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Award-winning Ora Garden celebrates its 10th birthday 
 

Taupo Museum’s award winning Ora Garden turns 10 this month, and a birthday celebration will be held this 

Saturday at 11am  in the form of a tea party. 

 

The garden began its life in 2004 when Tourism New Zealand took the 100% Pure New Zealand - Ora – Garden of 

Wellbeing to London for the world famous Chelsea Flower show. It is continuing to amaze visitors with its 

stunning showcase of the central North Island’s natural beauty..  

 

The garden’s designers set out to display the spirituality of the country’s landscape, the life-force of its land, its 

natural flora and the themes of conservation and kaitiakitanga or guardianship for future generations. All kiwis 

are familiar with the word ‘Ora’ from the greeting ‘Kia Ora’ and it literally means ‘be well.’  

 

The garden was a huge success at the Chelsea Flower show and won a coveted gold medal recognising its clever 

design which includes a bird song sound track, steam misters, replica silica terraces. During its time in London the 

garden attracted huge crowds, including a visit from the Queen, as well as an international TV audience. 

 

The then-Taupo Museum Manager, Karen Williams, saw the garden on TV and immediately thought it would be a 

perfect fit at the museum because of the way it showcased the central North Island location with its native bush, 

geothermal terraces and Maori cultural and artistic references. Ora Garden was seen as something that would 

appeal to both local, national and international visitors alike. 

 

After discussions with the designers, sponsors and Taupo District Council the idea of relocating garden to the 

museum became a reality. A community campaign organised by the Friends of Taupo Museum raised an 

impressive $230,000 and in September 2006, Ora’s designers spent six weeks rebuilding the garden in its present 

site in the courtyard attached to the museum. 

 

The garden’s success was instant, with Ora’s addition a major factor in visitors to the museum doubling from 2006 

to 2007. 

  

The Ora garden is believed to be the only Chelsea gold winning show garden in the world to be set up 

permanently. It is now a Garden of National Significance accredited with the New Zealand Garden Trust. 
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