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New e-book initiative gets kids reading 

 
Being unable to get to the library is no longer a problem for Waitahanui school kids – they now all have 

access to e-books through a new Taupō Library initiative. 

 

The library launched the initiative with Te Kura o Waitahanui yesterday, giving all students free e-book membership 

so they can access the library’s 5000 e-books. The school provides iPads for the students, which they can use to 

access the e-books and borrow them for three weeks at a time. 

 

Library and museum manager Luisa Haines said there were no charges or late fees because when the loan period 

had elapsed the books disappeared off the device. The initiative meant they could access books anytime from 

anywhere. 

 

She said Te Kura o Waitahanui was quite a distance from any of the district’s public libraries, so this was a great 

way for students to access reading material. 

 

“We know that getting into town can be difficult for our families in outlying suburbs, so we see this is an exciting 

new way for the library to come to them,” she said. “It’s also helping our school children move into the digital age 

and embrace the technology available to them.” 

 

Te Kura o Waitahanui is an e-learning school, with traditional teaching tools like whiteboards replaced by smart 

televisions, iPads and other digital tools. 

 

Principal Maria Rahui said the e-book initiative was another great addition to the school’s arsenal of teaching tools. 

“This can work anywhere, in any school,” she said. “It’s about moving our mind sets away from the walls of the 

classroom and into the devices.” 

 

She said the 16 children at the school were all very technology savvy and it was important for them to learn about 

e-books for their future. 

 

Taupō Library is looking for more schools to sign up to the initiative. Contact Tammy Merriman at Taupō Library on 

07 376 1575 for more information. 
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