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PART 1

INTRODUCTION

Lake Taupo, bordered by volcanic mountains and part of a spectacular landscape, is the
largest freshwater lake in Oceania.
Taupo township is located at the north-east corner of Lake Taupo. It is a popular tourist and
holiday destination for both New Zealanders and overseas visitors, offering panoramic views
of the lake and the mountains of Tongariro National Park, providing access to some of the best
trout fishing in the world, to native forests and active geothermal areas, and offering a diverse
range of outdoor recreation activities. As a result of its many attributes and the lifestyle it
offers, Taupo is experiencing significant growth.
For many locals and visitors, the Taupo experience centres on the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves - the network of reserves between Whakamoenga Point and Five Mile Bay, most of
which are owned or managed by Taupo District Council. Within their horseshoe-shaped frame
stretch the waters of Tapuaeharuru Bay, settled early around the Waikato River outflow. The
lakeshore reserves represent much of what gives Taupo its character. Their status recognises
their recreational, amenity, ecological, historical and cultural values.
Effectively managing the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves is vital to maintaining Taupo’s
position as one of this country’s leading destinations. The reserves are widely used for a variety
of recreational activities. They provide lake access for a range of water-based experiences.
They are venues for many of the cultural and sporting events that bring diversity, vibrancy
and economic benefits to the town and region. They are valued for their natural character and
provide an important visual and environmental buffer to the adjoining urban environment.
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As Taupo continues to grow, pressure on the lakeshore reserves will continue to increase.
This reserve management plan will facilitate appropriate decision making into the future,
protecting, enhancing and allowing enjoyment of the lake-edge which protects, enhances and
allows enjoyment of our lake.

PURPOSE OF THIS RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
The purpose of this management plan is to try and balance the provision of recreational
opportunities that are relevant to the needs of users with the protection of the natural and
cultural values of the lakeshore reserves, within the limits of the resources available.
The Reserves Act 1977 requires the development of management plans for all reserves except
local and government purpose reserves.
Reserve management plans outline Taupo District Council’s general intentions and provide
direction for the use, maintenance, protection and development of its reserves. They also
look beyond the reserve boundaries in terms of their location and interaction within the wider
context.
The process of preparing this management plan has given the community opportunities to
contribute to the future of the lakeshore reserves. Public involvement provides Council with
an understanding of relevant local issues from people who are familiar with and use the
reserves. The process is outlined in Appendix 2.
The management plan, once adopted, can be amended so that it adapts to changing
circumstances, or as knowledge increases.

HOW TO USE THIS RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
PART 1
Introduces the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves and explains the reserve management plan
process and the statutory and planning framework within which the plan has been developed.
PART 2
Provides information on the location and legal aspects of the lakeshore reserves, explores their
history and outlines their general physical character.
PART 3
Identifies key management issues for the lakeshore reserves. These have been determined
through discussions with users, submissions from the public and through Council staff knowledge
and experience.
PART 4
Provides the objectives and policies which guide management of the lakeshore reserves. These
address the issues raised in part 3 and include key actions to implement the policies.
PART 5
Provides concept plans for those lakeshore reserves where improvements are proposed.
PART 6
Provides the key actions of the management plan and timeline for implementation.
APPENDICES
Contain detailed material relating to particular aspects of the management plan.

Reserve management planning is guided by several pieces of legislation and by the broader
aims, objectives and policies of Council, including those developed in the District Plan and LongTerm Council Community Plan. Other non-statutory planning documents relevant to reserves
management also provide direction for the objectives and policies contained in management
plans. These documents have been considered by the community and endorsed by Council.
They represent a set of commitments to a number of outcomes. This management plan must
therefore have regard to the intentions of these documents.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
The following outlines the key documents relating to the statutory framework within which this
management plan has been prepared:
Reserves Act 1977
The Reserves Act is the primary piece of legislation for administering reserves. The purpose of
this Act is:
• providing for the preservation and management of areas for the benefit and enjoyment of the
public
• ensuring, as far as possible, the survival of all indigenous species of flora and fauna
• ensuring, as far as possible, the preservation of access for the public
• providing for the preservation of representative samples of all classes of natural ecosystems
and landscape
• promoting the protection of the natural character of the coastal environment and the margins
of lakes and rivers.
Resource Management Act 1991
The Resource Management Act is a regulatory tool which applies to the management of land.
The purpose of the Act is the sustainable management of natural and physical resources.
Section 6 (Matters of National Importance), section 7 (Other Matters) and section 8 (Treaty
of Waitangi) set out matters that are of importance to the management of land. Of these, the
following are particularly relevant to reserve management:
• preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment, wetlands, and lakes and
rivers and their margins, and their protection from inappropriate subdivision, use, and
development
• protection of outstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate subdivision,
use, and development
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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• maintenance and enhancement of public access to and along the coastal marine areas, lakes
and rivers
• the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral lands, water,
sites, waahi tapu and other taonga
• kaitiakitanga
• maintenance and enhancement of amenity values
• maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the environment.
Local Government Act 2002
The Local Government Act is the central piece of legislation under which local authorities operate.
The Act enables local decision making by and on behalf of citizens to promote the social, economic,
environmental and cultural well-being of their communities. It requires councils to consider the
significance of proposed actions and to consult with potentially affected parties.
Long-Term Council Community Plan 2006-2016
The Taupo District Long-Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP) is Council’s main planning
document. This plan establishes the activities that Council will undertake according to its broad
responsibilities under the Local Government Act 2002 within a 10-year period. The LTCCP also
sets out the funding associated with these responsibilities.
Under the Local Government Act 2002 Council must identify community outcomes — the
aspirations of the community with regard to present and future social, economic, environmental
and cultural well-being. The community outcomes, titled ‘Our People, Our Future’, are linked
directly to the Council’s policy direction through its key strategic documents. The themes of the
community outcomes relevant to this reserve management plan are:
• Lakes, Rivers, Landscapes — places we are proud of
• Healthy People, Healthy Communities

• Safe and Secure
• Vibrant and Diverse.
PLANNING CONTEXT
Several key documents relate to the planning context within which this management plan has
been prepared.
Taupo District Plan 2007
In meeting its responsibilities under the Resource Management Act, Council must prepare a
district plan. This sets out the objectives, policies and rules which control the scale, nature and
location of land use and development in the Taupo District. Through rules and performance
standards, the district plan sets minimum standards for the use of land in order to avoid or
lessen the adverse impacts on the environment, to ensure that the existing resources and
general amenity of an area are maintained.
The relationship between the Taupo District Plan and the Reserves Act 1977 is complementary.
The District Plan recognises the role of management plans under the Reserves Act in providing
effective reserve management.
The District Plan has four key ‘environments’ which control development: residential, rural,
town centre and industrial. The District-wide Environment section of the plan outlines the rules
which apply to all land within these four environments. The lakeshore reserves fall within the
residential, rural and town centre environments (see Appendix 3).
• Residential - comprises a mixture of low, standard and high density residential developments
• Rural - covers the majority of the Taupo District, incorporating a wide range of activities
including farming, horticulture, forestry, electricity generation, tourism and recreation
• Town centre - covers the District’s central business districts or shopping centres.

All of the lakeshore reserves lie wholly or partially within the Foreshore Protection Area. This is a
20-metre-wide strip measured inland from the Nui-a-Tia boundary of Lake Taupo, or 20 metres
from the bed of any other identified lake or river. The Foreshore Protection Area is intended
to protect the interface between land and water, by preserving the natural character of the
District’s lakes and rivers and their margins while maintaining public access to these areas. In
these areas, land use activities on reserves must comply with the relevant environmental rules
and standards.
The District Plan also contains rules for protection of Notable and Amenity Trees. These trees are
considered highly significant and worthy of protection. Two notable trees and one amenity tree
are located in Lakefront Reserve, one amenity tree is located in Colonel Roberts Reserve and two
amenity trees are located in Lions Walk Reserve.
Within the reserves, three designated sites give effect to a requirement made by a requiring
authority for land to be designated for a particular purpose. These sites are the water pump
stations at the end of Rifle Range Road and at Rainbow Point, and the Hot Water Beach Recreation
Reserve.
Lake Taupo is scheduled as an Outstanding Landscape Management Area, recognising the very
high scenic, community and cultural values of the lake.
Council is currently reviewing the Landscape and Natural Value provisions in the District Plan.
The purpose is to identify areas of important landscape and natural value in the Taupo District
and to protect these areas from inappropriate development. The Landscape Values section of
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the plan addresses important and unique landscape areas, while the Natural Values section
addresses native vegetation areas. This may apply to particular areas within the lakeshore
reserves — for example, Whakamoenga Point.
Appendix 3 contains the relevant District Plan considerations for each reserve.
Taupo District 2050 - Growth Management Strategy
Taupo District 2050 aims to establish a sustainable pattern of urban settlement. It provides a
policy framework to guide where and how future growth should occur throughout the District,
and identifies a series of actions to achieve this desired pattern of urban growth.
Future growth has the potential to increase use of, and place pressure on, the lakeshore reserves.
Asset Management Plan — Parks and Reserves
The Parks and Reserves Asset Management Plan shows how Council will manage the maintenance
and capital works associated with community assets over time. Assets are the different physical
components that together make up a park.
The asset management plan considers:
• levels of service required
• future demand
• life cycle management
• financial requirements
• improvements in managing the assets.
Asset management plans respond to, and reflect, the strategic and policy directions set down
in reserve management plans. The policies contained in reserve management plans, however,
are themselves informed by the levels of service required from parks as set out in the asset
management plans.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Recreation Strategy 2006
The Recreation Strategy identifies the strategic direction for Council’s involvement in recreation.
As key places where the community and visitors recreate, the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves are of particular importance within this strategy.
Tree and Vegetation Policy 2005
The Tree and Vegetation Policy provides consistent management of Council’s vegetation and
trees. Its policies and implementation directly affect the plantings on the Tapuaeharuru Bay
Lakeshore Reserves.
Cycle and Walking Strategy 2006
The Cycle and Walking Strategy provides guidance on promoting, managing and providing for
cycling and walking in the Taupo District. The Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves are a wellutilised part of Taupo’s cycling and walking network.
Lake Taupo Erosion and Flood Strategy (under development)
Taupo District Council and Waikato Regional Council are developing the Lake Taupo Erosion and
Flood Strategy. This strategy will guide future management of the erosion and flood hazards
around Lake Taupo. It will set out funding arrangements and responsibilities, and identify work
programmes and time frames.
As part of the strategy’s development, technical erosion and flood studies have been undertaken.
The erosion report highlights ongoing issues, for example, at Five Mile Bay and along the
lakeshore in front of Taupo town.

2020 Taupo Nui-a-Tia Action Plan
Initiated by the Lakes and Waterways Action Group, Ngati Tuwharetoa and the wider Taupo
community in 2001, this project aimed to produce an integrated catchment management plan
for Lake Taupo. The Taupo community identified 12 key values to protect the future of the lake
and a plan called the 2020 Taupo Nui-a-Tia Action Plan was developed, setting out specific
actions for key agencies with responsibility for the lake.
The 2020 Taupo-Nui-a-Tia Action Plan identifies management of the foreshore reserves as one
of its 12 values. Maintaining public access, opportunities for recreation and good environmental
quality are key aspects of foreshore reserves management.

ADMINISTRATION OF LAKE TAUPO AND ITS ENVIRONS
Although this management plan can only address matters specific to the lakeshore reserves,
Council recognises that many issues are interrelated and overlap legal boundaries. This applies
particularly to the lake and surrounding environment. Where these interconnections are material
to this plan they are addressed in the relevant sections.
A number of authorities have interests both in and around Lake Taupo. They generally have
separate but complementary roles under a number of Acts, notably the Maori Land Amendment
and Maori Land Claims Adjustment Act 1926, the Local Government Act 2002, the Reserves Act
1977 and the Resource Management Act 1991.
• Taupo District Council administers reserves around the lake edge, some owned by Council and
others by the Crown.
• The Department of Conservation owns reserve land around the lake edge (some of which is
leased). The department has vested the control and management of some areas in Taupo
District Council.

• The Taupo Nui-a-Tia Management Board helps to administer the bed of Lake Taupo. The board
vets all applications for new structures on the lake bed and makes recommendations to the
Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board.
• The Department of Internal Affairs manages all of the Crown assets on the bed of Lake
Taupo. It operates the Taupo harbourmaster’s office, which maintains and manages Crownowned berths and launching facilities around the lake, issues commercial and rental licences,
maintains ski lanes and navigation markers, enforces the Lake Taupo regulations and bylaws
to control the use of berths and ramps, manages the provision of mooring sites, and is
responsible for navigational safety and activity on the lake. The department chairs the Lake
Taupo Users Forum which advises on the lake’s development and maintenance priorities.
• Waikato Regional Council (Environment Waikato) has a statutory role for soil conservation,
water quality and water allocation, and pest plant management.
• Mighty River Power controls the minimum and maximum levels of Lake Taupo by managing
the inflow and outflow of water. The lake level has been artificially controlled since 1941,
when control gates were installed at the outlet.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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PART 2

CONTEXT

LOCATION
The lakeshore reserves are located along the margin of Lake Taupo between Whakamoenga
Point and Five Mile Bay. They are bounded by the lake on one side and by road (local and state
highway), residential housing and commercial accommodation on the other.
The reserves are held under the Reserves Act 1977 and are either owned by Council or owned by
the Crown and managed by Council. This management plan also covers parcels of land along the
lake margin which are not held under the Reserves Act. These include Council freehold land and
road. Through the process of developing this plan, the freehold land will be declared as reserve in
accordance with the Reserves Act, and will fall under its jurisdiction.
There is no legal requirement for Council to set policy on or to manage in a particular manner
the land held as road. Both the freehold land and road, however, contribute to landscape and
recreational amenities of the lakeshore reserve network. This management plan will guide their
ongoing maintenance and future development. If circumstances change and the land held as
road is no longer required for that purpose, Council will seek to have these areas re-designated
as reserve under the Reserves Act.
The land covered in this management plan has a total area of approximately 50 hectares and
covers the following (from west to east):
• Whakamoenga Point Reserve
• Whangaroa Reserve (Acacia Bay South)
• Acacia Bay (North)
• Te Kopua Point Reserve
• Te Moenga Scenic Reserve
• Lakefront Reserve
• Colonel Roberts Reserve
• Northcroft Reserve
• Hot Water Beach Reserve
• Manuels Lakefront
• Timeshare Lakefront Reserve
• Two Mile Bay Reserve
• Lions Walk (including Oregon Drive Accessway)
• Secombe Park
• Wharewaka Point
• Five Mile Bay Reserve.
See figure 1 on page 24 for the location plan.

RESERVES INDEX AND CLASSIFICATION
Appendix 4 provides the legal details of each one of the lakeshore reserves, including its legal
description, area, its gazette and/or vesting reference and its Reserves Act 1977 purpose.
The Reserves Act requires that reserves be classified according to their principal or primary
purpose. Each classification type has unique management objectives and these must be
considered when policy is set. The reserves covered by this management plan are classified as
recreation and local purpose (esplanade) reserves.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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11

The purpose of recreation reserves is to provide
‘for the recreation and sporting activities and the physical welfare and enjoyment of the public,
and for the protection of the natural environment and beauty of the countryside, with emphasis
on the retention of open spaces and on outdoor recreational activities, including recreational
tracks in the countryside.’ (Section 17[1])
The purpose of Local purpose reserves is for
‘providing and retaining areas for such local purpose or purposes as are specified in any
classification of the reserve.’ (Section 23[1])
The local purpose is ‘esplanade’ as identified in the Resource Management Act 1991. Esplanade
reserves or esplanade strips contribute to the protection of conservation values, enabling public
access to or along any sea, river, or lake, and enabling public recreational use of the reserve
where the use is compatible with the protection of conservation values.
The Reserves Act does not require that a management plan be prepared for local purpose
reserves. The esplanade reserves have been included in this management plan because they
contribute to the open space values and recreational opportunities around the lake margin.

HISTORY
TA
ˉNGATA WHENUA HISTORY
Tia and Nga
ˉtoroirangi
After the arrival of the waka (canoe) Te Arawa at Maketu, various members of the party, including
Tia and high priest Ngatoroirangi, set out to explore the new land.
When Tia reached the Waikato River he found the water very muddy. After studying this he
concluded that someone had already reached the source of the river, but still continued his
journey into the Taupo
ˉ district and set up a tu
ˉa
ˉhu (sacred place used for divination).
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Meanwhile Nga
ˉtoroirangi had also traveled into the Taupo
ˉ district. He climbed Tauhara maunga
(mountain) and claimed the district, and set up his tûâhu in various places.
While travelling along the eastern side of the lake, Nga
ˉtoroirangi saw the tu
ˉa
ˉhu of Tia and
challenged him. Nga
ˉtoroirangi built one of his tu
ˉa
ˉhu near the one of Tia with old dried material
to convince Tia of his prior arrival. Tia thought he had been outwitted and turned to the west
towards Titiraupenga where he took his people and settled.
Taupo
ˉ Moana
There are two common stories about the naming of Lake Taupo
ˉ. In the first, the name Taupo
ˉ
Moana used by many of the Tu
ˉwharetoa people refers to the actions of high priest Nga
ˉtoroirangi.
In claiming the land, he summoned his gods to help delay Tia’s progress south. ‘Te-tau-o-tepo
ˉ-nui-i-a-Tia’, the descending of the great mist upon Tia, reflects the duel for the central North
Island.
In the second, the name Taupo
ˉ Nui-a
ˉ-Tia given to the lake is associated with Tia. While standing
at Ha
ˉmaria, Tia noticed some distance away a high rocky cliff which faced the lake. It appeared
to him to resemble the cloak that he wore about his shoulders. The cloak was called a ‘taupo
ˉ’
(a word that is no longer used) and was made of closely woven material with an outer covering
of flax leaves, coloured yellow and black. Rising up, Tia removed his cloak and fastened it to
the pou (post) he named ‘Hikurangi’, and he named the great cliffs ‘Taupo
ˉ Nui-a
ˉ-Tia’ (the great
cloak of Tia).
Ancestral whenua now part of the Taupo
ˉ District Council reserves were traditionally occupied by
nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ (sub-tribes). This whenua was historically used for ka
ˉinga (home, residence, village
or settlement), kaiawa (food found in and around rivers and streams), mahinga kai (areas and

location where food of any sort and type is gathered, grown, or hunted, including forests,
lakes, rivers, streams, swamps, traditional gardening plots), tauranga waka (landing place of
waka), wai a
ˉriki (hot springs), ana tu
ˉturu (caves) and waahi tapu purposes (areas for burials,
deaths and baptismal rites, and historic battlegrounds). The whenua now under Council’s
jurisdiction includes many sites of cultural value.
Linkage for nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ is through whakapapa (genealogy). Because of this whakapapa, nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ
still have a cultural and spiritual relationship with the whenua, regardless of the separation
that has occurred through unfortunate but unavoidable historic events.
The geographic nature of the area suggests that ka
ˉinga were present wherever the practice
of mahinga kai took place. This was not always the case. Waahi tapu were more likely to be
found around ka
ˉinga.
Close to the ka
ˉinga would have been tauranga waka. These areas were up to thirty metres
wide. Stones and rocks from mahinga kai clearances were used to construct landing bays for
the waka to be brought up onto the beach.
Creation of the lake occurred when Nga
ˉtoroirangi climbed Mount Tauhara, uprooting a totara
tree and throwing it down the mountainside. The tree pierced a dry basin and this basin filled
with water to become Lake Taupo
ˉ. The totara landed with its roots up and it is claimed that
even today, the roots of the totara can occasionally be seen above water off Wharewaka Point
— an enduring symbol of Nga
ˉtoroirangi's mana.
The creator of the ika (fish) in the waters of Taupo
ˉ Moana was Nga
ˉtoroirangi. He descended
Tauhara maunga and, standing at the edge of the lake, he populated the water with fish.
Some accounts say he threw in hu
ˉia feathers; others say he used strands from his cloak.
Whichever action Nga
ˉtoroirangi took, it resulted in the creation of kokopu
ˉ (native trout),
ˉi nanga (freshwater whitebait), ka
ˉkahi (freshwater shellfish) and koura (freshwater crayfish).

Historic tauranga ika (fishing grounds) that are now part of the Taupo
ˉ District Council reserves
are Otanetiti and Te Pohue, located south of the Control Gates Bridge, Tapuaeha
ˉruru, at the
mouth of the Waikato River, and Te Ko
ˉ pua Point opposite Waikereru Point.
Ka
ˉinga (settlements) were used before pa
ˉ sites. These were small undefended settlements
usually located close to fishing and cultivation grounds. A ka
ˉinga consisted of a small hapu
ˉ
grouping, buildings for storing food, an area for food preparation and a main dwelling house.
Food would be cooked either out in the open or under a sheltered area away from the main
dwelling.
Mahinga kai (cultivations) were an important industry to Ma
ˉori, who brought to New Zealand
the kumara, the taro, the yam and gourd. They cultivated their plants wherever it was possible
to do so, during their journeys throughout this country.
When hapu
ˉ settled in Taupo
ˉ they soon found that making the soils productive for crop growing
required a great deal of labour. The climate was cold and the soils were referred to as being
stiff. Pumice sand was used to break up the heavy soils and forest humus, to be used as
compost.
Another method for improving stiff soils was using ashes as manure. Quantities of brush such
as ma
ˉnuka were spread evenly over the ground. When dry the brush was burnt and the ashes
were mixed with the soil.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN

Because they settled inland and away from the ocean, nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ devoted their attention to the
industry of freshwater fishing. They held rights to certain fishing areas on the rivers and lake.
These areas were marked by pou (posts or stakes) fixed in the shallow waters. Tohu (marks
or points) onshore indicated fishing places.
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Many of these cultivations were planted on culturally modified terracing made by the falling
levels of the original lake. Nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ cleared the rocks/stones/pumice, cut out the sides of the
banks, prepared the soils and transformed the terraces into cultivations. A rotational system was
used for either one or two planting seasons. Parts of the terrace were rested, during which time
more nutrients were added to the soils in preparation for future crops. Both men and women
worked on these cultivations, at times building and occupying temporary on-site dwellings.
Nga
ˉ hapu
ˉ used ana tu
ˉ turu (caves) in a variety of ways over the centuries. Ana tu
ˉturu were used
by individuals or small groupings as temporary dwellings from the time that Ma
ˉori first came to
Taupo
ˉ Moana. Evidence of these temporary occupations includes flaked obsidian, shell fragments
(either local or brought in from other parts of the country), charcoal material and other cultural
material. As permanent settlements began to be established the ana tu
ˉturu could have been
used as storage sites for fishing nets and baskets, waka and wooden implements. For many of
these caves the last occupational layer was when they became waahi tapu.
In general, the favourite site for permanent Ma
ˉori settlement was one within easy reach of
forest, river, or lake, cultivable land and geothermal heat. One of the principal settlements on
the northern shores of Lake Taupo
ˉ was Waipa
ˉhihi. Hot springs were abundant along this side
of the lake. Ta
ˉngata whenua valued these springs highly and used their resources in various
ways. Hot pools provided water for bathing, therapeutic and healing purposes. Warm sand
was used for cooking and for growing kumara, and in the recent past, watermelon and potato.
The geothermal areas were lived in, utilised and respected. The surface activity of these areas
was recognised by ta
ˉngata whenua as a gift, a valued resource, a taonga inherited from the
ancestors.
EUROPEAN HISTORY
Taupo was founded in 1869 when the Armed Constabulary established a redoubt on what is now
Tongariro Domain. Following an initial survey, the Government bought the land on which the
town stands.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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During the late 1800s, visitors travelling north from the lower North Island took a paddle steamer
up the Wanganui River, then a horsedrawn coach to Tokaanu at the southern end of the lake,
and then a steamer up Lake Taupo. Travel via the lake continued until well into the 1920s when
a road was formed around the lake shore.
Taupo township was first surveyed into allotments in 1877. As the town slowly grew so did the
commercial sector, with the first shops appearing about 1876.
For the next 50 years or so, development was slow. The roads, though improved, were appalling,
and the township did not have an electricity supply until the early 1950s. Attempts to farm
the land failed due to a cobalt deficiency in the soil which rendered it incapable of supporting
livestock. Significant amounts of money and labour were needed to clear and fertilise the land
and farming was not really possible until the 1950s.
The 1950s proved to be a boom time for Taupo. Farming flourished on the now lush pasture and
the region’s potential for forestry was realised. A geothermal power station was built, followed
by numerous hydroelectric schemes. The first pine plantations matured in the 1960s creating
a lucrative timber-processing industry. Roads were improved and accommodation was built.
Energy developments, forestry, farming and tourism remain the economic mainstays of Taupo
today.
The 1960s were a time of change for Taupo’s public open space. Concerned that development
and the associated loss of lakeshore vegetation were affecting both public access to the lake
and water quality, County Commissioner Bert O’Keefe pressured central Government to return
proceeds from the sale of lakeshore properties for the purchase and development of reserves.

The Taupo County Council recognised that it had prime responsibility for the protection of Lake
Taupo. At an April 1962 meeting, the Taupo Borough, Taupo County and Taumarunui County
resolved to jointly control Lake Taupo, and to control the foreshore of the lake including the area
fronting Two Mile Bay Domain and adjoining the Waikato River as far as the control gates.
The Lake Taupo Reserves Scheme was accepted by central Government and became a joint
Taupo County Council/Government initiative. The County Council published Lake Taupo - Handle
with Care, a booklet setting out the reasons for undertaking the project, emphasising the value
to New Zealand as a whole of Lake Taupo and its foreshore. The purpose of the scheme was to:
•

protect the scenic and wilderness environs of the lake

•

preserve the scenic, fishery, wildlife and other tourist attractions of the area

•

assist in preventing scattered and spasmodic urban development, soil erosion and
eutrophication of the lake waters.

In 1968 both the Taupo and Taumarunui county councils designated land for the purpose of
lakeshore reserves. Over 18,000 hectares were put into reserve around Lake Taupo, requiring
the acquisition of 13,000 hectares of both private and Crown land. The scheme is now defunct.
No archaeological sites are recorded within the lakeshore reserves.

RESERVE DESCRIPTIONS
The following reserves — with the exception of Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve — form the
Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves network. Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve is not Council
owned but provides a valuable link between the lakeshore reserves.

The reserve is the least developed of all the reserves along the Taupo lakeshore. It has significant
visual and environmental qualities, providing a good example of locally indigenous species in
close proximity to the lake edge. The residential development is well screened and the reserve
feels somewhat isolated.
Entry to the reserve is from an informal parking area located at the southern end of Acacia
Bay Road. A walkway leads from the parking area to the Whakamoenga Point trig station. The
walkway has a natural soil surface and is generally narrow.
Two boat ramps, constructed before the land became reserve, are available for use by both The
Point residents and the public, but vehicle access is restricted to The Point residents.
The reserve is generally used by walkers and those wishing to access the rocky outcrops.
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WHAKAMOENGA POINT RESERVE
This reserve edges Whakamoenga Point which is a private gated residential community situated
at the end of Acacia Bay Road. It is distinctive for rocky outcrops that extend into the lake
environment and for its high level of naturalness.
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WHANGAROA RESERVE (Acacia Bay South)
Located within a sheltered bay, this reserve has two parts. The southern side provides a public
boat ramp and jetty. The area beside the lake is gently sloping and grassed, rising up to a large
flat area generally used for informal parking for boat trailers and accessed from Acacia Bay
Road. There are mature specimen trees throughout and acacia trees line the road boundary. This
part of the reserve contains a toilet, swing set and picnic tables.
At the northern end of the bay the reserve is a narrow strip of land between the lake edge and
residential housing. It slopes gently, is mostly grassed and supports some tree species.
The reserve is used generally by boaties, swimmers and picnickers and is valued for its tranquillity.

ACACIA BAY (North)
Held legally as road, not reserve, the southern end of this reserve comprises a vegetated
headland dominated by indigenous species and contains a water pump station.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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This leads into a sheltered bay containing a grassed and beach area. The beach sits below Acacia
Bay Road and is visually dominated by mature Douglas fir, cedar and eucalyptus trees which
provide scale and amenity to the overall environment. The grassed area is relatively flat, rising
up to a retaining wall adjoining the road boundary, where there is a parking area. There are
three pedestrian access points from Acacia Bay Road. The main one is a centrally located wooden
staircase and there are narrow paths at the southern and northern ends. A toilet and changing
facility and picnic tables are provided. A jetty is located at the northern end of the beach.
The area continues beyond the beach where it narrows considerably and again becomes quite
heavily vegetated. Species are similar to those on the southern headland. A walkway connecting
the beach to the lakeshore reserves located to the north and south is accessed at various points
along Acacia Bay Road. The walkway has a natural soil surface and is narrow.
During the summer relaxation, swimming and picnicking opportunities attract high numbers
of visitors to this reserve. An aqua trampoline has been provided by the Acacia Bay Residents
Association for the last few summers.

TE KOPUA POINT RESERVE
A narrow strip of land extending between Acacia Bay Road and Te Kopua Street, this reserve
is dominated by vegetation interspersed with open grassed spaces. The vegetation is a mix of
indigenous and weed species. The topography is varied but generally rises up from the lake
edge to the inland boundary which is mainly residential housing.
The Kowhai Track traverses nearly the length of the reserve and is accessed at various points
along Acacia Bay Road. The walkway has a natural soil surface and is narrow. Some sections
are difficult to negotiate.
Although the reserve extends to Te Moenga Scenic Reserve, cliffs provide a physical barrier to
continued access unless lake levels are low. The reserve is used by walkers and the residents
of surrounding properties.
Wastewater structures and stormwater outfalls are visible on the reserve.

The northern side is elevated above the lake and is grassed. The banks edging the lake are
either vegetated (mostly with weed species) or protected by rock riprap. A stormwater outlet
located adjacent to the boat ramp is highly visible.
The reserve is mainly used by boaties and by the local community and visitors for relaxation,
swimming and picnicking.
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TE MOENGA SCENIC RESERVE
A sealed parking area forms the entrance to this reserve with an access road leading to a public
boat ramp and jetty. The access road and boat ramp facility divide the reserve into two parts.
The southern side includes a heavily vegetated area located beneath a cliff face containing
some native tree species of note, including nikau and kauri. Adjoining this is a gently sloping
grassed and beach area with specimen trees, a toilet, swing set and picnic tables. Wastewater
infrastructure is highly visible.
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WEST HARBOUR ESPLANADE RESERVE
Isolated from the rest of the lakeshore reserves network, this reserve is bounded by residential
property and the lake. Public access can only be achieved from the lake. The reserve contains
vegetated and grassed spaces. Its main function at present is lakeshore protection but in the
long term it is intended that it will form part of a continuous reserve link around the lake margin,
subject to future subdivision or development of the adjoining land.

LAKEFRONT RESERVE
Extending from the Lake Taupo Yacht Club storage facility (the club building is located on
Department of Conservation land) at the north-western end to the Lake Taupo Sea Scout building
at the south-eastern end, this reserve is a long narrow linear strip between State Highway 1 and
the lake. Forming a continuous sweeping shoreline, it provides spectacular panoramic views of
the lake and the mountains of Tongariro National Park.
The construction of the East Taupo Arterial will have the greatest impact along this section of the
lakeshore reserves. Once construction is complete, Council will have the opportunity to review
the design and function of the interface between the town and the lake environment.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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The landscape of Lakefront Reserve can be separated into two parts, with the demarcation
occurring near Rifle Range Road. The section closest to the town is distinctive for its cliffs (five
to seven metres high) and steep banks. The cliffs provide a dramatic transition from the built
environment to the lake edge. They are a significant landmark, particularly when viewed from
the lake.
The cliffs are covered in self-sown trees of many indigenous varieties, blackberry and other weed
species. The area opposite Tongariro Domain is dominated by a number of mature eucalypts
which provide dramatic scale.
Located close to the town centre, this section of Lakefront Reserve experiences high visitor
numbers. Viewing the stunning scenery is one of the main activities. To assist this two coinoperated binoculars are provided.
A formed walkway, known as the Great Lake Walkway, extends along the length of the reserve.
Picnic tables are provided at regular intervals and are well used. The cliffs physically separate
visitors from the lake edge but two steep narrow staircases provide access. Along the bottom of
the cliffs access is limited by lake levels. There is extensive parking along the clifftop.
A carved totara waharoa (gateway) is situated at the corner of Tongariro Street and Lake Terrace.
The waharoa is part of a set of carvings created by master craftsman Tene Waitere in the late
1920s, and gifted to his niece Lucy and her husband George Reid. When Lucy died in 1960,
she entrusted these treasures, known as the Reid carvings, to the Taupo Borough Council. The
waharoa became an icon of Taupo. The other carvings are displayed and cared for at the Taupo
Museum.
The south-eastern section of Lakefront Reserve is distinctive for its sandy beaches and line of
exotic trees. The ribbon of grass adjacent to the beach rises to a bank of varied gradient which

shelters the area from road noise, allowing more intimate lake edge experiences. Seating is
provided along the grassed strip. The Great Lake Walkway continues through this section and
with parking readily available, access to the lake edge is easy. A toilet and changing facility and
barbecue are located towards the south-eastern end. This section of the reserve is heavily used
(a high proportion being visitors) particularly over the summer months, for relaxing, swimming
and picnicking.
Although the land becomes steeper near the Sea Scouts building, the banks are located far
enough from the lake to allow continued lake access and recreation.
Four concession sites are located at various intervals along the length of Lakefront Reserve,
increasing the variety of recreational opportunities. The concessions are the Hole in One
Challenge, parasailing, kayaking and an ice cream vendor. The Lake Taupo Yacht Club’s storage
facility and the Lake Taupo Sea Scouts building have leases.
Several utility services are located throughout the Lakefront Reserve. A large building containing
a water pump station is located opposite the end of Rifle Range Road. A wastewater pump station,
on which a mural has been painted, is located towards the south-eastern end of the reserve.
Numerous stormwater outfalls egress to the lake. These utility services visually dominate the
landscape.

Local artists and craftspeople have used this reserve intermittently for a number of years as a
venue to promote, display, demonstrate and sell their work. Art in the Park operated here during
the summer months between 2003 and 2007. Since summer 2007/08, only local drawing and
painting artists have been granted licences to use the reserve.

Far left: Colonel Roberts Reserve, Centre and right: Northcroft Reserve
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COLONEL ROBERTS RESERVE
This flat relatively small triangular-shaped reserve is located adjacent to the town centre. It is
bounded on all sides by roads, one of which has been formed into a pedestrian precinct linking
to the adjoining beverage and food outlets. The reserve is grassed and contains garden beds,
specimen trees and picnic tables. Colonel Roberts Reserve is a popular place to relax, picnic and
enjoy the scenery.
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NORTHCROFT RESERVE
This flat, wedge-shaped reserve is bounded on all sides by roads. It is grassed and contains
a small number of specimen trees and seating. An area is leased to Taupo Mini Golf and this
effectively divides the reserve into two parts. The southern section contains a petanque court,
constructed in 1997. Licences have been granted on the reserve for various recreational activities
but these have lapsed. The reserve is becoming increasingly popular as an event venue.
Other than for mini golf, this reserve is not well utilised by the public because of its ‘poor cousin’
relationship to the attractions on the lakefront and the effects of the surrounding roads. This
may change after the construction of the East Taupo Arterial. The reserve has value as an open
space, particularly given its size and location close to the lake and town centre.
WAIPAHIHI C75 MAORI RESERVE
Land adjoining the southern end of Lakefront Reserve is a Maori reservation created under the
Maori Affairs Act 1953. The reserve is vested in trustees appointed by the Maori Land Court,
known collectively as the Waipahihi C75 Trust, and is held for the benefit of the owners and for
all New Zealanders. There is a right of way over the land, created by the Maori Land Amendment
and Maori Land Claims Adjustment Act 1926, which effectively enables public access around the
lake margin.
Council maintains the Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve and was given permission to construct the
Great Lake Walkway along its length.
HOT WATER BEACH RESERVE
In the 1930s bathhouses and boatsheds were created in this area to serve the owners of larger
residential properties east of the main road. Over the following 15-20 years most sites were
occupied by buildings for sheds, bathhouses and holiday baches.
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In February 1977 a public petition called on Council to designate this bathhouse and boatshed
zone as recreation reserve for the benefit of all people. Heavy timber boats, which required
storage, had been replaced by aluminium and plastic boats which could be transported on
trailers. In April 1978 the District Scheme designated the area for proposed recreation reserve.
The current District Plan continues and expands on the designation.
Council has acquired a number of properties covered by the designation. These form three blocks
of land separated by dwellings. They are generally flat, grassed and planted with specimen
trees. One contains a picnic table. Being relatively disjointed, the reserves themselves are not
well used, but they do provide access to the lake and Great Lake Walkway.
Council intends to progressively purchase the remaining properties covered by the designation.
This land will help to alleviate the pressure in an area which is particularly narrow and vulnerable
to erosion, and where there is little public reserve (the Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve legally only
provides the public with a right to pass). The Hot Water Beach area is unique and additional
space will be required to protect and expand public access and recreational opportunities to
cater for population growth in the long term.

MANUELS LAKEFRONT AND TIMESHARE LAKEFRONT RESERVE
These are small grassed areas which lie adjacent to the Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve.
TWO MILE BAY RESERVE
This reserve provides one of the most popular public boat ramps in Taupo, capable of launching
boats at most lake levels. Facilities associated with the boat ramp include two jetties, a parking
area, a toilet and changing facility and a fish cleaning area which also has a public wastewater
dumping station for motorhomes.
A large gently sloping grassed area contains a barbecue, picnic tables and seating. During the
busy summer months overflow parking is accommodated here. The Great Lake Walkway extends
through this reserve, flanked by a variety of mature specimen trees. The Two Mile Bay Sailing
and Watersports Centre, which offers a range of sailing and water activities, is located at the
northern end on land held as road.
The foreshore here has been heavily modified as a result of erosion control measures and the
rocky outcrops constructed to create sheltered bays. These, along with stormwater outfalls, are
visually dominant features.
The reserve is used for relaxing, picnicking, walking, informal games and some small events.
Swimmers use the beach adjoining the boat ramp.

The land is flat by the lake rising up to the inland residential housing boundary, in some sections
quite steeply, creating a distinctive environment. The area is vegetated with a mix of specimen
trees, bank planting (consisting of indigenous and weed species) and grassed spaces. The Great
Lake Walkway extends along its length and picnic tables and seating are dispersed throughout.
The reserve is well used through the summer months for relaxing, picnicking and swimming.
Water and wastewater pump stations are located at Rainbow Point. A mural has been painted on
the wastewater building.
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LIONS WALK (INCLUDING OREGON DRIVE ACCESSWAY)
This narrow strip of reserve land comprises a series of intimate bays which provide a visual and
physical connection between the large recreational areas of Two Mile Bay Reserve and Secombe
Park. The formation of these bays was encouraged in the mid 1960s by the placement of a
number of groynes along the foreshore area, which have proved to be relatively effective.
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SECOMBE PARK
Named after long-standing Taupo County Council foreman Ozzie Secombe, this reserve is a
large grassed expanse of relatively flat land bounded in part by escarpment. Mature specimen
trees are dispersed throughout the area, some individual and some in groupings. The banks are
generally vegetated with a mix of indigenous and weed species.
A feature of this reserve is the integration of adjoining residential buildings into the landscape.
Cliffs, escarpments and mature specimen trees planted on both private property and public land
obscure these dwellings from those using the reserve.
A public boat ramp and jetty are located adjacent to a large sealed parking area. A jet ski lane
is situated next to the ramp. The reserve is traversed by vehicle access roads and parking areas
are provided close to the lake. The Great Lake Walkway extends through the reserve.
The reserve is generally used by boaties, for exercising dogs (it is designated as a dog exercise
area) and for activities along the walkway. It is a popular venue for local and national events.
The reserve contains a pit privy, and a wastewater pump station and stormwater outfalls are
visible.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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WHAREWAKA POINT
This is the largest of all the lakeshore reserves and consists of a series of bays. The northern end
of the reserve is an intimate bay that provides a public boat ramp, generally for small craft as it
is not maintained due to silting issues. The access road leading to the ramp divides this part of
the reserve into two sections.
The northern section consists of a thin strip of flat grassed land adjacent to the lake, rising
steeply to a large plateau area bounded by road. This plateau contains a large amphitheatrelike space with a flat grassed base dominated by large specimen trees. Around this are heavily
vegetated banks, also supporting large trees. This secluded area is hidden from the lake. Pit
privies are located adjacent to the lake and in the amphitheatre.
The southern section is a large relatively flat grassed area with specimen trees, rising to the
inland boundary. A wood-burning barbecue and seating are provided. This bay is popular during
the summer months for relaxing, picnicking, swimming, informal games and use of small water
craft.
A narrow transition zone contains a series of small beaches backed by a vegetated escarpment.
This opens out to the main body of the reserve, a large generally flat grassed expanse with
specimen trees interspersed throughout and a traditional park-like feel. The beaches provide
easy access to the lake and a playground and barbecue area make this a popular destination,
particularly during the summer months, for picnicking and a variety of water-based activities
including windsurfing. A toilet and changing facility support these activities. This section of the
reserve is also a popular venue for both public (local and national) and private events.
The Great Lake Walkway currently extends approximately half way through this reserve and
when complete will terminate on the hillock at the point. Vehicle use is a dominant feature, with
numerous informal roads and parking areas evolving right to the lake edge.

From the point where the trig station is situated to the southern boundary, the reserve changes
orientation and is generally more secluded. It is split into two levels, both large flat grassed
expanses separated by a steep weed-dominated bank.
The main part of Wharewaka Point can be defined as the transition zone from an urban-based
environment to a semi-rural environment. Orientation changes from south-west to south-east,
increasing the sense of separation from the urban character of the Taupo township. The adjoining
Department of Conservation reserve at the southern boundary increases the expansive feel of
this area, with the dominant view being to the south of Tapuaeharuru Bay.

Far left and left: Wharewaka Point - northern section, Right and far right: Wharewaka Point - main body

FIVE MILE BAY RESERVE
Distinctive for its gently arching bay, this reserve offers views to the southern end of Lake Taupo
as well as to Western Bay and the Hauhangaroa Range, affording an appreciation of the scale
of the lake.

Various access points intersect the reserve and provide informal parking. The main entrance
contains an informal parking area, a planted area and a pit privy. A parking area is also located
at the northern end, off Tawhaa Street, which also contains a pit privy. Stormwater outfalls are
visible along the reserve.
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The reserve varies from approximately 50 metres at its widest point to 15 metres at its narrowest.
It is a flat grassed expanse with few plantings and minimal development. There is a small wetland
towards the southern end. Lack of development creates a relaxed and informal character that is
complemented by the generous set back of the houses along the inland boundary. The reserve
contains an informal walkway along its length. An informal vehicle access track extends along
the middle portion, providing access to the lake edge. This is a popular location during the
summer months and is generally used for a variety of passive recreational activities by adjoining
holiday home owners and the Taupo community.
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PART 3

KEY MANAGEMENT ISSUES

This part of the plan discusses the key issues for the lakeshore reserves. These have been
determined through discussions with users, public submissions and from Council staff knowledge
and experience. The issues identified are addressed by the objectives and policies in part 4.

LANDSCAPE
The amenity value of a reserve results from the combination of landscape characteristics such as
open space qualities, layout and design, natural character and surrounding land use.
Taupo’s built environment lies close to the edge of Lake Taupo. The lakeshore reserves provide
a transition zone between this built environment and the lake. The transition zone plays a vital
role in ensuring that opportunities for maintaining and improving the natural character of the
Taupo foreshore are retained.
Most of the lakeshore reserves are narrow. This shape limits their potential landscape and
amenity values. However their importance is increased by their urban context and their value as
a visually and physically cohesive green belt around the Tapuaeharuru Bay foreshore.
The low level of development in the lakeshore reserves increases their natural character. Built
structures have the potential to adversely affect reserve amenity values. The narrowness of the
lakeshore reserves provides few opportunities to integrate structures into the existing landscape.
Development cannot always be avoided, however, so the design of any structure within the
reserves should reflect an intention to impact positively on reserve character.

GEOLOGY AND LAKE PROCESSES
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The lakeshore reserves distinctive geology and topography result from volcanic processes, other
natural processes and human modification.
VOLCANIC BEGINNINGS
Taupo District was formed by a series of eruptions. The largest, known as the Oruanui eruption,
occurred 26 500 years ago and caused several hundred square kilometres of land to collapse and
form the caldera (collapsed volcano) which was to become Lake Taupo. Scientists believe that
this eruption destroyed a major lake and was largely responsible for the shape of the present
day lake. Another massive eruption, one of the most violent in the last 5000 years, occurred
approximately 1820 years ago. It was so large that the effects were felt around the world,
with reports in China and in the Roman Empire of brilliant fiery sunsets. This eruption further
expanded the lake, particularly the eastern area.
Volcanoes erupt a variety of magmas. At Taupo, about 98 per cent of erupted magma is rhyolite,
with small amounts of dacite and basalt. Most of the rhyolite has been erupted explosively as
pumice and finer-sized ash
The Taupo area remains volcanically active. Approximately 28 eruptions have occurred during
the past 21 000 years.
NATURAL AND HUMAN IMPACTS
It can be argued that some of the greatest impacts on the lakeshore environment result from
human activities. There have been significant changes to the land use within the catchment,
development on the foreshore, increases in the volume of water entering the lake, removal of
vegetation, installation of hydroelectric dams and regulation of lake levels for hydroelectric power
generation. These activities, along with natural factors such as geology, wind and waves, tectonics
and natural sediment fluctuation, have influenced the form of the lakeshore. Understanding

these influences and their effects is important in the future planning and management of the
lakeshore reserves.
Two of the significant risks affecting the lakeshore reserves are erosion and flooding. Taupo
District Council and Environment Waikato are developing a strategy to guide the management
of the erosion and flooding risk around the Lake Taupo foreshore. The strategy will set out roles,
responsibilities and funding arrangements, and recommend actions and time frames.
The technical erosion report prepared in support of the strategy has hazard maps indicating
where the erosion risk is high, moderate or low. The area from the Waikato River to Wharewaka
Point (including Taupo township) is identified as high risk. Acacia Bay and Five Mile Bay are
identified as moderate risk.
The last significant event affecting the lakeshore reserves occurred in 1998 where large areas
of the foreshore were eroded, destroying sections of the Great Lake Walkway, exposing a sewer
pipe and impacting on other reserve infrastructure.
Current methods used to reduce the risk of erosion along the Taupo lakeshore include gabion
baskets, rock riprap, geotextile cloths and mattresses. These impact to varying degrees on the
visual amenity, natural character and public use and enjoyment of the lakeshore reserves.
The Lake Taupo Erosion and Flood Strategy will direct the management of erosion and flooding
risk within the lakeshore reserves. Through the strategy’s development process, environmentally
and socially appropriate forms of erosion and flood control should be promoted for highly valued
areas. Any future foreshore protection works should take into account the importance of the
natural character of the lakeshore reserves and the desire to maintain public access to recreational
opportunities. Where adverse impacts from existing controls are considered high, mitigation,
removal or replacement with a more appropriate method of control should be explored.

LAKE TAUPO WATER QUALITY
Lake Taupo is a resource of national significance. Its size and volcanic origins make it unique. It
is among the cleanest lakes in the country and has intrinsic scenic, ecological and cultural values.
Its status and the benefits this provides to the Taupo District depend on the lake remaining
healthy. The Taupo community has given a clear message that the water quality of the lake must
be protected.
Scientific evidence shows that the lake’s health is declining. This is attributed largely to the
amount of nitrogen reaching the lake from rural land, urban sources and poorly managed
wastewater treatment systems.
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An interim erosion prevention scheme involving planting, could be trialled at Five Mile Bay. This
is an identified area of concern which has a less complex erosion system than other high risk
areas. This would provide an opportunity to undertake research into the effectiveness of specific
erosion management options.
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Environment Waikato is responsible for the lake’s water quality and has been working with Taupo
District Council, central Government, the Tuwharetoa Maori Trust Board and other agencies and
groups to find the best solutions for both the lake and community.
In 2002 Environment Waikato adopted Project Watershed, which was set up to address the
issues of flood protection, soil conservation and river management in the greater Waikato region.
The project includes soil conservation schemes designed to protect the lake’s water quality and
reduce sediment loads.
In 2003 Environment Waikato released ‘Protecting Lake Taupo’, the overall strategy guiding action
to protect the lake. This document contains a mix of regulatory and non-regulatory methods.
These include the establishment of a public fund (managed by the Lake Taupo Protection Trust)
to assist landowners to reduce their outputs of manageable nitrogen; development of new rules
in the Waikato Regional Plan to control the amount of nitrogen entering the lake; and upgrading
community wastewater treatment systems to reduce nitrogen from urban sources.
Within the lakeshore reserves, Taupo District Council can look to minimise impacts on the quality
of the lake water. One of the main contributors is stormwater run-off. Measures to reduce the
amount of stormwater run-off and improve its quality include planting riparian margins and
areas not actively used for recreation, minimising the amount of hard/impermeable surface and
using permeable surface wherever possible. Further measures include providing information,
in conjunction with the harbourmaster, to boat users and the general public to prevent the
introduction of new weeds.

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE
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Much of the land along the western edge of the lakeshore reserves (Whakamoenga Point to
Te Moenga Scenic Reserve) has an almost continuous mature tree and shrub cover, which is
dominated by native species including lacebark, kanuka, five finger and kotukutuku. There
are also extensive areas of the groundcover hound’s tongue fern. Nikau and kauri specimens
grow under the shelter of the cliff along the southern boundary of Te Moenga Scenic Reserve.
Whangaroa Reserve and Acacia Bay are dominated by pseudo-acacia trees. The northern extent
of these reserves is characterised by a significant increase in the number of exotic species such as
willows and silver birch and various weed species (some sourced from neighbouring properties).
These areas of vegetation are interspersed with grassed spaces containing specimen trees.
This vegetation cover (on both reserve and private land) provides a high level of visual and
physical cohesion allowing the built forms of the Acacia Bay settlement to be integrated into the
surrounding landscape, which provides an aesthetically pleasing character.
Lakefront Reserve is mostly maintained in mown grass interspersed with specimen trees (mostly
exotic species). Mature eucalyptus trees dominate the north-western end and the rest of the
reserve supports a combination of English oak, European beech and kowhai. Along the bottom
of the cliff, willows are dominant. Various weed species and some early colonising native species
make up the balance. The south-eastern end contains an avenue of oak trees that are regularly
topped to meet the demand for views of the lake and mountains from neighbouring properties.
The land that makes up the eastern edge of the lakeshore reserves (Hot Water Beach to Secombe
Park) consists predominantly of mown grass interspersed with planted trees, most of which
are exotic species. Many are individual specimens but there are groupings of species such as
cabbage trees and kahikatea and small pockets of shrub species such as five finger, pittosporum
and flax. The most common species in the eastern reserves are willow, kowhai and silver birch.
In the expansive Secombe Park and Wharewaka Point reserves, some large specimen trees
have become established over time. These species include European beech, New Zealand beech,
kahikatea, and various oaks and conifer species. Due to demand for views over the lake a
number of these trees have been topped or poisoned. However, several very good specimens

have been allowed to grow true to form. The southern end of Wharewaka Point is mainly pasture
grass, maintained at a moderate length. Weed species such as gorse and blackberry dominate
the lake edge and the face of the escarpment.
The vegetation cover of Five Mile Bay Reserve is predominantly mown grass supporting mature
conifers and kowhai trees.
Vegetation helps define the identity and character of the lakeshore reserves, provides
environmental benefits (including stormwater amelioration, some erosion mitigation and wildlife
habitat), supports recreation and leisure activities and contributes to landscape and heritage
values. Vegetation needs to be managed within a cohesive framework that builds on the natural
landscape and heritage and provides scope to respond to individual site requirements.
The ecological values of the lakeshore reserves are currently limited. There are opportunities to
enhance these values by planting native species that grow naturally in the area, including foodproducing species to attract indigenous wildlife, and by removing and controlling weeds. These
actions will also increase sense of place and strengthen local character.
Council recognises that weed species can be beneficial in providing shelter to help new plantings
to establish. This should be used to advantage, particularly where the risk of erosion is high.

When considering planting, it is reasonable that Council take into account the long-term effects
on adjacent properties, including the preservation of private view shafts where appropriate.
When planning, Council will consider such issues as the placement and choice of species, the
function and character of the reserve, environmental benefits, heritage values and long- term
maintenance. For extensive planting, a planting plan will be developed with public engagement
and consultation. A vegetation maintenance programme will also be developed to ensure plant
survival.
The vegetation on the lakeshore reserves and in the wider lake environment provides habitat for
wildlife, generally dominated by the more common species found throughout the Taupo area.
Bird species include tui, welcome swallow, fantail, grey warbler, silvereye, gull, house sparrow,
chaffinch, starling, blackbird, mynah, black swan, ducks, pied shag, quail, bellbird, hedge
sparrow, silvereye, yellow hammer and greenfinch.
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The natural state of vegetation can raise issues such as shading, leaf litter and loss of views. The
most common complaint received by Council about the lakeshore reserves is from surrounding
property owners regarding the impact of trees on their views. Council recognises that in some
situations, inappropriate trees have been established. However, in line with Council’s Tree and
Vegetation Policy, removal of healthy trees will continue to be the exception. The current practice
of pruning and topping impacts negatively on the long-term health of trees and will only be
undertaken upon request and when no other appropriate remedial measures are available. In
general, trees that have not been topped in the past will not be topped in the future. Council
supports the principle of encouraging vegetation to grow true to form.
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A variety of insects are present in the lakeshore reserves, as are pest animals. Rabbits are a
key concern, particularly in the Wharewaka and Five Mile Bay areas. Council undertakes rabbit
control in conjunction with the Department of Conservation and Environment Waikato.

Far left, left and right: topped trees, Far right: trees that have been poisoned

RECREATION AND USE
The lakeshore reserves are high profile open spaces in constant demand as venues for informal
passive recreation and access to the lake. People who use the reserves generally value them for
their open space and natural characteristics. Activities include walking, cycling, dog exercising,
informal ball games, picnicking, relaxing, socialising and viewing the scenery.
Many visitors come to Taupo because of the lake and the opportunities it offers for water-based
activities. A predominant use of the lakeshore reserves is the access they provide to the lake for
activities such as swimming, boating, sailing, water skiing, jet skiing, kayaking, canoeing and
windsurfing. Of the seven boat-launching facilities in the Taupo area, five are located within the
lakeshore reserves.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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The number of people recreating within the lakeshore reserves is increasing and will continue to
increase as the urban area becomes more heavily developed. Many residents use the lakeshore
reserves frequently throughout the year. Some are used as a local reserve by the surrounding
community.
The lakeshore reserves also experience significant use by both national and international visitors.
They are used all year round but summer is the peak time, particularly during the holiday period
from late December to mid February.
Increasing use places pressure on the reserves’ resources, impacts on their values and can result
in competing uses. Monitoring is necessary to ensure that a quality environment is maintained.
Management options include restricting access to sensitive areas, demarcating between different
uses, and limiting the provision of facilities such as vehicle access and parking.

LEASES AND LICENCES
A lease is a grant of an interest in land that gives exclusive possession of the land and makes
provision for any activity on the land that the lessee is permitted to carry out. A licence is a nonexclusive interest in land that makes provision for any activity on the land that the licensee is
permitted to carry out.
LEASES
Three leases currently operate within the lakeshore reserves.
Lake Taupo Yacht Club
Located at the north-western end of Lakefront Reserve, this comprises a single level storage
facility with roof top viewing for the public, located adjacent to the clubrooms. The clubrooms
are situated on Department of Conservation land known as the Landing Reserve. The lease runs
for a term of 12 years from 1997. The club provides informal and formal sailing opportunities
and training throughout the year for a range of age groups and abilities.
The club wishes to extend the building to provide greater storage, allowing the changing and
ablution facilities within the clubrooms to be upgraded, to accommodate current and future
demand. This is considered a reasonable request given the service that the club provides to
the community and its steady membership. Any approval should require the building to be
designed and landscaping provided to complement the existing clubrooms and integrate with
the surrounding landscape.
The site could be contemplated for the provision of other water-based recreational activities
which may require some additional facilities. These facilities will need to be assessed in terms of
their impact on the landscape and recreational use of the area.

Lake Taupo Sea Scouts
Located at the south-eastern end of Lakefront Reserve, this comprises a two-level building
containing clubrooms and storage, and a boat launching ramp. The lease runs for a term of 14
years from 2001. The club provides informal and formal boating opportunities and instruction
for a range of age groups. Due to its relatively isolated location this facility experiences a high
level of vandalism. Use of the site for the provision of other water-based recreational activities
could be considered.

Left: Lake Taupo Yacht Club, Centre: Taupo Mini Golf, Right: Lake Taupo Sea Scouts

LICENCES
Various licences currently operate within the lakeshore reserves, the majority of which are
commercially based and centrally located (Lakefront, Northcroft and Colonel Roberts reserves).
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Taupo Mini Golf
Located on Northcroft Reserve, this comprises an 18-hole course and a small kiosk. The lease
term of 14 years has expired. This is a popular activity providing family entertainment for locals
and visitors, and a new lease would be appropriate.
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Lakefront Reserve
To address the increasing number of requests to use the lakeshore reserves (particularly
Lakefront Reserve) for the establishment of commercial activities, Council adopted the Lake
Taupo Lakeshore Concession Policy in 1998. This policy limits commercial use of the reserves to
specific concession sites between the town centre and Two Mile Bay Reserve and outlines how
they are to be managed.
Council established seven concession sites, providing for particular activities. In general these
were based on existing sites and activities which had evolved over time. These were tendered
and three-year licences were granted, with one discretionary right of renewal for a further three
years subject to compliance with the terms and conditions of the licence. This was activated. All
licences have since expired. The seven sites are:
Site A: Land-based activity site 1, Ferry Road. Deleted in 2003.
Site B: Land-based activity site 2, Ferry Road. Deleted in 2003.
Site C: Golf site, Lake Terrace (diagonally opposite Northcroft Reserve). Current licence holder,
The Original Floating Hole in One Challenge Ltd (trading as the Great Lake Hole in One Challenge).
This comprises six permanent tee areas fenced for safety and security purposes. The aim of this
activity is to sink golf balls in the holes located on a pontoon in the lake. During operation a bus
is parked on site for an office, equipment storage and shelter. Operation is year round.
Site D: Jet ski site, Lake Terrace (adjacent to site C). Current licence holder, Activities Unlimited
Limited (trading as Purefun). The focus of this site has changed to parasailing. A tent is erected
for booking purposes and a boat is moored at a pontoon on the lake. The tent and boat are
removed at the end of each day. Operates though the warmer months.
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Site E: Kayak site, Lake Terrace (opposite Pataka Road). Current licence holder, Kayak New
Zealand Ltd. Kayaks are transported to and from the site each day by trailer, which is parked
on Lake Terrace. Kayaks operate within a designated area. Operates during the warmer months
when the weather permits.
Site F: Ice cream site, Lake Terrace (between Pataka and Mere Roads). Licence terminated in
2007 by Olian Production Ltd (trading as Mr Kool). A power box is located on site.
Site G: Sailing site, Lake Terrace (adjacent to Two Mile Bay Reserve). Current licence holder, Two
Mile Bay Sailing and Watersports Centre. The principal activities centre on the hiring of sailing
vessels, including canoes and kayaks. Comprises a kiosk and covered verandah. A wooden jetty
extends into the lake. A licensed café caters for patrons and guests during the warmer months.
The sailing centre has operated from this site, in various forms, for approximately 18 years.
Council recognises that appropriate commercial activities can facilitate the wider use and
enjoyment of the lakeshore, attracting people and providing benefits for the town. Permitting
commercial activities within the lakeshore reserves in a controlled manner is considered an
appropriate way of achieving balance between commercial recreational opportunities, informal
public use, and access to the lakeshore.
Council has reviewed the provision of concession sites within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves, considering how public interests are served (influenced by public submissions on the
management plan); the recreational purpose and use of the reserves; other activities within
the reserves and surrounding areas (including the town centre); neighbouring properties; the
physical attributes and spatial qualities of the reserves; and protection of the environment. In
general, the location and activities provided in the existing concession sites remain relevant.
There is potential to supplement these to further enhance user enjoyment and participation.
A licence term of five years is considered reasonable to allow the operations to become
established and ascertain their viability, while providing a time frame that allows the

sites to be reviewed regularly to ensure user interests are being met and any impacts are
minimal. To reflect the status of the Great Lake Hole in One Challenge as an established
attraction and the investment in infrastructure, it is appropriate to grant a licence for a
longer term.
To reflect the status of the Two Mile Bay Sailing and Watersports Centre as an established
attraction and the investment and permanency of the infrastructure, Council considers a lease
more appropriate than a licence. A request to operate the café all year round, to service both
patrons and the general public, is supported. Council considers that this will increase the public’s
benefit and enjoyment of the reserve. The Great Lake Walkway and the Two Mile Bay Reserve
boat ramp and picnicking area are located close to the centre. The nearest refreshment stop is
some distance away. Functions at the centre will be permitted where they are ancillary to the
primary purpose of the lease.

Northcroft Reserve
Commercial licences have been granted for activities within Northcroft Reserve but these have
lapsed. This reserve is an appropriate venue for activities that do not require substantial or
permanent structures or generate large demand. When considering future licences, Council
should ensure that the use of this reserve for events is protected.

Art in the Park became a popular event. Increasing numbers wished to participate and to
incorporate a more diverse range of activities. This raised several issues around the sustainability
of this activity on the reserve and conflict with a market located at the other end of town. In
2008 Council decided that Taupo town would have one general market and Riverside Market was
established at Riverside Park. Only local drawing and painting artists could remain at Colonel
Roberts Reserve under licence.
There is support for reinstating Art in the Park at Colonel Roberts Reserve. To address earlier
issues, the event should operate in a defined area and under better regulations than previously,
and it must remain locally focussed.
To ensure that this reserve continues to provide an important venue for informal recreation close
to the town centre, and to avoid conflicts with existing businesses, no other leases or licences
should be granted.
PERMITS
The Lake Taupo Lakeshore Concession Policy provides for temporary concessions through the
granting of permits, which may be issued for up to six days consecutively under the Reserves
Act 1977. This enables appropriate land-based recreational activities (commercial and non-
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Colonel Roberts Reserve
Art, in its various forms, has been displayed and sold on Colonel Roberts Reserve under various
guises and tenure for a number of years. Art in the Park was initiated by Council in 2003
to provide a development area for local artists and craftspeople to display, demonstrate and
sell their work during the summer months, with the understanding that as they became more
established they would move to using a more formal market or to displaying and selling their
work in local retail outlets.
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commercial) to be undertaken anywhere along the lakeshore reserves at Council’s discretion.
Subject to there being minimal recreational and environmental impacts, it is appropriate that
permitting continue under the Reserves Act to increase the variety of recreational opportunities
provided.
EVENTS
Taupo is one of New Zealand’s leading event destinations. The lakeshore reserves and surrounding
environs are an ideal location for events that require easily accessible, highly visible space and
a unique environment to attract participants.
Events range from community gatherings such as the midwinter swim, the Taupo Rigging and
Safety Raft Race and car displays, through to national and international events such as Ironman
New Zealand, the half marathon, the OXFAM Trailwalker, the Lake Taupo Cycle Challenge and
the Great Lake Relay.
Council supports the use of the lakeshore reserves for appropriate sporting, cultural and
recreational events where there will be minimal impact on the reserves environment and users.
Use of any reserve for an organised event requires Council approval, usually in the form of a
permit or a temporary licence. The number of applications for events and short-term activities is
increasing. Cumulative effects on the reserves’ resources, on users and on adjoining properties
must be considered.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
34

DOGS
There is one designated off-leash dog exercise area located on Secombe Park. Dogs are allowed
on the other lakeshore reserves provided they are controlled on leads at all times. Dogs are not
permitted in specified areas of the reserves from 1 December to 31 March inclusive, between
9am and 7pm.
An additional dog exercise area would greatly benefit dogs and their owners. The plateau at the
southern end of Wharewaka Point is informally used for dog exercise. Its size, level of use and
the absence of a children’s playground make it a suitable location. Associated infrastructure for
dog exercise would further enhance this activity.

Far left and left: Dogs exercising, Right and far right: Safety and Security

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Council has an obligation to minimise hazards within the lakeshore reserves. Regular monitoring
is undertaken and issues identified and addressed.
The cliff area at the town centre end of Lakefront Reserve is an ongoing concern. Several
incidents have occurred involving people falling over the cliff. Precautionary measures are in
place: a chain fence extends the length of the cliff area with warning signs at regular intervals;
areas where the public are deemed most at risk are lit; the area is patrolled in the weekends
during the summer months; and emergency services are required to report to Council any
incidents at the lakefront resulting in injury. However, people continue to put themselves at risk
by climbing over the fence. The area of highest risk is opposite the licensed premises and food
outlets at the north-western end of Lake Terrace.
This situation needs to be reviewed. A balance must be achieved between ensuring that adequate
safety measures are in place and protecting both the renowned scenic views of the lake and
mountains and the integrity of the cliffs. Various solutions have been considered. The final
solution should be determined as part of future planning for the lakefront area after the East
Taupo Arterial is complete and Lake Terrace is transferred to Council.

ACCESS AND CIRCULATION
Most of the lakeshore reserves can be easily accessed through adjoining roads and/or walkways.
Access is also generally provided along their length.

The Great Lake Walkway extends between the Lake Taupo Yacht Club and Wharewaka Point. This
Council initiative began in 1991 and sections of the cobbled walkway have been developed year by
year. The walkway is a popular focal point for locals and visitors, particularly through the summer
months. People of differing abilities use the walkway for various recreational purposes, the most
popular being walking, running and cycling.
The walkway was designed initially at 1400mm wide to accommodate walkers. Steadily increasing
use and changing user requirements led to concerns about the compatibility of activities and a
review of the walkway. To accommodate shared use by walkers, runners and cyclists, the width of
the path was increased to two metres initiated in Secombe Park, and to three metres at Wharewaka
Point. Chicanes were installed at pinch points to reduce cycle speed.
Although shared use is promoted, walking is still the main focus. Two metres is considered the
optimum width to adequately cater for the use the walkway receives and to integrate with the
surrounding landscape. Where it is appropriate to apply this width, the location of the walkway
should be reviewed to improve integration with the landscape and provide space for other
recreational opportunities beside the lake. There is also an opportunity to include alternative
design elements.
The Great Lake Walkway will terminate at the trig area at Wharewaka Point. It would be beneficial
to continue an informal walkway from here through to the Department of Conservation reserve,
to link with the department’s tracks, and ultimately to Five Mile Bay.
The lakeshore reserves do not form a continuous network around the lake margin. They adjoin
areas of Department of Conservation managed land and private land. However, public access
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Walkways are provided within Whakamoenga Point, and between Whangaroa Reserve and Te
Kopua Point. They generally have natural soil surfaces and are narrow, reflecting the reserves
undeveloped nature and level of use. There is potential to increase the walkways’ usability and
safety by increasing their width where appropriate and practicable, and improving their surface
and gradient. In some instances the direction of the walkway can be confusing and links between
walkways are not clear. Signage would address these issues.
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is provided within the land managed by the Department of Conservation and is available over
the areas of private land by means of a 20-metre wide right of way created by the Maori Land
Amendment and Maori Land Claims Adjustment Act 1926.
There is public interest in securing a continuous strip along the lake edge between Whakamoenga
Point and Five Mile Bay, to ensure protection of rights and development opportunities. This can
be achieved through land acquisition, easements, esplanade reserves and strips and District Plan
designation. Because access is already available via the reserves (Council and Crown owned and
leased) and via the right of way, Council does not consider action urgent at this time. Where land
is subdivided adjacent to the lake, esplanade reserves will be sought.
Improved directional signage at the lakeshore reserves entry points, and at connections between
the reserves and to residential areas, would facilitate easier pedestrian movement.
Access to the lake is mostly unrestricted. Restrictions are generally influenced by topography and
are for short distances. The main area affected is the north-western end of Lakefront Reserve. Two
steep narrow staircases provide the only access down the cliffs to the lake. Due to its proximity to
the town centre, this area is heavily used by visitors. Improving the design and visibility of these
accessways would be beneficial.
State Highway 1, which runs through Taupo township and along the waterfront, is extremely busy,
particularly in summer. Crossing is both difficult and hazardous for pedestrians. The movement
and noise generated by heavy traffic impacts on enjoyment of the area. Construction of the
proposed East Taupo Arterial, and Council subsequently taking ownership of the present State
Highway 1, will provide opportunities to address these issues.
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Far left: Te Kopua Point Reserve, Left: Two Mile Bay Reserve, Right: Lions Walk, Far right: Wharewaka
Point

VEHICLE ACCESS AND PARKING
Formed and informal vehicle access roads and parking are provided in the larger lakeshore
reserves where there are public facilities such as picnic areas, toilets and changing facilities,
playgrounds and boating facilities. Other reserves have road frontages with on-street parking.
Some of the parking areas are large sealed expanses that dominate the landscape and limit
pedestrian access and use (for example, along Lakefront Reserve). Their visual integration with
the landscape could be improved through planting, which would also provide vehicles with shade.
The summer influx to Taupo places significant demand on vehicle access and parking in particular
reserves. Major events have similar effects. Pressure results in vehicles parking in undesignated
areas such as on road verges and within the reserve body. Designation of overflow parking areas
would help to satisfy the demand for parking at peak times without the need to remove the
space from general use.
Informal vehicle tracks and parking areas have been created within Wharewaka Point and Five
Mile Bay Reserve by users wanting to be close to the lake. These provide easy access for family

outings, for the elderly and disabled to enjoy the lake environment, and for the public to view
the scenery.
Unrestricted vehicle access and parking may be desirable aspects of the reserves and lake
experience, but if not managed correctly they have the potential to place people at risk, impact
on other users’ enjoyment and use (for example, from the resulting dust, noise and reduced
space) and damage the environment. A balance needs to be achieved between maintaining
areas for unrestricted vehicle access and providing areas where vehicle access is restricted.
Factors to consider include environmental sensitivity, the type of activities undertaken, level of
use, compatibility between activities and vehicles, and cultural values.
As pressure on and use of the lakeshore reserves increases, Council considers it prudent to
monitor those areas where vehicles are permitted, particularly through the summer months.
Should it be determined that the risk levels are too high, appropriate mitigation measures
should be discussed with the local community.
Council must ensure that vehicles do not dominate or diminish the open space qualities of the
reserves and that the maximum amount of open space is retained for the enjoyment of reserve
users.

Facilities provided in the lakeshore reserves are limited and are generally for public use. They
include toilets and changing facilities, play equipment, boating facilities and lease and licence
related facilities.
Toilets and Changing Facilities
Toilets and changing facilities are generally located in larger more highly used areas. Some,
particularly the pit privies, require upgrading or replacement to achieve compliance with
Environment Waikato standards. This provides an opportunity to review the location and design
of these toilets, to ensure that they meet user requirements and complement the character of
the reserves in which they are located.
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FACILITIES
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Playgrounds
A children’s playground is located at Wharewaka Point and there are swing sets at Whangaroa
Reserve and Te Moenga Scenic Reserve. There is potential to expand and upgrade the existing
facilities and create additional play areas at Two Mile Bay and Secombe Park. This will enhance
recreational use of the reserves and improve provision for the surrounding community, where
play opportunities are currently limited.
Boating Facilities
Boating is an increasingly popular activity in Taupo, both with visitors and residents. This is placing
increasing pressure on facilities around peak times, particularly during summer. Responsibility
for the administration of boat ramps and jetties rests with the Taupo Harbourmaster and the
Department of Internal Affairs. Council’s role is to manage the effects of boating on the land and,
in many cases, to provide areas for parking and ramp access through the lakeshore reserves
network.
Boating facilities are located at Whangaroa Reserve, Te Moenga Scenic Reserve, Two Mile Bay
Reserve, Secombe Park and Wharewaka Point (see figure 2 on page 43). Facilities are also
located at Nukuhau and the Taupo Boat Harbour. Although not included in this management plan
(because they are covered by a separate management plan or are located on Crown land) they
have been considered in the context of overall provision.
Council and the Harbourmaster (Department of Internal Affairs) consider the number and location
of boating facilities adequate to service normal activities. There are, however, opportunities for
improvements which would reduce pressure at peak times and increase ramp capacity. Council
will work closely with the harbourmaster in this regard.
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Whangaroa Reserve provides a launching ramp and jetty. Council and the Harbourmaster are
working together to improve this facility. Proposals include widening and lengthening the ramp
to enable boat access at all lake levels, reviewing the location of the jetty (a long-term plan),
widening the access road and providing a more formalised boat turning area. In conjunction
with this, Council is in the process of developing a public boat trailer park on land leased from
Hiruharama Ponui Incorporated, directly opposite the reserve across Acacia Bay Road. This
will better accommodate existing and future demand during the summer months and improve
current safety issues along Acacia Bay Road and between reserve users. The informal parking
area within the reserve will be developed for passive recreation to satisfy the purpose and
requirements for which the land was acquired.
Te Moenga Scenic Reserve provides a launching ramp and jetty. Use is restricted to smaller
vessels and is not possible at low lake levels. Any improvements to the launching ramp would
require dredging. Improving the link between the ramp and jetty should be considered.

Far left: Whangaroa Reserve, Left: Te Moenga Scenic Reserve, Right: Two Mile Bay Reserve, Far right:
Secombe Park

Two Mile Bay Reserve provides a launching ramp and two jetties and is one of the most popular
facilities providing access at most lake levels. Council and the Harbourmaster are working
together to improve this facility. Proposals include lowering the northern jetty, widening the ramp

and removing a section of the northern retaining wall to allow easier ramp access. Widening the
entrance road would improve vehicle manoeuvrability and the grassed area adjacent to State
Highway 1 could be designated for overflow parking at peak times.
Secombe Park provides a launching ramp and jetty. This is not useable at low lake levels and
experiences considerable silting. The silt is regularly cleared by the Harbourmaster and returned
to the lake north of the ramp. Internal Affairs’ long-term plan is to provide a second jetty along
the southern side of the ramp and to extend the ramp’s length. This is the only lakeshore reserve
which has space to provide adequate boating facilities, and that should be taken advantage of.
The northern end of Wharewaka Point provides a ramp. The Harbourmaster does not maintain
this ramp because of the high silt removal costs. The ramp is retained for informal use by small
craft.
Buildings and Structures
The provision of buildings and structures within the lakeshore reserves is fairly limited. Additional
facilities must be carefully assessed and should not generally be encouraged. They must be
necessary for the enjoyment and convenience of users and complement the natural character
of the reserves.

FURNITURE AND SIGNAGE
An array of furniture and signage of differing designs, materials and ages is evident throughout
the lakeshore reserves. There is an opportunity to review the design and location of furniture
and signage to reflect the status and character of the reserve network and provide a cohesive
framework.
Furniture includes seats, picnic tables, rubbish bins, barbecues, drinking fountains and bike
racks. Two coin-operated binoculars on Lakefront Reserve have been provided by the Taupo
Lions. These items enhance use of and comfort within the lakeshore reserves.
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Effective signage assists in the management and use of the lakeshore reserves by directing,
educating and informing users. Signs containing information and interpretation of reserve values
can encourage and assist users in understanding, enjoying and protecting the reserves.
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Generally, the lakeshore reserves lack (or have inadequate) signs to inform visitors of site
layout, location of facilities, road and path circulation systems, connections between walkways
and entrances to reserves. Limited commercial signage is allowed through the current leases
and licences and the District Plan.
An integrated approach to furniture and signage should be developed, covering style, materials,
colour, use, placement and maintenance. A hierarchy of signage, including entrance, directional,
informative and interpretive signs would enhance the legibility of the lakeshore reserves.
Provision and location of furniture and signage must be carefully assessed to ensure that the
reserves remain uncluttered while meeting the needs of users. This will involve a review of what
is currently provided.

UTILITY SERVICES
The lakeshore reserves are an attractive location for the placement of utility services for water,
wastewater and stormwater. Water intakes need to be close to the lake edge to minimise any
adverse effects caused by pumping water from the lake. The low level of the lakeshore reserves
makes them an ideal collection point for gravity sewer and stormwater reticulation. Pumps move
wastewater from the collection point to the sewage treatment plant.
WATER
Council is responsible for the safe and effective treatment, storage, and distribution of water
for the Taupo urban area. The water is drawn mainly from Lake Taupo. The lakeshore reserves
house water pump stations which draw water from water intake pipes located in the lake. There
are three pump stations buildings, of varying sizes, located at Acacia Bay, Lakefront Reserve
and Lions Walk.
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WASTEWATER
Council is responsible for the safe and effective collection, treatment and disposal of wastewater
within the District. The wastewater system collects residential and commercial waste through
a reticulated system that enters wastewater pump stations, is fed to treatment plants and
disposed to land.
The lakeshore reserves house numerous wastewater pump stations and associated electrical
control panels and pipes to the reticulated system. Most of the pump stations are underground.
Murals have been painted on the two that are above ground (Lakefront Reserve and Lions Walk)
in an effort to integrate them with the surrounding environment. Generally service lids are
located at ground level and electrical control panels are above ground.

Far left and left: water services, Right and far right: wastewater services

STORMWATER
The lakeshore reserves support the District’s stormwater drainage system. This is based around
reticulated flow mechanisms such as pipes and underground channels, and ancillary devices
such as open drain channels, soak holes and detention structures.

Gullies around the Taupo urban area act as natural drainage and soakage areas for stormwater
run-off which enters the reticulated system, or feeds naturally into the lakeshore reserves.
The gullies also define the natural catchment boundaries. The stormwater is discharged into
Lake Taupo at numerous locations, directly expelled from piping and through swales directing
overland flow. Stormwater can be attenuated in detention ponds and soak away through the
pumice. This soakage allows treatment of the stormwater and negates the need for some direct
discharges into the lake from the reticulation network. Both stormwater quantity and quality
must be managed in a way that meets the objectives of Council and Environment Waikato.
Urban stormwater can contain contaminants including suspended solids, nutrients, organic
material, heavy metals, micro-pollutants and pathogens. Environment Waikato has granted
Council a comprehensive stormwater consent. One of the conditions of this consent is the
development of a stormwater management plan for the District. Another consent condition is
that a stormwater monitoring programme must be carried out at selected sites. The overall aim
is to reduce pollutants entering the lake through ongoing community education programmes
promoting appropriate use of the stormwater system, and by improving engineering solutions –
for example, by upgrading road sumps and adding filters to improve drainage quality.
Most of the water, wastewater and stormwater utility services located in the lakeshore reserves
meet community needs beyond the reserves. They are located on the lakeshore reserves because
the other options available were considered impracticable or unaffordable.
Some associated structures such as buildings, service lids and stormwater outlet structures are
highly visible within the lakeshore environment. These adversely impact on recreational use,
visual amenity and the natural environment.
It is appropriate that Council considers the physical and visual impact of any visible structures
on the lakeshore reserves and implements appropriate mitigation, including relocation and/or
upgrade of services where practicable. Where appropriate, the opportunity to add recreational
value should also be considered. Any utility services will be removed if redundant.

ADJOINING LAND USES
The lakeshore reserves are bordered by the lake on one side and a mix of residential and
commercial accommodation and road on the other. They do not form a continuous network
around the lake edge. They adjoin Department of Conservation managed land and private land.
However, the combination of the lakeshore reserves and land managed by the Department of
Conservation means that a significant portion of the lake edge is held in public ownership. Council
and Department of Conservation reserves are complementary in providing visual amenity and
access. Strengthening these linkages will benefit both the environment and users.
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In the future, utility structures should only be permitted on a lakeshore reserve when they
cannot practicably be located elsewhere or when they are required for some function of that
reserve. Those considered necessary should be designed and located to minimise any impacts.
This includes investigating alternative methods and solutions. Council recognises that budget
can constrain what can be achieved.
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There are a number of encroachments from neighbouring private property. These include
structures, fences and planting which can affect public use and enjoyment. The impacts of
encroachment can be limited by, when necessary, clearly identifying the reserve boundary,
advising landowners of the encroachment, implementing Council’s encroachment policy, and
assisting neighbours to develop a local environment which supports and enhances the reserve’s
values.
When assessing future subdivisions close to the lake, Council will ensure that these do not
rely on the lakeshore reserves to meet their open space demands. The lakeshore reserves are
already under increasing pressure.
State Highway 1 currently forms the inland boundary of Lakefront Reserve. This reserve is
strategically important in terms of the views it offers of Lake Taupo and the mountains, its varied
and dramatic landscape and proximity to the town centre. The current configuration of the
highway and high traffic volume negatively impact on both the amenity and recreational use of
the reserve. The development of the East Taupo Arterial and resulting change in ownership and
status of State Highway 1 will provide significant opportunities in the future.
In 2003 Council contracted consultants to develop options to facilitate the long-term development
of the northern portion of Lakefront Reserve and Lake Terrace as a coherent and functional
recreational asset. The concept plans sought to improve user safety whilst retaining the positive
landscape and visual outlook toward Lake Taupo, and to address the open space amenity values
of the area. This project was placed on hold.
Council has initiated the development of the Taupo Urban Commercial and Industrial Structure
Plan. This will look at the existing commercial and industrial areas and future land requirements
for those activities. Improving the linkages between the Taupo town centre, the lake environment
and other open space has been identified as an objective. The plan will also need to look at the
role of public space and design in revitalising the town centre.

TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Options for the future development and enhancement of Lakefront Reserve should be explored
in conjunction with the structure plan and transportation planning for Lake Terrace, and
consideration should be given to the concept plans developed in 2003/04. The following aspects
should be considered:
• recognising the high scenic and recreational values of the reserve environment
• securing additional open space for passive recreation
• reinforcing Taupo’s sense of place and identity
• developing a safe and inviting lake-edge experience for users
• recognising the lakefront’s interface with the urban environment
• reflecting the geological and cultural history of Lake Taupo and the Taupo area
• retaining and enhancing the visual outlook towards Lake Taupo and the mountains
• providing increased visual connection between the urban edge and the lake edge by opening views
• improving interaction with the lake
• providing formal access and structures for passive recreation
• providing for appropriate concession activities.
Until future planning for Lakefront Reserve can be initiated, limited development should be
undertaken. Any development should be restricted to areas that will not be affected by the East
Taupo Arterial and to changes necessary to ensure people’s safety.
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PART 4

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES

Council has developed generic objectives and policies in response to the need to manage the
Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves as an integrated whole. Many of the reserves share
similar management issues and therefore require a consistent policy approach. Some reserves,
however, present specific issues and/or development opportunities which require more detail
than the policy section provides. These are addressed in the individual concept plans in part 5.
Through policies, key actions and concept plans, this management plan outlines proposals for
various future developments and improvements in the lakeshore reserves.
Council will cost and develop action plans for its objectives, and will incorporate these into its
long-term financial strategies. Implementation of proposed developments and improvements
will take place in stages, over time, and in accordance with Council’s level of service and funding
applications.
This part of the plan is best read in tandem with part 3, which provides more detail on the key
management issues addressed by the objectives and policies below.

ADMINISTRATION AND MANAGEMENT
Objective
To protect and enhance the natural and cultural values of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves while developing and managing the reserves as a recreational resource for the
enjoyment of users.

Policies
a) Manage the reserves within the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977, Local Government Act
2002, Resource Management Act 1991 and Council by-laws.
b) Manage the reserves whilst recognising and giving effect to the status and position of tangata
whenua, where appropriate.
c) Manage the reserves whilst recognising the quality of the lake waters and their importance
to freshwater ecology, cultural values, the tourism industry and the recreational use and
enjoyment of the reserves.
d) Implement the District Plan designation along Hot Water Beach by progressively purchasing
the properties for recreation reserve.
e) Refer to the Lake Taupo Erosion and Flood Strategy for direction on the management of
erosion and flooding risks within the reserves, ensuring that any measures implemented
protect the reserves’ values.
f) Review the names of the reserves to ensure that they are appropriate.
g) Continue to develop and implement relationships, protocols and consultation procedures with
other authorities that have interests in and around the reserves.
Key Actions
• Progressively negotiate the purchase of land designated in the Taupo District Plan along Hot
Water Beach.
• Investigate, implement and monitor trial erosion prevention solutions for Five Mile Bay in
collaboration with Environment Waikato and local residents and ratepayers, as an interim
measure while the Lake Taupo Erosion and Flood Strategy is being developed.
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Explanation
Administration and management of the reserves includes long-term planning and day to day
maintenance. These roles are primarily established under the Reserves Act 1977. Council must
also consider other relevant legislation, the District Plan, other Council strategies, policies and
by-laws.
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• Redesignate the land held as road to reserve, subject to the Reserves Act 1977, should it no
longer be required for that purpose.

CULTURAL HERITAGE
Objective
To recognise and protect cultural and heritage values, archaeological and geological features and
sites of historic significance within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves.
Explanation
Sites of cultural and heritage value help to define a community and provide a sense of place.
They add to the breadth of experience for visitors and local residents.
Lake Taupo and its margins are significant to tangata whenua and their protection and appropriate
management are of prime importance.
Sites or areas with characteristics of special value to tangata whenua may not be officially
identified. Where there are sites or areas that tangata whenua choose not to identify, Council
will determine a way for those sites or areas to be protected. Where sites are identified, Council
will consult with tangata whenua to evaluate and protect those sites, which will become part of
the reserve management, development and use process.
Policies
a) Recognise and provide for the special cultural and spiritual relationships that tangata whenua
have with the lakeshore margins.
b) Protect and manage features of cultural and heritage significance to ensure their long-term
conservation.
c) Consult with tangata whenua to decide on the appropriate protection, treatment and
management of cultural values, sites and areas.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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d) In consultation with tangata whenua and heritage personnel, develop heritage and
interpretation strategies that may include signage, artworks and general park infrastructure,
to increase public awareness of the reserves’ significance.
e) Work in partnership with tangata whenua in decision-making and managing significant issues
on the reserves, recognising statutory responsibilities.
f) Ensure that, should any archaeological site, structure or feature be discovered during any
reserve development, work ceases immediately, and the Council, tangata whenua and any
other appropriate agencies such as the Historic Places Trust are notified as soon as possible.
Key Actions
• Work with tangata whenua, heritage personnel and other appropriate persons to determine
where protection, management and interpretation of specific cultural and historic areas are
required and how these things may be achieved.
• Assist Waipahihi C75 Trust in developing and providing interpretive signage for appropriate
hapu associated with the Waipahihi C75 Maori Reserve.

VEGETATION
Objective
To protect, establish and manage vegetation within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves
to enhance the reserves’ natural character and landscape, ecological and heritage values and
recreational qualities.
Explanation
Vegetation contributes to the landscape, ecological, heritage and recreational values of the
lakeshore reserves. It provides visual amenity, shade, shelter, habitat for wildlife, scale and
spatial definition, and it helps to filter out stormwater contaminants and mitigate erosion.

Despite all of its positive attributes, however, vegetation can also cause nuisance and damage.
The main types of nuisance as reflected in complaints received from the community are leaf
drop, shading, effects on infrastructure, dangerous branches and obstruction of views. Pest
plants can reduce the ability of native and amenity plants to establish and regenerate, and can
cause problems to reserve users.
A balance must be achieved between establishing vegetation within the lakeshore reserves for
the well-being of the environment, future generations and the amenity of Taupo, and considering
the potential impacts of vegetation, particularly on surrounding landowners.
Policies
a) Ensure that trees are provided and managed in accordance with the objectives and standard
operating procedures contained in Taupo District Council’s Tree and Vegetation Policy.
b) Ensure appropriate recognition and protection of trees through the provisions of the District
Plan.
c) Manage vegetation to provide a coherent framework across the reserve areas, recognising
varying site conditions and types and levels of use.
d) Supplement the existing vegetation to complement the established vegetative character of
the reserves and to enhance their recreation, visual amenity, landscape and ecological values.
e) Preserve vistas and outstanding landscape views from within the reserves.
f) Recognise that an existing species may be able to act as a nurse crop for new plantings.
g) Develop planting plans, in consultation with the local community, for those areas identified for
significant planting and weed removal.
h) Plant riparian and other areas not required for recreation purposes to reduce the effects of
erosion and stormwater.

j) Encourage and facilitate community involvement in revegetation and restoration programmes,
education and ongoing care programmes.
k) Promote trees growing true to form.
l) Refer to Council, and undertake public consultation where appropriate, to decide on the
removal of any significant tree.
m)Require the submitter of a tree complaint to provide an arborist report where appropriate.
n) Before making any decision about a tree complaint, prepare a report providing information
about the tree’s health and the effects which removing or pruning the tree might have on
amenity values and the environment.
o) Prune or remove a tree only when satisfied that any of the following apply:
• the tree is dead, severely diseased or damaged beyond the likelihood of recovery
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i) Use predominantly site-appropriate native species for new plantings (as contained in the
planting species list, Appendix 5). Use exotic species where these species would enhance
recreational use and amenity values. Consider the following when planting within the reserves:
• environmental conditions
• reserve use
• the effects on adjacent properties at the time of planting and in the future
• the effects on underground and overhead services
• landscape issues such as scale, spatial definition, shading and visual amenity
• ecological values
• reserve character
• cultural heritage values and sites
• public safety
• public and private vistas and views to the lake
• the need to retain open space.
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• the tree is of particularly poor form and provides limited amenity value
• pruning or removal is necessary for the management of the reserve, or is part of a planned
replacement programme
• pruning or removal will contribute to the preservation of other trees and vegetation
• the tree threatens the safety of persons on or near the reserve
• the neighbouring property experiences severe difficulties related to the tree.
p) Charge an applicant at least 50 per cent of the cost of any tree maintenance undertaken
where the benefit of the maintenance work is only to that individual.
q) Pursue prosecution under the Reserves Act 1977 when vegetation is removed or damaged
without prior authorisation from Council and establish replacement planting as appropriate.
r) Comply with Environment Waikato’s Regional Pest Management Strategy.
s) Remove and control weed species as necessary for the protection and well-being of the
reserves, using safe proven methods causing least harm to the surrounding environment.
t) Retain weed species as an interim solution where they are necessary to assist erosion
protection and/or the establishment of replacement plants.
Key Actions
• Identify areas where planting is appropriate - for example, weed-infested areas, open
areas with limited recreational opportunities or expensive maintenance requirements,
stormwater management areas – and develop a planting plan.
• Engage and consult with the local community when significant planting is proposed.
• Install irrigation along the main beach and grassed area adjacent to the Great Lake Hole
in One Challenge within Lakefront Reserve.
• Educate and seek the cooperation of adjoining landowners in pest plant management.
• Develop a programme to progressively remove willow species in conjunction with
replacement planting.
• Develop a vegetation maintenance plan.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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WILDLIFE
Objective
To protect and enhance the diversity of native wildlife through the establishment, enhancement
and preservation of suitable habitats throughout the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves.
Explanation
Wildlife contributes significantly to the ecological attributes of the lakeshore reserves and to
users’ enjoyment and experience of the reserves. The preservation, creation and enhancement
of wildlife habitats should be actively pursued.
Pest animals can have a detrimental impact on plantings, can increase erosion and bank instability
if their populations reach high levels, and can cause problems for reserve users. These pests
need to be managed appropriately.

Policies
a) Ensure compliance with Environment Waikato’s Regional Pest Management Strategy.
b) Maintain effective liaison with Environment Waikato, which reports on levels of pest animal
infestation, levels of threat and possible solutions.
c) Develop and manage the reserves to preserve and create wildlife habitats that attract
indigenous wildlife species.
d) Include berry and nectar producing species in planting plans where practical, to encourage
indigenous birds in the reserves.
e) Using safe proven methods, control and if possible eradicate pest animals as they become a
public nuisance or where they adversely affect any reserve.
f) Work in a co-ordinated manner with the managers of adjoining land, where appropriate, to
manage pest animals.
Key Action
• Undertake ongoing action to eradicate/manage rabbits in conjunction with other relevant
agencies.

RECREATION AND USE
Objective
To provide for a range of informal and passive recreation opportunities, compatible with natural
character and landscape and cultural heritage values, within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves.
Explanation
The lakeshore reserves provide for a wide range of informal passive recreation activities. They
allow access to the lake environment for water activities. These activities need to be carefully
balanced and managed to address increasing user demand, to prevent potential conflicts of use
and to ensure protection of the reserves’ natural values.

Policies
a) Protect, promote and enhance the opportunities for informal passive recreation within the
reserves.
b) Recognise and protect the open space qualities of the reserves.
c) Ensure that recreational activities are compatible with the environment and with the natural
and cultural values of the reserves.
d) Ensure that the provision of recreational activities has minimal impact on the experience of
other users.
e) Ensure that commercial activities have minimal impact on other recreational activities within
the reserves and are appropriately sited.
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Art, in its various forms, can enrich passive recreation values and aesthetic qualities and enhance
the identity of the reserves, and should be encouraged.
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f) Promote and encourage opportunities to locate interpretive artwork within the reserves to
reflect the characteristics of the reserves, their history and the surrounding environment.
Key Action
• Investigate opportunities to incorporate interpretive artwork within the lakeshore reserves.
LEASES AND LICENCES
Objective
To enhance public recreational use and enjoyment of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves
through leases and licences consistent with the purpose and use of the reserves, while protecting
their natural character, the environment and the rights of users.
Explanation
The lakeshore reserves are an important community resource. Leases, licences and permits
provide opportunities for sports organisations, community organisations and private enterprises
to provide recreational opportunities that enhance public use and enjoyment of the reserves.
However, provision of leases and licences should not restrict public use, interfere with the
enjoyment of the lakeshore reserves by other users or impact negatively on the reserve
environment. Exclusive use or activities that lead to the development of additional facilities and
impact on natural qualities should be carefully assessed and kept to a minimum.
Policies
a) Allow leases to the Lake Taupo Yacht Club, Taupo Mini Golf and Lake Taupo Sea Scouts to
continue, at Council’s discretion.
b) Allow, subject to the relevant consents outside of this management plan being obtained,
the Lake Taupo Yacht Club to extend the storage facility by up to 50 per cent, ensuring the
exterior design complements the landscape and existing club building and that landscaping is
undertaken to integrate the facility with the surrounding environment.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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c) Change the Two Mile Bay Sailing and Watersports Centre’s tenure to a lease and allow a café
to be operated.
d) Apply charges in accordance with Council’s fees and charges policies or as appropriate for the
particular activity.
e) Generally prohibit new leases and licences on the reserves, except for existing activities and
those provided for in this management plan.
f) Allow only Council approved structures within leased and licensed sites.
g) Consider the provision of future water-based activities within the Lake Taupo Yacht Club and
Lake Taupo Sea Scouts sites.
Key Actions
• Monitor leases and licenses to ensure that conditions are adhered to and to protect the
reserves’ values and other uses.
• Negotiate lease agreements with the Two Mile Bay Sailing and Watersports Centre and with
Taupo Mini Golf.
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES
Objective
To facilitate wider use and enjoyment of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves by providing
for commercial activities in a controlled manner, ensuring the activities are complementary to
the reserves’ purpose and will not adversely affect natural character and environment or conflict
with other activities and users.
Explanation
The lakeshore reserves are for the use and enjoyment of the public. Appropriate commercial

activities can increase use and enjoyment of a reserve by offering a range of complementary
recreation and visitor services. These activities can attract visitors and can result in benefits to
the town. However, they can also adversely impact on the reserve environment and conflict with
or limit public use and enjoyment.
The lakeshore reserves are a popular venue for the siting of commercial activities. They are a high
profile area and provide a unique setting. Council must ensure an appropriate balance between
commercial recreation opportunities, unstructured public use and environmental protection.
Commercial activities will be permitted within the lakeshore reserves in a controlled manner
through the establishment of concession sites providing for specified activities at suitable
locations.
Short-term commercial land-based recreation activities will be considered within the lakeshore
reserves, subject to specific assessment criteria.
Policies
a) Permit commercial activities for golf (Hole in One), motorised water sports, kayaks,
refreshments, ice cream, arts and crafts and land-based recreation activities in the reserves
through established concession sites.
b) Grant each concession holder a licence for a maximum term of five years, except for the Great
Lake Hole in One Challenge which will be offered a licence for a longer term.
c) Ensure that the applicant concessionaire receives and fully complies with any necessary
consents in relation to the Resource Management, Building, Health and Safety and Employment
Acts and other relevant legislation, as well as the District Plan, and complies with any relevant
by-laws.
d) Review the established concession sites after five years from execution.
e) Allow only Council approved structures on established concession sites.

g) Monitor concessionaire activities to ensure compliance with the conditions of their concessions.
h) Provide appropriate permits at Council’s discretion for short-term commercial land-based
recreation activities.
i) Ensure commercial activities complement other activities within the reserves, protect the
environment and have minimal impact on other users’ enjoyment.
j) Apply charges in accordance with Council’s fees and charges policies or as appropriate for the
particular activity.
Key Actions
• Establish eight concession sites:
Concession Site

Location

Permitted Activities

1. Golf

Lakefront Reserve, current
location

Hole in One

2. Motorised Water
Sports

Lakefront Reserve, adjacent to
concession site 1 on the southeastern side

Water-based activities requiring use of a
boat or other motorised vessel

3. Kayaks

Lakefront Reserve, current
location

Kayaks and/or canoes

4. Refreshment

Lakefront Reserve, southeastern end, within parking area
adjacent to the power box

Sales of non-alcoholic beverages and/or
food
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f) Ensure the terms of any licence provide for unrestricted public access except where there are
health and safety issues.
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5. Ice cream

Lakefront Reserve, within
parking area in close proximity
to concession site 4

Ice cream sales

6. Refreshment

Wharewaka Point and Acacia Bay

Sales of non-alcoholic beverages and/or
food

7. Arts

Colonel Roberts Reserve
(restricted to area adjacent to
Ruapehu Street)

Display, demonstration and/or sale of arts
and crafts by District residents

8. Recreation
Activity

Northcroft Reserve

Land based recreation activity (may
include two) compatible with other
concessions and activities within the
lakeshore reserves and Tongariro Domain

See figure 3 on page 63 for the concession site location plan.
• Assess concession applications against the following criteria as a minimum: record of
previous experience; profile of proposal; environmental and recreational impact; and
compliance with other relevant agencies’ policies.
• Include in the assessment criteria for short-term commercial activities: compatibility with
the reserve purpose; public interest and value; compatibility with other activities along the
lakeshore and within the surrounding environment.
• Ensure that proof of appropriate consents and licences is provided before the concessionaire
initiates use of the site.
• Monitor concessionaire activities to ensure compliance and assess the impact on the
environment and other users’ enjoyment.
EVENTS
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Objective
To allow use of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves for events in a controlled manner
to extend recreational opportunities, provide entertainment and aid social and economic
development, while protecting natural and cultural values and general use.
Explanation
Events are by nature of short duration and can enhance public use and enjoyment of reserves.
They can contribute to the diversity and vibrancy of the community, and assist in social and
economic development and promotion of Taupo.
Taupo is becoming increasingly popular for events and the lakeshore reserves are a sought after
venue. Council must retain full discretion over the number, nature and organisation of events
and must provide controls which protect the reserves, enable the general public to continue to
enjoy the reserves for recreation, and ensure that neighbours are not adversely affected.
Policies
a) Conditionally permit the use of the reserves for sporting, cultural and recreational events.
b) Ensure the event has minimal impact on the reserves’ values, environment and users.
c) Ensure the event organiser receives and fully complies with any necessary consents and
approvals outside this management plan, including from external agencies.
d) Ensure full compliance with all conditions Council attaches to any permit or temporary licence.
e) Secure the payment of a bond and fee, if required, in accordance with Council policy.
f) Generally prohibit commercial promotion and retailing on the reserves unless these are
directly associated with and ancillary to an approved event, when they may be permitted at
Council’s discretion.

g) Retain the right to limit capacity and activities to ensure that adverse environmental and safety
issues do not outweigh the recreational, social and economic benefits of the event.
Key Actions
• Assess proposals for organised events against the following criteria: previous experience;
compatibility with the reserve’s purpose; impact on other reserve users and neighbours;
the need for the proposed activity to be located within the reserve; potential impact on
the reserve’s values and environment; public interest and value; and compatibility with
Council policies and by-laws.
• Ensure event organisers secure in advance all necessary consents and approvals (for example,
consents for traffic management, health and safety, amusement devices, temporary structures,
and food and liquor) including those from other authorities where required.
• Monitor the individual and cumulative impacts of events and temporary activities and
share the information with the Department of Conservation.

CAMPING
Objective
To prohibit camping and overnight stays on the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves unless in
an area specifically set aside for such use.

Policy
a) Prohibit the use of tents, campervans or other mobile accommodation and any vehicle for
sleeping, whether or not it is specially set out for sleeping, for overnight stays on the reserves.
Key Actions
• Continue to educate campers and rental companies about the status of camping within the
lakeshore reserves and seek their cooperation through signage and information sharing
(both written and verbal). Enforce where necessary.
• Monitor the effectiveness of these measures.
DOGS
Objective
To manage dogs within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves in accordance with the Dog
Control Act 1996 and Council’s Dog Policy and By-law.
Explanation
Dogs provide companionship and sometimes security for their owners. When they are not
suitably controlled, however, they can cause nuisance to other reserve users.
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Explanation
The lakeshore reserves are desirable places for visitors wishing to stay overnight or longer.
Overnight stays in areas not set aside and serviced for overnight stays contravene the Reserves
Act 1977 and Council by-laws. This activity affects the enjoyment of the reserves by other users,
can cause health problems in relation to ablutions and dumping of waste, and can generate more
rubbish than normal public use.
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The Dog Control Act 1996 and Council’s Dog Policy and By-law allow Council to control how and
where dogs are permitted. This includes designating dog exercise areas where owners are able
to exercise their dogs off-lead as long as they are under continued control, and prohibiting dogs
from specified areas at specified times.
A balance must be achieved between ensuring that people can enjoy the reserves without threat
or nuisance from dogs and recognising the exercise and recreational needs of dogs and their
owners.
Policies
a) Create a new dog exercise area at the southern end of Wharewaka Reserve on the upper and
lower plateau.
b) Ensure that dogs are kept on a leash at all times unless they are in a designated dog exercise
area.
c) Prohibit dogs from entering children’s play areas.
d) Encourage persons responsible to clean up after their dogs.
e) Provide signs informing dog owners of the rules and their responsibilities.
Key Actions
• Review signage to ensure that signs are visible within the reserves and that they provide
the necessary information.
• Install pooper scooper dispensers as appropriate.
• Initiate the process of designating a new dog exercise area in Wharewaka Point.

SAFETY AND SECURITY
Objective
To ensure, as far as reasonably possible, the safety and security of those using the Tapuaeharuru
Bay Lakeshore Reserves.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Explanation
Council has an obligation to maintain its facilities to an appropriate standard and to minimise
hazards and risks where necessary.
Policies
a) Close all or parts of the reserves when necessary for the purposes of reserve maintenance,
public safety and/or security.
b) Without negating the need for personal responsibility, take reasonable precautions, considering
any available guidance, to minimise hazards on the reserves.
c) Identify and appropriately rectify where necessary any public safety hazards on reserves.
Actions may include:
• making a hazard more apparent with signage, lighting or vegetation clearance
• planting vegetation or erecting barriers to discourage access
• modifying a hazard to reduce the risk of harm.
d) Consider Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles when managing
and enhancing the reserves.
Key Actions
• Review the existing fence along Lakefront Reserve cliff area in conjunction with future
planning related to the enhancement of the reserve, construction of the East Taupo Arterial
and development of the Taupo Urban Commercial and Industrial Structure Plan.
• Groom the main beach area of Lakefront Reserve over the summer months.
• Improve safety of the steep bank area located close to Rifle Range Road.
• Consider the requirement for appropriate lighting of the Great Lake Walkway to improve
safety at specific locations.

ACCESS AND CIRCULATION
Objective
To provide within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves an efficient and safe access network
which complements the natural character and landscape and cultural values of the reserves.
Explanation
Efficient access and circulation systems are critical to the successful use and management of
the lakeshore reserves. Fundamental to this are readily accessible and identifiable entry points,
a continuous walkway along the lake edge, unimpeded access and linkages with adjoining open
space and residential areas.
The design and construction of a walkway should be appropriate to its location and level of use
and should not compromise the values of the lakeshore reserves.
Policies
a) Provide easy access to and between the reserves for all ages and abilities, where appropriate
and practical.
b) Ensure that the level and standard of access provision is appropriate to the level and nature
of public use.
c) Design walkways to a standard that complements the reserve environment, complements
ecological and cultural values, and takes into account safety and ongoing maintenance.
d) Facilitate shared walker, runner and cyclist use of the Great Lake Walkway by increasing the
walkway’s width to two metres where there is an identified need.
e) Review, if required, the location of the Great Lake Walkway, to ensure that it integrates with
the landscape and allows sufficient space adjacent to the lake for other activities.
f) Investigate opportunities to incorporate design elements directly into or adjacent to the Great
Lake Walkway to enhance its visual amenity and facilitate reserve interpretation.

h) Provide distinctive, prominent and welcoming entrances to the reserves.
i) Investigate opportunities to secure a continuous walkway around the lake edge between
Whakamoenga Point and Five Mile Bay.
j) Improve and strengthen linkages between the reserves and with surrounding reserves and
residential areas as part of developing a continuous and integrated walkway network.
k) Ensure all walkways and cycle routes are well maintained to allow easy access and use.
Key Actions
• Review the width and location of the Great Lake Walkway, and possible inclusion of
alternative design elements, and develop a plan for progressive implementation.
• Remove the chicanes where the Great Lake Walkway width is improved and conflict is
reduced.
• Strengthen the physical and visual linkages between Lakefront Reserve and Tongariro
Domain by extending the pathway beside the Taupo Bowling Club across Ferry Road to the
Great Lake Walkway.
• Improve linkages with land managed by the Department of Conservation.
• Upgrade the walkways in the western area of the lakeshore reserves, from Whakamoenga
Point to Te Kopua Point, widening these where appropriate and retaining their natural
surface.
• Improve the safety and visibility of the staircases within Lakefront Reserve.
• Encourage any improvements made to facilitate easy access across State Highway 1, when
State Highway 1 comes into Council ownership.
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g) Improve the usability and safety of the walkways from Whakamoenga Point to Te Kopua Point
by increasing their width, where appropriate, and upgrading their surfaces and associated
structures.
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• Secure public access along the lake edge, ensuring that esplanade reserves or strips are
taken upon subdivision of properties adjacent to the lake.
• Construct new walkways and cycle routes where appropriate for users and the environment.

VEHICLE ACCESS AND PARKING
Objective
To provide and manage adequate vehicle access and parking to meet the needs of users of the
Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves, while protecting the reserves’ natural character, the
environment and recreational values.
Explanation
Some of the reserves generate activities for which vehicle access and parking are required.
Vehicle access to the lake edge is an aspect of the lake experience. Increased use of the reserves
often leads to greater vehicular demand.
Council considers it appropriate to provide vehicle access and parking to meet the normal
activities of users. Designated overflow parking can accommodate peak times, such as summer
holidays and events.
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Vehicle access and parking facilities can consume valuable open space and have detrimental
effects on the environmental and amenity qualities of the reserves and their recreational use.
Formed parking should be restricted to those reserves with an identified need, including those
with public facilities such as picnic areas, toilets and changing facilities, children’s playgrounds or
boating facilities. Current vehicular access needs to be monitored to ensure that current levels
of safety and environmental amenity are maintained.
Policies
a) Provide vehicle parking to a level which is adequate for servicing the usual activities carried
out within the reserves.
b) Provide new vehicle access roads and parking areas only where there is a proven need
directly related to the use of the reserve, and ensuring that their design and location minimise
impacts on the reserve environment and recreational activities.
c) Undertake amenity planting within and around parking areas and vehicle access roads, to
minimise adverse visual effects and to provide shade.
d) Maintain access roads and parking to a standard suitable to allow public access to the reserves
and to meet general levels of demand.
e) Ensure parking on reserves is used for vehicles associated with recreation and other legitimate
uses of the reserves.
f) Allow vehicle access and parking within the reserves in designated areas only.
g) Use vehicle restrictors, where necessary, to keep vehicles to designated access and parking
areas.
h) Ensure that the design of vehicle restrictors complements the natural environment.
i) Designate areas for overflow parking to accommodate peak use, events and other special
occasions.

j) Utilise permeable surfaces for new or upgraded parking areas within the reserves, to reduce
the quantity of stormwater run-off.
k) Provide parking for disabled users where appropriate.
l) Prohibit the use of reserves to gain vehicle access to adjoining properties, except where
authorised for temporary purposes or where there is no alternative and the purpose of the
reserve is not compromised.
m) Prohibit the storing of private motorised or non-motorised vehicles, boats, machinery or
other equipment on the reserves, unless authorised by Council.
n) Monitor vehicle use and access and, where it is established that the effects are incompatible
with other users or detrimental to the environment, determine an appropriate solution in
consultation with the local community.
Key Actions
• Provide amenity and shade planting within and around all formalised parking areas.
• For user safety, delineate between the informal parking and beach area to the south of the
Two Mile Bay Reserve boat ramp.
• Design new vehicle restrictors to complement the natural character of the reserves while
considering access for double buggies and small craft where appropriate.
• Designate areas for overflow parking at Two Mile Bay Reserve, Secombe Park and
Wharewaka Point.
• Relocate the main parking area vehicle restrictors within Secombe Park further inland to
better accommodate vehicle and boat trailer manoeuvering.
• Install vehicle restrictors to create a vehicle free area next to the lake at Wharewaka Point
(North) and monitor to ascertain any impacts or changes in activities.
• Upgrade the Tawhaa Road parking area at Five Mile Bay.

• Address Lions Walk ongoing vehicle damage.

FACILITIES
Objective
To provide adequate and appropriate facilities that enhance the experience of users of the
Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves, ensuring that the facilities are designed and located to
complement natural character and cultural heritage values.
Explanation
Key characteristics of the lakeshore reserves are their visual and natural qualities. However,
well-designed, well-sited and integrated facilities can enhance the reserves, the public use and
enjoyment of them and their character and aesthetic values.
Facilities will generally not be permitted unless they are in the public interest, will improve the
functioning of the reserve and do not compromise the values of the reserve.
Policies
a) Provide for new facilities or additions to existing facilities only where necessary for public
enjoyment, comfort and safety and/or the efficient management and maintenance of the
reserve.
b) Ensure that all facilities are designed and sited to complement the reserves’ character and
landscape, to minimise impacts on recreational use and enjoyment of the reserve, and having
regard to erosion and flood risks.
c) Ensure that all facilities are maintained to a high standard.
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• Monitor the effects of vehicle use and access within Wharewaka Point and Five Mile Bay
during the summer period. Should the level of risk become unacceptable, explore solutions
to reduce/remove the risk in consultation with the local community.
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d) Ensure that facilities meet the needs of users and remain relevant to the reserves, and allow
for the removal of any that are deemed redundant.
e) Provide public toilets and changing facilities in appropriate locations, where necessary for
user comfort and convenience.
f) Ensure public toilets and changing facilities comply with relevant regulations and specifications.
g) Provide playgrounds at appropriate locations to serve the needs of users and the local
community.
h) Work closely with the harbourmaster (Department of Internal Affairs) to provide adequate
and appropriate boating facilities.
Key Actions
• Upgrade the existing toilet and changing facilities at Acacia Bay, Wharewaka Point (North)
and Five Mile Bay Reserve.
• Replace the two toilets at Secombe Park with one that is reticulated and includes a changing
facility. Consider the provision of a dump station facility.
• Upgrade and expand the play equipment at Whangaroa Reserve and Wharewaka Point,
and provide new playgrounds at Two Mile Bay Reserve and Secombe Park.
• Work with the Harbourmaster (Department of Internal Affairs) to implement proposals to
upgrade the boating facilities at Whangaroa Reserve, Two Mile Bay Reserve and Secombe
Park. Review the link between the jetty and boat ramp at Te Moenga Scenic Reserve.
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FURNITURE
Objective
To provide furniture within the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves which caters for the
reasonable comfort and convenience of reserve users, ensuring that pieces are designed and
located to enhance the natural character of the reserves.
Explanation
Furniture enhances user experience of the lakeshore reserves by providing opportunities for
rest, picnicking and viewing the scenery.
Furniture has both functional and aesthetic requirements and can reinforce the reserves’ character
and identity. Its design should be aesthetically appealing, complement the natural character and
be suitable to its use. The number of furniture elements should be kept to a minimum to protect
the lakeshore reserves’ natural character.
Furniture provided in a reserve should be appropriate to that reserve and its purpose and use.
Policies
a) Develop and implement an approach to the design, selection and placement of all furniture
which unifies the reserves and reflects their character.
b) Provide furniture in appropriate locations to enhance the enjoyment of the reserves without
impacting on natural character and cultural values.

c) Provide furniture in appropriate locations to enhance enjoyment without impacting on the
reserves’ natural character and cultural values.
d) Keep the number of furniture elements to a minimum to support the natural character of the
reserves.
Key Actions
• Review the need for and location of existing furniture on the reserves.
• Develop a comprehensive furniture manual that sets out the design, colours and materials
to be used for all furniture elements, taking into account functionality and maintenance
requirements.
• Progressively install furniture in accordance with the new furniture manual.

SIGNAGE
Objective
To increase visitor enjoyment, safety and appreciation of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore
Reserves through the provision of appropriate signage.
Explanation
Signage is necessary to identify reserves, to assist access, to provide for appropriate use and
to provide for the safety of reserve users. Signs also bring the values of an area to the visitor’s
attention. However, signs can individually or cumulatively compromise the quality of the reserve
environment and can be intrusive. They need to be of a consistent design, and designed, located
and maintained to avoid visual clutter.
Policies
a) Develop and implement an approach to the design, selection, placement and content of all
signage to unify the reserves and complement their character.
c) Clearly identify access points into the lakeshore reserves and improve directional signage
within and between the reserves.
d) Provide interpretive signage to build public awareness of the special attributes of the reserves
and surrounding landscape.
e) Provide signage describing the recreational opportunities within and close to the reserves.
f) Provide the minimum amount of signage necessary to meet the information needs of users,
to avoid visual impact on natural values.
g) Prohibit commercial signage in the reserves unless it is associated with activities permitted
under leases or permits approved by Council.
h) Require external authorities and other providers to gain approval from Council for the location
of any signage.
Key Actions
• Develop a comprehensive signage manual that sets out the design, style and materials to
be used in all signs on the reserves.
• Review the location and content of existing signs.
• Monitor the condition and appropriateness of existing signs and remove those that are
unsafe, dilapidated or damaged.
• Progressively implement new signage in accordance with the signage manual.
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UTILITY SERVICES
Objective
To ensure that only utility services for health and safety purposes, or for the servicing of the
Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves, or which cannot practicably be located elsewhere, are
located within the reserves.
Explanation
The lakeshore reserves, situated at a low point and next to the lake, are inevitably placed
under pressure for the passage of utility services for the wider community. Individually and
cumulatively, associated structures affect the character and amenity of the reserves and have
the potential to restrict both use and enjoyment.
The number of utility services on the lakeshore reserves should be restricted to those that
are necessary. Undergrounding is preferred. Any above ground structures must be designed,
located and landscaped to ensure minimum impact on the recreation, amenity and natural
values (including existing trees) of the reserves.
Policies
a) Provide utility services necessary to service the reserves.
b) Permit new utility services through the reserves only where alternative routes are demonstrated
to be impractical.
c) Where the only route for a new utility service is through a reserve, ensure that, as far as
possible, its location and design complement the surrounding environment and do not impact
on recreational activities.
d) Encourage the removal of redundant structures.
e) When considering renewal or replacement of a utility service, assess the continuing need
for the service, alternative solutions, the location and design of the service and whether its
existing impacts on amenity, recreation or natural values can be reduced.
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f) Ensure that, where possible and practicable, utility services are well integrated into the reserve
environment and the impacts on use, visual amenity and the environment are minimised.
g) Place utility services underground wherever practicable.
h) Allow for the maintenance, repair and monitoring of existing utility services.
i) Review alternative methods for discharging stormwater into the lake and avoid, as far as
practicable, the development of any new stormwater outlets into the lake.
j) Work towards retaining stormwater in catchment areas and managing stormwater catchments
to minimise the run-off of contaminants into the lake.
k) Secure easements for all utility services.
Key Actions
• Investigate methods to better integrate existing utility services with the landscape.
• Investigate alternative methods to manage and discharge stormwater within the reserves.
• Investigate the relocation and/or upgrade of the existing stormwater outlet adjacent to the
Taharepa Baths.

ADJOINING LAND USES
Objective
To encourage and build good relationships with adjoining owners and ensure that surrounding
land use and development recognises and provides for the protection and enhancement of the
natural and landscape values of the Tapuaeharuru Bay Lakeshore Reserves.
Explanation
Adjoining residential properties can have an impact on the natural and landscape values of the
lakeshore reserves. Owners of adjoining land should be encouraged to appreciate and enhance
the valuable resource that the reserves provide and to work with Council for mutual benefit.
Establishing good relationships in terms of defined boundaries and individual expectations is
beneficial.
Adjoining private properties are not permitted to encroach onto the lakeshore reserves.
Encroachments affect public access and use, reduce reserve amenity, create liability issues and
inhibit Council operations.
Policies
a) Ensure that, where encroachments are identified, they are addressed in accordance with
Taupo District Council’s Encroachment Policy.
b) Acknowledge surrounding use patterns and encourage a positive interface between the
reserves and the surrounding private properties.
c) Encourage owners of adjoining land to enhance their boundaries through planting, upgrading
fences and providing appropriate pedestrian access.
d) Promote integrated management of Lakefront Reserve, the Landing Reserve and Tongariro
Domain.

Key Actions
• Clearly define the reserve boundaries.
• Identify the number and extent of encroachments and progressively address them in
accordance with Council policy.
• Undertake regular monitoring of the reserve boundaries for encroachments.
• Strengthen Council’s relationship with the Department of Conservation, to benefit the
reserve networks of both organisations.
• Develop a concept plan for the future development of Lakeshore Reserve in conjunction
with the Taupo Urban Commercial and Industrial Structure Plan, considering the following
aspects:
- recognising the high scenic and recreational values of this reserve environment
- securing additional open space for passive recreation
- reinforcing Taupo’s sense of place and identity
- developing a safe and inviting lake-edge experience for users
- recognising the interface of the lakefront with the urban environment
- reflecting the geological and cultural history of Lake Taupo and the Taupo area
- retaining and enhancing the visual outlook towards Lake Taupo and the mountains
- providing increased visual connection between the urban edge and the lake edge by
opening views
- improving interaction with the lake
- providing formal access and structures for passive recreation
- providing for appropriate concession activities.
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e) Promote the future development and enhancement of Lakefront Reserve and improved linkages
between the lake environment, Taupo town centre and Tongariro Domain, in conjunction with
the Taupo Urban Commercial and Industrial Structure Plan and vesting of State Highway 1 in
Council.
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COMMEMORATIONS AND GIFTS
Objective
To ensure that commemorations and gifts are managed in a sustainable manner and are beneficial
to the lakeshore reserves and reserve users.
Explanation
Members of the public and organisations frequently make requests to sponsor and/or gift
features on the lakeshore reserves to recognise benefactors. Examples include furniture and
trees in remembrance of the deceased.
Council must be in a position to control the nature, number and location of such proposed
features, to ensure that these are appropriate and that they enhance the lakeshore reserves.
Commemorative features can add cost to the ongoing maintenance of reserves. Vandalism and
other damage require significant maintenance effort. Issues can occur when an individual or
group, having made a gift, seeks to influence the management of the wider reserve.
Policies
a) Assess each request for a commemoration or gift on the lakeshore reserves in terms of the
following criteria:
• compatibility of the proposed feature with the character and use of the reserve
• benefit to reserve users
• responsibility for maintenance and the ease and cost of that maintenance
• appropriateness and relevance of the feature to the community.
b) Decide on removal or replacement of commemorative features or gifts on a case by case
basis, as necessary. Where a commemoration or gift is replaced, this will be with the same or
a similar feature.
c) Ensure appropriate siting of a commemoration or gift.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES MANAGEMENT PLAN
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d) Allow any Council-approved commemoration or gift to be acknowledged through the
attachment of a small plaque, at Council’s discretion.
e) Maintain a register of commemoration plants and furniture.
f) Select tree species from the planting species list (Appendix 5). Species outside this list may
be approved upon written application to Council.
g) Where a significant gift is involved, develop a protocol with the donor group or individual
setting out the principles of the gift.
h) Maintain gifts and commemorative features except where maintenance by others is agreed as
part of the gift agreement.
Key Actions
• Establish and maintain a register to identify and record all commemorations and gifts.
• Endeavour to contact the donor should a commemoration or gift require removal or
relocation.
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PART 5 CONCEPT PLANS

PART 5 CONCEPT PLANS
Concept plans have been prepared for those reserves where more than minor changes will be
implemented. These reserves are:
• Whangaroa Reserve (Acacia Bay South)
• Acacia Bay (North)
• Lakefront Reserve (south-eastern end)
• Secombe Park
• Wharewaka Point (North)
• Wharewaka Point.
These concept plans illustrate how the objectives and polices of this management plan will be
implemented. The plans are schematic only. More detailed design work based on the identified
elements will be required before implementation.
WHANGAROA RESERVE (Acacia Bay South)
The land forming this reserve was acquired from Hiruharama Ponui Incorporated on the
understanding that it would be used for recreational purposes, and that the only development
would be the construction of toilet and changing facilities. Council is developing a public boat trailer
park directly across the Acacia Bay Road on land leased from Hiruharama Ponui Incorporated.
This will replace the existing informal parking area within the reserve. The new boat trailer
park will better accommodate existing demand during the summer season, and the additional
demand anticipated as a result of the boat ramp upgrade and urban development within the
Acacia Bay area. It will also improve safety along Acacia Bay Road and within the reserve.
The concept plan shows the existing informal parking area returned to passive recreational
use. Some parking will be retained for reserve users. Access to the boat ramp will be improved.
Upgrading the existing playground and providing better physical connections to the lake edge
will extend the reserve’s recreational opportunities.

LAKEFRONT RESERVE (south-eastern end)
This is a preliminary concept plan only and should be reviewed at the time of implementation. It
aims to change the extent and location of existing parking and to relocate a portion of the Great
Lake Walkway, creating more useable open space to better accommodate the high level of use
this area receives. This will involve upgrading the existing staircase and providing an additional
staircase, creating further access to the top plateau and the existing parking along Lake Terrace.
The Lake Terrace parking is not well used at present. The concept plan also aims to protect and
preserve the Taharepa Bath adjacent to the Great Lake Walkway, which is significant to Tauhara
hapu.
SECOMBE PARK
The focus of this concept plan is on planting for shade, amenity, bank stability and ecological
purposes. Planting locations have considered the factors contained within the vegetation policy
section of this management plan.
A small playground to service reserve users and the local community is provided and a new
reticulated toilet and changing facility will replace the two existing pit privies. Servicing for a
future effluent dump station will be provided. Two areas for overflow parking will cater for peak
times and events.
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ACACIA BAY (North)
This popular reserve has limited space for recreational opportunities. Sloping ground by the
retaining wall along the inland boundary create an area that cannot be well utilised. Stepped
grassed terraces will be developed to create additional useable space and provide improved
access to the reserve. The toilet and changing facility will be upgraded.
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WHAREWAKA POINT (North)
The main change to this reserve is the provision of a vehicle free strip close to the lake edge. This
will protect the environment, including the Great Lake Walkway, and reduce conflict between
users and vehicles. The impacts of this change will be monitored. The existing wood barbecue
will be replaced with a gas barbecue to minimise fire risk and the two pit privies replaced with a
reticulated toilet and changing facility.
WHAREWAKA POINT
Planting for shade, amenity, bank stability and ecological purposes will be undertaken within this
reserve.
The formal part of the Great Lake Walkway will terminate at the point on top of the lookout. A
more informal pathway will provide a link through the Department of Conservation reserve to
Five Mile Bay Reserve.
The playground, one of the focal points of this reserve, will be upgraded and expanded to cater
for reserve users and the local community. A dog exercise area will be created on the upper and
lower plateaus at the southern end of the reserve. The connection between the plateaus will be
improved via pedestrian accessways and the parking area on the top plateau will be formalised.
Vehicles will be restricted to half of the lower plateau.
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PART 6 IMPLEMENTATION
Council has assigned implementation time frames to the main actions promoted in this
management plan.

WITHIN 1-3 YEARS:
Whakamoenga Point
• Upgrade the walkway
• Phase installation/renewal of signage and furniture
Whangaroa Reserve (Acacia Bay South)
• Implement the concept plan once the development of the public vehicle and boat trailer
park opposite the reserve is complete
Acacia Bay (North)
• Upgrade the toilet and changing facility
• Implement the concept plan
Lakefront Reserve
• Upgrade the three staircases to address safety issues
• Initiate planning for the enhancement of this reserve in conjunction with the construction
of the East Taupo Arterial and development of the Taupo Urban Commercial and Industrial
Structure Plan
Two Mile Bay Reserve
• Widen the road entrance to the boat trailer parking area
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• Phase installation/renewal of signage and furniture
Secombe Park
• Develop a detailed planting plan based on the concept plan
• Phase planting along and below the bank area adjacent to Pokaka Crescent in line with the
planting plan
• Relocate the main parking area vehicle restrictors further inland to create a larger
manoeuvring area and install new vehicle restrictors to create overflow parking areas
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
Wharewaka Point (North)
• Implement the concept plan excluding stage 2 installation of vehicle restrictors
• Upgrade the pit privy
Wharewaka Point
• Remove weed species on the escarpment and plant
• Designate the upper and lower plateaus (southern end of reserve) as a dog exercise area
• Upgrade the road to the parking area, and the parking area itself, within the top plateau,
in line with the concept plan
• Complete the Great Lake Walkway to the point
• Create an informal walkway from the point to the Department of Conservation reserve
• Upgrade the existing playground
• Develop a detailed planting plan based on the concept plan
• Phase planting
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
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Five Mile Bay
• Trial interim erosion management solutions
• Upgrade the existing pit privies
General
• Activate the concession sites within Lakefront Reserve
• Negotiate lease agreements with Taupo Mini Golf and the Two Mile Bay Sailing and
Watersports Centre
• Develop and implement a vegetation maintenance plan
• Develop furniture and signage manuals
• Assist C75 Maori Trust in developing interpretive signs
• Phase widening of the Great Lake Walkway where appropriate
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
• Investigate beach grooming options
• Carry out general planting

WITHIN 4-7 YEARS:
Te Moenga Scenic Reserve
• Investigate appropriate erosion mitigation between the boat ramp and jetty and implement
as appropriate
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
Lakefront Reserve
• Review the concept plan for the south-eastern end of the reserve and implement as
appropriate

• Consider implementation of enhancement plans as appropriate
Two Mile Bay Reserve
• Develop a children’s playground
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
Secombe Park
• Develop a new toilet and changing facility
• Remove two pit privies
• Phase specimen tree planting throughout the reserve in line with the planting plan
• Develop a children’s playground
• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
Wharewaka Point (North)
• Implement stage 2 installation of vehicle restrictors as appropriate
Five Mile Bay
• Upgrade the Tawhaa Road parking area
General
• Investigate lighting of the Great Lake Walkway to improve safety at specific areas
• Phase widening of the Great Lake Walkway where appropriate
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• Install irrigation along the main beach (south-eastern end) and adjacent to the Lake Taupo
Hole in One Challenge

• Phase installation/renewal of furniture and signage
• Carry out general planting
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APPENDICES
1. GLOSSARY
Under the District Plan, a tree or group of trees that is considered
significant and is protected, listed in the Schedule of Amenity Trees and
identified on planning maps.

Amenity Values

Those natural or physical qualities and characteristics of an area
that contribute to people’s appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic
coherence, and cultural and recreational attributes.

Concept Plan

Shows any physical and administrative changes planned for the reserve.

Concession Site

An official authorisation to operate in a controlled area managed by
Council. In this case authorisation will be in the form of a licence granted
to authorise a trade, business or occupation to be carried out by the
private sector on an area of land the Council manages.

Designation

A provision in the District Plan that gives effect to a requirement made by
an acquiring authority and allows land to be designated for a particular
purpose. This purpose may include land to be secured for public works
and utilities or other projects facilitating the establishment of what are
often necessary or essential services for the District. Land which is
designated is ‘protected’ – it may not be subdivided, used or developed
in any way which would prevent or hinder the public work without the
prior consent of the requiring authority.

Lease

A grant of an interest in land that gives exclusive possession of the
land and makes provision for any activity on the land that the lessee is
permitted to carry out.

Licence

A grant of non-exclusive interest in land that makes provision for any
activity on the land that the licensee is permitted to carry out.

Network Utility

Any activity relating to telecommunication or radio communication;
transformation, transmission, or distribution of electricity; the
transmission and distribution of water for supply, including irrigation;
stormwater drainage or sewerage reticulation systems.

Notable Tree

Under the District Plan, a tree or group of trees that is considered highly
significant and is protected, listed in the Schedule of Notable Trees and
identified on planning maps.

Nui-a-Tia Boundary

The boundary of Taupo Nui-a-Tia is defined as the 357.015 metre contour,
Moturiki Datum.

Outstanding
Landscape
Management
Area

Under the District Plan, this is an area considered significant due to
outstanding natural landscape attributes, listed in the Schedule of
Outstanding Landscape Management Areas and Landscape Amenity
Management Areas, and identified on the Landscape and Natural Value
maps.

Passive/informal
recreation

Recreational play that is of a passive and less physical nature.
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Permit

A temporary grant of rights to carry out an activity that does not require
an interest in land; ‘permit holder’ has a corresponding meaning.

Pit Privy

A sanitary device that consists of a chamber or pit storage area with a
privy over top which is regularly pumped and cleaned.

Suitable Species

Predominantly native species, whose planting has taken into account
environmental conditions; effects on adjacent properties; effects on
utility services; general landscape and reserve character; ecological
values; cultural heritage; public safety; reserve use; public and private
views; open space retention.

View Shaft

A generally uninterrupted framed view to a feature or object in the
landscape.

2. RESERVE MANAGEMENT PLAN PROCESS
Under the Reserves Act 1977 Taupo District Council is required to follow a set procedure for the
preparation of management plans. This is set out in section 41 and is summarised below.
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1. The Council makes a decision to prepare a management plan for a reserve or group of
reserves.
2. The Council gives public notice of the intention to prepare a reserve management plan,
calling for ideas, comments and suggestions.
3. Issues are identified through consultation and research.
4. The Council prepares and endorses a draft management plan for public notification.
5. The Council gives public notice advising the availability of the draft management plan and
inviting written suggestions and/or objections.
6. The Council may have a hearing for verbal submissions to be made and to consider the
suggestions and objections.
7. If necessary, the Council modifies the draft management plan as a result of the submissions
and hearing.
8. The Council adopts the final management plan.
The plan, once adopted, can be amended to adapt to changing circumstances, or in accordance
with increased knowledge.

3. TAUPO DISTRICT PLAN CONSIDERATIONS
Listed below are the relevant District Plan considerations for each lakeshore reserve. These
include the environment in which each reserve lies and any overlay (foreshore protection area,
amenity or notable tree) or designation provisions that relate to the reserve.
Whakamoenga Point Reserve (R110)
Rural Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Erosion Hazard
Whangaroa Reserve (Acacia Bay South) (R54)
Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Acacia Bay (North)
Road
Foreshore Protection Area

Te Kopua Point Reserve (R70)
Rural Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Te Moenga Scenic Reserve (R50)
Rural Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
West Harbour Esplanade Reserve (R91)
Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Colonel Roberts Reserve (R10)
High Density Residential Environment
Amenity Tree 4 (Common Ash)
Northcroft Reserve (R25)
High Density Residential Environment
Lakefront Reserve (R64)
High Density Residential Environment
Residential Environment (Sea Scouts)
Foreshore Protection Area
Notable Tree 2 (Alpine Ash)
Notable Tree 7 (Tasmanian Blue Gum)
Amenity Tree 3 (Common Beech)
Designation 53 (Lake Terrace Pump Station and Treatment Site)

Manuels Lakefront (R30)
High Density Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Timeshare Lakefront Reserve (R46)
High Density Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Two Mile Bay Boat Ramp (R371)
Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Oregon Drive Accessway (R195)
Residential Environment
Lions Walk (R196)
Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Amenity Tree 11 (Common Lime)
Amenity Tree 12 (Common Lime)
Secombe Park (R36)
Rural Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
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Lakefront Reserve [Road Reserve-Wharewaka] (R330)
Road
Foreshore Protection Area
Wharewaka Point (R48)
Rural Environment
Foreshore Protection Area
Five Mile Bay Lakefront (R319)
Rural Environment
Residential Environment
Foreshore Protection Area

4. TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES INDEX
RESERVE NAME

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

AREA

VESTED/GAZETTED

Whakamoenga Point Reserve

Lot 51 DPS 56566 (former part CT
11C/357)

0.079ha

Gazette 2005 p1577

Recreation Reserve

Lot 56 DPS 56566 (CT 11C/357)

2.797ha

Vested DPS 56566

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 52 DPS 56566 (former part CT
5D/328, 33C/60)

0.485ha

Gazette 2005 p1577

Recreation Reserve

Lot 53 DPS 56566 (former part CT
33C/60)

0.0335ha

Gazette 2005 p1577

Recreation Reserve

Lot 54 DPS 56566 (former part CT
33C/60)

0.017ha

Gazette 2005 p1577

Recreation Reserve

Lot 55 DPS 56566 (former part
CT 33B/481)

0.1306ha

Gazette 2005 p1577

Recreation Reserve

Lot 3 DPS 6377 (CT 1286/45)

0.0746ha

Vested DPS 6377

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Pt Rangitira C1 ML 19776 (CT 7D/939)

0.1695ha

Vested Maori Land Court
Order

Lot 3 DPS 4284 (CT 940/278)

0.0961ha

Vested DPS 4284

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Pt Hiruharama Ponui ML 21393
CT 46/734)

0.1042ha

Gazette 1989 p5689

not classified

Pt Hiruharama Ponui ML 21393
(CT 46/734)

0.4858ha

Gazette 1989 p5689

not classified

Te Kopua Point Reserve

Sec 17 SO 44531 Blk IV Tuhingamata
East
SD (CT 432/12)

1.644ha

Gazette 1968 p1462

Recreation Reserve

Te Moenga Scenic Reserve

Lot 2 DPS 91809 (CT 72C/358)

0.0572ha

Vested DPS 91809

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 4 DPS 91809 (CT 72C/359)

0.6433ha

Vested DPS 7738

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 27 DPS 7738 (CT 674/56)

0.4188ha

Vested DPS 7738

Recreation Reserve

Lot 17 DP 33177 (CT 1799/3)

0.0961ha

Vested DP 33177

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 12 DPS 7076 (CT 14D/116)

0.1138ha

Vested DPS 7076

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 4 DPS 7076 (CT 1799/3)

0.0094ha

Council Freehold

Lot 16 DP 33177 (CT 651/223)

0.0025ha

Vested DP 33177

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Sec 7 SO 51440 Blk XXXIV Town of
Taupo (CT28A/144)

0.0336ha

Gazette 1991 p970

Recreation Reserve

Sec 438 SO 52841 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 30D/538)

0.0329ha

Closed Road

Sec 1 SO 59764

2.326ha

Gazette 1994 p926

Recreation Reserve

Pt Sec 312 Blk II Tauhara SD

3.1433ha

Gazette 1972 p1014

Recreation Reserve

Pt Sec 312 SO 53114

0.0208ha

Colonel Roberts Reserve

Sec 1 SO 16063/1 Blk XXXII Town of Taupo

0.1998ha

Gazette 1984 p103

Recreation Reserve

Northcroft Reserve

Sec 1 SO 16063 Blk XXXIII Town of Taupo

0.9145ha

Gazette 1984 p103

Recreation Reserve

Whangaroa Reserve
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West
Harbour
Reserve

Esplanade

Lakefront Reserve

PURPOSE

Recreation Reserve

Hot Water Beach Reserve

0.03ha

Vested DPS 54256

Recreation Reserve

Lot 25 DP 23448 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 1001/1)

0.0142ha

Gazette 1992 p1060

Recreation Reserve

Lot 24 DP 23448 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 1485/37)

0.0126ha

Gazette 1994 p1855

Recreation Reserve

Lot 1 DP 25226 (CT 922/52)

0.0096ha

Council Freehold

Lot 2 DP 25226 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 816/259)

0.0104ha

Gazette 1992 p1060

Recreation Reserve

Lot 2 DP 29954 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 737/12)

0.007ha

Gazette 1992 p1060

Recreation Reserve

Lot 4 DP 25372

0.0063ha

Gazette 1972 p1014

Recreation Reserve

Lot 5 DP 25372 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 671/228)

0.009ha

Gazette 1992 p1060

Recreation Reserve

Lot 9 DP 25372 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 711/93)

0.0112ha

Gazette 1994 p1855

Recreation Reserve

Lot 10 DP 25372 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 725/190)

0.0118ha

Gazette 1994 p1855

Recreation Reserve

Lot 11 DP 25372 Blk II Tauhara SD
(CT 18A/523)

0.0123ha

Gazette 1994 p1855

Recreation Reserve

Manuels Lakefront

Lot 4 DP 36628 (CT 15A/1485)

0.0642ha

Vested DP 36628

Recreation Reserve

Timeshare Lakefront Reserve

Lot 2 DPS 35065 Blk VI Tauhara SD
(CT 13B/1260)

0.0032ha

Vested DPS 35065

Recreation Reserve

Two Mile Bay

Sec 59 SO 44610 Blk VI Tauhara SD

0.1054ha

Gazette 1972 p1014

Recreation Reserve

Pt Sec 58 SO 44610 Blk VI Tauhara SD

1.339ha

Gazette 1972 p1014

Recreation Reserve

Oregon Drive Accessway

Lot 1 DPS 80302 (CT 58D/585)

0.0263ha

Vested DPS 80302

LP (accessway)

Lions Walk

Sec 57 SO 42737 Blk VI Tauhara SD

0.8115ha

Gazette 1983 p3267

Recreation Reserve

Lot 19 DPS 6123 Blk VI Tauhara SD
(CT 15A/1492)

0.0372ha

Gazette 1961 p742

Recreation Reserve

Lot 32 DPS 6123 Blk VI Tauhara SD
(CT 15A/1493)

0.0819ha

Gazette 1961 p742

Recreation Reserve

Sec 48 SO 40078 Blk VI Tauhara SD

1.9601ha

Gazette 1983 p3267

Recreation Reserve

Lot 37 DPS 6123 Blk VI Tauhara SD
(CT 15A/1494)

0.0078ha

Gazette 1961 p742

Recreation Reserve

Lakefront Reserve [Road
Reserve-Wharewaka]

ROAD RESERVE-NO LEGAL
DESCRIPTION

Secombe Park

Sec 65 SO 49706 Blk VI Tauhara SD

Wharewaka Point

Pt Sec 120 SO 40316 (CT 39A/897)

Five Mile Bay Reserve

Legal Road

9.7554ha

Gazette 1979 p458

Recreation Reserve

Gazette 1961 p1534

Recreation Reserve

Lot 128 DPS 43662 (CT 39A/897)

0.7276ha

Vested DPS 43662

Recreation Reserve

Lot 25 DPS 10376 (CT 1B/1319)

0.6829ha

Vested DPS 10376

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Lot 48 DPS 12262 (CT 1B/1319)

1.5075ha

Vested DPS 12262

Recreation Reserve

Lot 52 DPS 12262 (CT 1B/1319)

0.9055ha

Vested DPS 12262

LP (esplanade) Reserve

Tauhara Middle 4A1Q42 (CT 1495/14)

0.582ha

Gazette 1964 p1847

Recreation Reserve

Tauhara Middle 4A1Q43 (CT 1495/14)

1.8337ha

Gazette 1964 p1847

LP (esplanade) Reserve
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5. PLANTING SPECIES LIST
This table lists tree species considered appropriate for planting within the lakeshore reserves.
The main criteria for the species selected are that they:
•
•
•
•
•
•

enhance the existing character and amenity
are hardy enough to cope with the climatic conditions
are not associated with any management issues such as wilding, suckering and poor form
contribute to an interesting variety of trees and reflect the seasons
consider the surrounding urban environment
consider the purpose and use of the reserve.

Species will be selected appropriate to the particular site, taking into account the points outlined
in the policy section for vegetation.
This list is subject to review as new information becomes available.
TAPUAEHARURU BAY LAKESHORE RESERVES - TREE SPECIES LIST

NATIVE SPECIES
Species Name

Common Name

Evergreen/
Deciduous

Approx
Mature
Height

Approx
Mature
Width

Under 10m high
1

Alectryon excelsus

Titoki

evergreen

9m

5m

2

Aristotelia serrata

Wineberry

semi-deciduous

7m

4m

3

Dodonaea viscosa

Akeake

evergreen

7m

3m

10m to 20m high
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1

Cordyline australis

NZ cabbage tree

evergreen

12m

3m

2

Fuchsia excorticata

Tree fuchsia/ kotukutuku

deciduous

12m

6m

3

Griselinia littoralis

Papauma/ broadleaf

evergreen

15m

4m

4

Hoheria populnea

Lacebark

evergreen

11m

4m

5

Kunzea ericioides

Kanuka

evergreen

12m

4m

6

Plagianthus regius

Ribbonwood

evergreen

10m

4m

7

Pseudopanax species

Various

evergreen

12m

4m

Sophora tetraptera

Kowhai

semi-deciduous

12m

5m

8

20m to 30m high
1

Agathis australis

Kauri

evergreen

30m

8m

2

Knightia excelsa

Rewarewa

evergreen

25m

4m

3

Nothofagus solandari

Black beech

evergreen

20m

5m

4

Nothofagus fusca

Red beech

evergreen

30m

5m

5

Phyllocladus trichomanoides

Tanekaha/ celery pine

evergreen

20m

4m

6

Podocarpus totara ‘Aurea’

Golden totara

evergreen

25m

4m

7

Prumnopitys taxifolia

Matai

evergreen

25m

5m

Higher than 30m
1

Dacrycarpus dacrydioides

Kahikatea

evergreen

65m

7m

2

Dacrydium cuppresinum

Rimu

evergreen

35m

8m

3

Podocarpus totara

Totara

evergreen

30m

8m

EXOTIC SPECIES
Species Name

Common Name

Evergreen/
Deciduous

Approx
Mature
Height

Approx
Mature
Width

Under 10m high
1

Acer palmatum

Japanese maple

deciduous

7m

8m

2

Aesculus x carnea

Red horse chestnut

deciduous

8m

5m

3

Albizzia julibrissin ‘Rosea’

Silk tree

deciduous

9m

6m

4

Alnus glutinosa ‘Imperialis’

Cut-leaf alder

deciduous

9m

6m

5

Luma apiculata

Myrtus luma

evergreen

7m

6m

10m to 20m high
1

Cornus capitata

Dogwood

evergreen

15m

8m

2

Eucalyptus leucoxylon
‘Rosea’

Winter flowering gum

evergreen

12m

4m

3

Eucalyptus pauciflora

Snow gum

evergreen

18m

5m

4

Sorbus aucuparia

Mountain ash/ rowan tree

deciduous

12m

6m

20m to 30m high
1

Banksia integrifolia

Coast Banksia

evergreen

25m

6m

2

Betula sp.

Birches

deciduous

25m

10m

3

Carpinus betulus

Hornbeam

deciduous

25m

18m

4

Cryptomeria japonica

Japanese cedar

evergreen

25m

6m

5

Liquidambar styraciflua

Liquidambar/ sweetgum

deciduous

25m

10m

both types

25m

12m

6

Magnolia sp.
Higher than 30m
Fagus sylvatica

European beech

deciduous

35m

15m

2

Fraxinus species

Ash

both types

25m

10m

3

Gleditsia triacanthos

Honeylocust

deciduous

40m

20m

4

Larix decidua

European larch

deciduous

40m

6m

5

Pice omorika

Dwarf Serbian spruce

evergreen

35m

6m

6

Quercus species

Oak trees

deciduous

30m

15m

7

Tilia x vulgaris

Common lime

deciduous

30m

15m

8

Ulmus glabra ‘Lutescens’

Golden elm

deciduous

30m

20m

SHRUB SPECIES
1

Olearia paniculata

NZ tree daisies

evergreen

4m

3m

2

Phormium tenax

Flax

evergreen

3m

3m

3

Pittosporum eugenioides

Tarata, lemonwood

evergreen

8m

4m

4

Pittosporum tenufolium Var Black mapou
‘Colensoi’

evergreen

6m

3m
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