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Waitangi festival a massive hit 

 
Thousands of people flocked to Tongariro Domain to celebrate Waitangi Day Taupō District style, which 

included music, wood chopping, waka ama, face painting, hangi and kapa haka, just to name a few. 

 

The free festival, Waitangi – Taupō Moana 2014, was held to celebrate our national day and attracted over 4000 

people. 

 

Taupō District Council strategic relationships manager Dominic Bowden said the vibe at the festival was upbeat 

and everyone had a great time. “This is what being part of a community is all about,” he said. “The people of our 

district have come together to have a great time and enjoy each other’s company.” Free buses ran from Turangi 

and Mangakino to bring people to the event. 

 

The addition of wood chopping, which built on the array of entertainment offered at last year’s inaugural festival, 

had been an obvious hit, he said. “People were crowding around watching the wood chips fly and loving every 

minute of it,” he said. “It’s a real Kiwi tradition and was a big drawcard.” 

 

Headline act Kiwi reggae band 1814 was the final group to take to the stage and prompted hundreds to get up and 

dance the afternoon away. They concluded an impressive line-up of entertainment including local musicians Good 

Thing, Aaron Moeke and Hot Tub and Turangi’s kapa haka group Ngauru ki Uta and hip hop group OK Krew. 

 

Mr Bowden said the weather was perfect and lots of people were making the most of the sunshine. “We are really 

happy with how the festival went and hope to do it all again next year,” he said. 
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