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Wood chopping added to Waitangi Day line up 

 
Some of New Zealand’s most talented wood choppers will put on a spectacular show at the Taupō 

District’s Waitangi Day celebration this year. 

 

The axemen, from the Rotorua Axemen Club, will add another dimension to Waitangi – Taupō Moana 2014 by 

demonstrating wood chopping and sawing. In its second year, the festival is expected to attract similar numbers to 

the 4000-strong crowd that attended last year. 

 

Taupō District Council strategic relationships manager Dominic Bowden said the focus was on Kiwiana this year. 

“The axemen attract a huge crowd wherever they put on a show and we’re delighted to have them on board,” he 

said. 

 

The axemen will be joining a stellar line up that includes Kiwi reggae band 1814 and local musicians and talent. 

The day will also feature a host of family entertainment, including a bouncy castle, stilt walkers, ta moko 

demonstrations, kapa haka, food stalls and spot prizes. 

 

Free buses will operate from Turangi and Mangakino to bring people to the festival at Tongariro Domain, but 

numbers are limited and those interested must register at the Turangi or Mangakino council offices prior to the day. 

 

Organisers are still seeking acts that would like to perform at the festival and stall holders who are keen to take 

part. Anything and anyone will be considered, including local musicians, crafts or food stalls or anything else that 

might fit with the Kiwiana theme of the day. Stalls must be not-for-profit to qualify. To inquire contact Chelsea 

Dolman at info@erupt.co.nz or on 021 612 626. 
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