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Popularity of swim lessons swells 

 
Taupō parents are signing their children up for swimming lessons in their droves now the newly 

refurbished learn-to-swim pool at AC Baths has reopened for business.  

 

Parents Craig and Tanya Larsen could not wait to get their 11-month-old son Tyler in the pool, and said the 

reopening couldn’t come soon enough. “If I could have, I would have done it at six months [old],” Mrs Larsen said. 

“I think it’s awesome. Already I’ve learnt what to do and how to do things.” 

 

Mr Larsen said it was fortunate the pool was now available for use and it was not surprising parents were signing 

up their children in a hurry. “It’s quite cool because a lot of the kids weren’t able to do this for a while,” he said. 

 

The number of children getting swimming lessons at AC Baths has trebled since the completion of the 

refurbishment of the facility late last year. This week, the AC Baths Swim School instructors will teach over 600 

children aged between six months and five years. This is up from about 200 during winter last year. 

 

Wendy Gordon-Glassford enrolled her son, six-month-old Charlie, in the classes and had his first lesson on 

Monday. She said getting lessons for Charlie was essential for her, given where her family lives. “I heard the 

lessons here were really good and I think it’s really important for safety, especially in Taupō where there’s a lake 

and so many watersports to do,” she said. “He loved it. He’s been swimming before and he loves the water.” 

 

Only selected classes could operate from two lanes of the outdoor 25m pool during the refurbishment. The pool 

was used while the indoor, custom learn-to-swim pool was being worked on. There are now new changing rooms 

alongside the pool, large windows that allow natural light in and a mural across one wall. Contractors also installed 

non-slip flooring and a new pool liner and improved the building’s ventilation. 

 

Aquatics and fitness manager Virginia Munro said it was great to see such a positive response to the award-

winning swim school being able to operate at capacity again. “We think being confident in the water is vital for 

Taupō children and we want to teach all the little ones we can.” 
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