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Swimming and spa pools a drowning risk 

 
Reducing the risk of drowning around spa and swimming pools is the focus for Taupō District Council’s 

compliance team who want to ensure people are playing by the rules. 

 

The team is encouraging pool owners to make sure they comply with the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act, which 

requires there to be adequate fencing of 1.2m or higher around pools and self-closing gates that automatically 

latch.   

 

Environmental compliance manager Donna Little said the team will be visiting pool owners and those who did not 

comply would have to empty their pools until the required work had been carried out. 

  

“A lot of people are not aware the legislation also affects spa pools, which are subject to the same rules as 

swimming pools.  A common misunderstanding is that a lockable lid on a spa pool will comply with the act, but 

alone it not good enough to meet the legislative requirements,” she said. 

 

Central Government has said it will be changing parts of the act to make it easier for spa pools to comply and 

remove some unnecessary rules around pools, but these changes are yet to come into force. 

 

“One of the things we keep hearing is that people think the law has already changed, or they are waiting for it to 

change, so they do not have to fence their spa pool.  We have to enforce the current law, and people need to abide 

by these rules.” 

 

Ms Little said since the introduction of the legislation, the number of young children drowning in New Zealand had 

reduced significantly, which meant the rules were working. 

 

“There are avoidable deaths from drowning every year in New Zealand and we have to do our bit to protect our 

children in our own backyards,” Ms Little said. 
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