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 A safer school environment 

 

Increasing children’s safety on roads is the aim of a road safety committee formed between a local primary 

school, police and Taupō District Council. The committee has developed a school travel plan that looks at 

a range of initiatives that will improve safety around the school. 

 

As a result of concerns raised by parents of Taupō Primary School students about speeding vehicles, the council 

and police investigated and found the major issue was congestion around the school.  A large number of children 

also cross the road to the community reserve on the corner of Horomatangi and Titiraupenga streets during lunch 

breaks. 

 

Taupō Primary School has been working with police and the council and together they have developed a school 

travel plan to look at ways to improve safety and ease congestion. 

 

The school has closed off some of its entry points, which means children can be more closely monitored during 

busy times. This has also created more car parks in Taupō’s town centre. The council is also working with the 

school to look at installing an area that would serve as a collection point for children during specific times on 

Horomatangi St to minimise congestion during afternoons. 

 

The council is now consulting with those likely to be affected by the installation of a kea crossing.  This type of 

crossing only operates when it is being patrolled by a guardian and school children with fluorescent orange flags 

and signs. Following consultation the crossing may be operational early this year. 

 

Parent and Board of Trustees member, Vanessa Donald initiated the push for a safer environment and said she 

was pleased issues had been identified and plans were being enacted. "It has been wonderful to engage the 

support of our council, police, school and community to address the safety of children travelling to and from Taupō 

Primary School,” she said. “Whilst there is still much to do, the issues have been identified and plans put into place 

to prioritise the safety of our children." 

 

The proposal for a safer crossing point is one of several elements of a plan formed by a committee tasked with the 

job of addressing the problems. The committee is made up of representatives from the Board of Trustees, 

teachers, the council, and police. It aims to foster a school culture that recognises road safety, identify road safety 

issues and develop a plan to deal with those issues. 
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