410 

Vicki Waterhouse • Communications Advisor • 07 376 0718 • 027 484 2549 

Taupō District Council 

www.taupo.govt.nz 

http://www.taupo.govt.nz/

