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Waitangi festival brings Kiwi acts to Pukawa lakefront 

 

Pukawa Marae is set to host the popular Waitangi festival in 2017 with a diverse line up and a new venue. 
 

The annual celebration of Kiwiana will move to the Pukawa Lakefront Reserve for the 2017 Waitangi Tūwharetoa kī 

Pukawa Festival that will take place on Sunday, February 5 from noon until 5pm. 

 

While Taupō District Council has previously led the organisation of the festival, next year’s event will be the first 

one that has been community-led, with Pukawa Marae, local community groups and supporting sponsors working 

together to help ensure its success. 

 

Headlining the event for 2017 will be Kiwi artists Ardijah, The Beatgirls and the Rodger Fox Big Band who will be 

joined by local band Sons of Soul. The free family-friendly festival will also feature kapa haka performances and 

cultural exhibitions, waka ama rides, games, spot prizes and cultural food stalls.  

 

Taupō District Council democracy and community engagement manager Tina Jakes said it was exciting to be able 

to hand the running of the event to a community group.  

 

“Pukawa delivered the inaugural Waitangi Tūwharetoa kī Pukawa Festival in 2015 and proved the community-led 

model works extremely well, so we’re excited they are able to take over the organisation of this event for 2017.” 

 

Pukawa Marae chairman Dave Potaka said the festival will be all about bringing families together, and will be 

completely alcohol, smoke and drug free.  

 

“It’s important to us to be able to get our community together and to welcome visitors from around the district and 

further afield. Events like this are also a fantastic opportunity to promote the benefits of being alcohol, smoke and 

drug free and to celebrate this important national day with the community. 

 

“We are grateful for the support of our sponsors who have enabled us to ensure the festival remains free for 

everyone to attend and enjoy.” 

 

Free shuttles from Mangakino and Taupō are available with limited spaces, and seats must be booked by 

contacting Cornelia Dempsey on cdempsey@taupo.govt.nz. 
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