
Looking forward, our focus now turns to delivering  

the second year of our 2015-2025 Long-term Plan.  

Over the next 12 months our focus will be on  

continuing to deliver the strategies we put in place for the  

betterment of our residents and our district. We will  

continue to maintain the $1.2 billion of assets we own and  

strengthen partnerships with our communities and  

stakeholders.  We will continue to seek efficiencies to keep  

rates as affordable as possible, and will ensure our  

district’s interests are represented at both a regional and  

national level.  Most importantly, we will continue to  

ensure the Taupō District is a great place to live.



3

TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL  ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16

Mayor and Chief Executive Officer’s Report ............................................................................ 4

Statement of Compliance ..............................................................................................................5

Report of the Auditor General ...................................................................................................... 6

Our Long Term District Strategy ................................................................................................10

Annual report disclosure statement for year ending 30 June 2016 ................................13

Taupō District ...................................................................................................................................18

Counting the assets .......................................................................................................................19

New projects this year – not included in the Long-term Plan 2015-25 ......................... 20

Submissions, appeals and other advocacy ............................................................................. 20

Surveys ............................................................................................................................................. 22

Service performance reporting ................................................................................................. 23

Groups of Activities ....................................................................................................................... 24

Community Services ..................................................................................................................... 25

Water ................................................................................................................................................. 32

Transport ...........................................................................................................................................41

Community Facilities ....................................................................................................................46

Wastewater ..................................................................................................................................... 54

Solid waste ...................................................................................................................................... 59

Stormwater ..................................................................................................................................... 63

Democracy and Planning ............................................................................................................. 67

Investments .....................................................................................................................................74

Economic Development ............................................................................................................... 77

Finances ............................................................................................................................................ 83

Council Controlled Organisations ........................................................................................... 144

Elected members as at 30 June 2016 .................................................................................... 162

Turangi Tongariro  Community Board members as at 30 June 2016 ............................ 163

Council Directory ......................................................................................................................... 164

CONTENTS



TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL  ANNUAL REPORT 2015/16

principles of: 

 

MAYOR AND CHIEF  
EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Welcome to our Annual Report for the 2015/16 year.
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Mayor
Gareth Green
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STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

Mayor

Gareth Green

Brian Fox
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Independent Auditor’s Report 
 

To the readers of Taup  District Council and group’s annual report 
for the year ended 30 June 2016 

 

The Auditor-General is the auditor of Taup  District Council (the District Council) and group. 
The Auditor-General has appointed me, Clarence Susan, using the staff and resources of Audit 
New Zealand, on her behalf, to: 

 audit the information included in the District Council and group’s annual report that we 
are required to audit under the Local Government Act 2002 (the audited 
information); and 

 report on whether the District Council and group has complied with the requirements 
of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002 that apply to the annual report 
and the Local Government (Financial Reporting and Prudence) Regulations 2014. 

Opinion on the audited information 

In our opinion:  

 the financial statements on pages 84 to 143: 

 present fairly, in all material respects: 

 the District Council and group’s financial position as at 30 June 
2016; 

 the results of  operations and cash flows for the year ended on that 
date; and 

 comply with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand and 
have been prepared in accordance with Public Benefit Entity Reporting 
Standards; 

 the funding impact statement on page 82, presents fairly, in all material respects, the 
amount of funds produced from each source of funding and how the funds were 
applied as compared to the information included in the District Council and group’s 
Long-term plan; 

 the Group of Activities on pages 24 to 81: 

 presents fairly, in all material respects, the District Council’s levels of service 
for each group of activities for the year ended 30 June 2016, including: 

 the levels of service achieved compared with the intended levels of 
service and whether any intended changes to levels of service were 
achieved; 
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 the reasons for any significant variation between the levels of 
service achieved and the intended levels of service; and 

 complies with generally accepted accounting practice in New Zealand; 

 the statement about capital expenditure for each group of activities on pages 24 to 
81, presents fairly, in all material respects, actual capital expenditure as compared 
to the budgeted capital expenditure included in the District Council and group’s 
Long-term plan; and 

 the funding impact statement for each group of activities on pages 24 to 81, presents 
fairly, in all material respects, the amount of funds produced from each source of 
funding and how the funds were applied as compared to the information included in 
the District Council and group’s Long-term plan. 

Compliance with requirements 

The District Council and group has: 

 complied with the requirements of schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002 
that apply to the annual report; and 

 made the disclosures on pages 13 to 143 which are required by the Local 
Government (Financial Reporting and Prudence) Regulations 2014 which represent a 
complete list of required disclosures and accurately reflects the information drawn 
from the District Council and group’s audited information. 

Our audit was completed on 27 September 2016. This is the date at which our opinion is 
expressed. 

The basis of our opinion is explained below. In addition, we outline the responsibilities of the 
Council and our responsibilities, and we explain our independence. 

Basis of opinion 

We carried out our audit in accordance with the Auditor-General’s Auditing Standards, which 
incorporate the International Standards on Auditing (New Zealand). Those standards require 
that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and carry out our audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the information we audited is free from material 
misstatement.  

Material misstatements are differences or omissions of amounts and disclosures that, in our 
judgement, are likely to influence readers’ overall understanding of the audited information. If 
we had found material misstatements that were not corrected, we would have referred to them 
in our opinion. 

An audit involves carrying out procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and 
disclosures in the information we audited. The procedures selected depend on our judgement, 
including our assessment of risks of material misstatement of the information we audited, 
whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, we consider internal control 
relevant to the District Council and group’s preparation of the information we audited in order 
to design procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the District Council and group’s internal control. 
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An audit also involves evaluating: 

 the appropriateness of accounting policies used and whether they have been 
consistently applied; 

 the reasonableness of the significant accounting estimates and judgements made by 
the Council; 

 the adequacy of the disclosures in the information we audited;  

 determining the appropriateness of the reported Group of Activities within the District 
Council’s framework for reporting performance; and 

 the overall presentation of the information we audited. 

We did not examine every transaction, nor do we guarantee complete accuracy of the 
information we audited.  

When reporting on whether the District Council and group complied with the requirements of 
Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 2002 that apply to the annual report, we limited our 
procedures to making sure the annual report included the required information and identifying 
material inconsistencies, if any, with the information we audited. We carried out this work in 
accordance with International Standard on Auditing (New Zealand) 720; The Auditor’s 
Responsibilities Relating to Other Information in Documents Containing Audited Financial 
Statements.  

We did not evaluate the security and controls over the electronic publication of the information 
we are required to audit and report on. We believe we have obtained sufficient and 
appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis for our audit opinion. 

Responsibilities of the Council 

The Council is responsible for meeting all legal requirements that apply to its annual report.  

The Council’s responsibilities arise under the Local Government Act 2002 and the Local 
Government (Financial Reporting and Prudence) Regulations 2014.  

The Council is responsible for such internal control as it determines is necessary to ensure that 
the annual report is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. The 
Council is also responsible for the publication of the annual report, whether in printed or 
electronic form. 

Responsibilities of the Auditor 

We are responsible for expressing an independent opinion on the annual report in accordance 
with the reporting requirements of the Local Government Act 2002 and the Local Government 
(Financial Reporting and Prudence) Regulations 2014. Our responsibility arises from the Public 
Audit Act 2001. 
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Independence 

When carrying out our audit, we followed the independence requirements of the 
Auditor-General, which incorporate the independence requirements of the External Reporting 
Board. 

In addition to this audit, we have carried out an assurance review of the District Council’s 
Debenture Trust Deed, which is compatible with those independence requirements. Other than 
the audit and this assignment we have no relationship with or interests in the District Council or 
any of its subsidiaries. 

 

 

 

Clarence Susan 
Audit New Zealand 
On behalf of the Auditor-General 
Tauranga, New Zealand  
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Ensure Taupō District remains a great 
place to live

Promoting economic development

OUR LONG TERM DISTRICT 
STRATEGY
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Protecting our water resources and 
using them wisely
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Maintaining our quality infrastructure

Keeping rates and debt affordable

levels of service
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What is the purpose of this statement? Rates (income) affordability

if: 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
FOR YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2016
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Rates (increases) affordability
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Debt servicing benchmark
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Operations control benchmark
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The Taupō District is home to ~35,600 people, with 42 per cent of the 
district’s ratepayers living outside the district, many with holiday 
homes here. Residents live mainly in the towns of Taupō (~22,580), 
Turangi (~3,220) and Mangakino (~780), although about ~9,010 also live in 
surrounding rural areas and lake and river settlements. We are also the 
holiday destination for hundreds of thousands of visitors each year. 

TAUPŌ DISTRICT
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COUNTING THE ASSETS
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Regulatory services

Community Facilities

Solid waste

NEW PROJECTS THIS YEAR
NOT INCLUDED IN THE LONG-TERM PLAN 2015-25

Healthy Rivers: Plan for Change/Wai Ora: 
He Rautaki Whakapaipai

Pumicelands Rural Fire Authority

Productivity Commission Report on Using 
Land and Housing

Proposed merger of Bay of Plenty 
Polytechnic and Waiariki Institute of 
Technology

RAL Licence Application for Whakapapa Ski 
Area

NZ Transport Agency Investment Decision 
Making Review

Building (Pools) Amendment Bill

SUBMISSIONS, APPEALS AND 
OTHER ADVOCACY

20
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Draft Land Transport Rule: Vehicle 
dimensions and mass (2016)

Shop Trading Hours Amendment Bill

New Zealand-China Mayoral Forum 
Attendance

Taupō-China Trade Delegation

Resource Legislation Amendment Bill

Waikato Regional Council Annual Plan 
2016/17

Next Steps for Freshwater 2016
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SURVEYS
Council undertakes a Residents and Ratepayers Satisfaction Survey every 

three years.  The last survey was undertaken in November 2014. The next 

one is planned for 2017.

Council uses surveys to learn more about the wishes of the district’s residents and 

ratepayers, and to monitor the performance of Councils’ various business units.  Survey 

results are also used in long-term planning and a range of other district initiatives.

RESIDENTS AND RATEPAYERS SATISFACTION SURVEY 

OTHER SURVEYS
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