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Pool challenge returns for second year 

 
A challenge that encourages Turangi residents to swim 50km in three months is returning to Turangi’s 

Turtle Pools this winter. 

 

Named after the first woman to swim the 50km from Stump Bay, Turangi to Taupō in the 1950s, the Margaret 

Sweeney Challenge aims to inspire a new generation of budding athletes to get swimming in an effort to get fit and 

feel good. The first challenge was held last year in the lead up to summer and saw 55 people taking part. 

 

Turangi pool supervisor Suzanne Watson said the challenge was a great way to recognise an important woman in 

Turangi’s history and encourage the Turangi community to swim more often. “The Turtle Pools are great for 

improving fitness and honing our swimming skills, which is so important when we live by Tongariro River and Lake 

Taupō and spend a lot of time in and around the water,” she said. 

 

The challenge kicks off on July 25 and there are two categories. Elite swimmers will aim to complete 50km by 

October 10. Those entering the novice category will aim to complete the task individually or in a group by a 

combination of running, jogging or swimming the distance by October 24. A finale night will be held in October to 

celebrate those who complete the challenge. 

 

Last year one participant lost 10kg over the three months, and went from walking the kilometres to swimming them. 

“He hasn’t stopped coming ever since – it’s had a roll-on effect for him and he brings his wife as well,” Ms Watson 

said.  

 

She said a group of people used it as a training method for the Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain IRONMAN New Zealand 

event and everyone had different goals. “Six people did 100km all up which is an amazing achievement,” she said. 

“Once people start they often get really into it and tend to surprise themselves.” 

 

A tally board will be kept in a room off reception at the Turtle Pools, where participants can cross off their 

kilometres as they progress. Registrations are now open . To sign up, visit the Turtle Pools or call them on 07 386 

8021. 
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