
WELCOME

Welcome to this year’s edition of Taupō District Council’s Paws for a Moment. It’s dog 
registration time again! This year your dog’s tag will be green, and will be issued to 
you once your 2018 registration fee has been paid. 

Every year we are required to review our dog registration fees. This year we 
consulted our community on the fees as part of the development of our Long-term 
Plan. As a result, we have removed the ‘Rural Other Dog’ category and these 
dogs now attract the same fee as the ‘All Other Dogs’. We believe this is a fairer, more 
consistent approach when considering the service we provide across the district. 
Working dogs will continue to attract a discounted rate to reflect the requirement for 
farms to have multiple dogs that are used primarily for herding or driving stock.

The good news is we are offering a prompt payment discount for the ‘All Other 
Dogs’ category. Pay before July 1 and receive a $10 discount. Desexed dogs attract an 
additional reduction of $10. 

For the majority of dog owners who pay on time, the overall cost of registration has 
been reduced.  

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO PAY YOUR REGISTRATION
   online.taupo.govt.nz/my-account/dogs 

(You’ll need your customer number and dog owner number)

  Internet banking 

   In person at a council office 

  Cheque (by post)

You can find more payment details on 
your registration form. Please get in 
touch before July 1 if you are having 
trouble paying your registration fee.

Just a friendly reminder, it’s a 
legal requirement for all dogs to 
be registered and microchipped 
by the age of three months. If you 
own a dog that is not registered, 
you could be liable for a $300 fine 
and your dog may be impounded.

Last year over 99.5% of owners 
registered their dogs. Thank you!
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It is our goal to provide a great service to our 
community, visitors and animals in our district. 

Your registration fee helps fund services 
that look after dogs, owners, and visitors 
including:

■■■■Animal shelters in Taupō and Turangi 
– reuniting lost dogs with their owners 
and providing an adoption service for 
unwanted dogs.

■■■■Dog enforcement – ensuring dangerous 
dogs are taken off  the street so they 
don’t pose a danger to other dogs, 
animals and people.

■■■■Dog safety education programme – helping 
schools, community and other groups 
understand how to be safe around dogs.

■■■■Dog exercise areas – places where dogs 
can exercise off -lead.

■■■■Dog bag dispensers – placed throughout 
the district in our reserves.

■■■■Signage – about dog bylaws and legal 
requirements.

■■■■Open space patrols – to ensure owners 
and their dogs are complying with dog 
management requirements in public 
places across the district.

SPECIAL DOG POLICY
Our special dog policy rewards responsible dog owners with a discount on their dog 
registration fee. To apply for a special dog policy discount, you’ll need to have a clear history 
without justifi ed complaints for: 
■■■■Roaming
■■■■Impounding
■■■■Justifi ed complaints
■■■■Late registration payments

Your property also needs to have secure fencing, allowing visitors to reach the front door 
without meeting your dog. Find out more at taupo.govt.nz/dogsonline 

To remain eligible for the discount you’ll need to keep your registration up to date, and 
ensure fencing is in place and inspected by the Council if you move to a new home. 

Get in touch if you’d like more information.

PARVO – THE DEADLY VIRUS

For many of us, our dogs are part of our family. Looking after your family includes 
reducing the chance of them getting sick. 

Vaccinations are a great way to do this. In the Taupō District we have a high rate 
of the deadly canine parvovirus (parvo). This virus is contagious and frequently kills 
puppies and adult dogs. It starts with tiredness, vomiting, fever and diarrhoea, and 
quickly progresses to a weakened immune system and death within a few days. 

You can protect your puppy or dog from parvo and other illnesses by getting them 
vaccinated at your local vet.

  ADOPT-A-DOG ON FACEBOOK  
Did you know you can check out dogs available for rehoming on our Taupō 
District Adopt-a-Dog Facebook page? See pictures and brief descriptions 
of dogs looking for new homes along with details of how you can get in touch 
with us. We also share our favourite rehoming stories. 

Go online, like our page, and tell your friends. Check it out now at 
facebook.com/TaupoDistrictAdoptaDog
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FINDING FOREVER HOMES
SINCE THE ADOPT-A-DOG Facebook page began over four years ago, 
the number of dogs adopted from the Taupō Dog Pound has continued 
to increase. 

Many people fi nd their new pet through the Facebook page. We had 
126 adoptions in 2017, compared to 191 in 2016. We have already had 
28 dog adoptions this year to the end of April.

We receive dogs in all shapes and sizes and we always have new dogs 
who need forever homes. Our high rehoming numbers are also thanks to 
the hard work from the SPCA Taupō, Animal Care Turangi, Community Animal 
Rescue and Education (CARE), and other rescue groups. We are incredibly 
lucky so many members of our community are willing to welcome these 
dogs into their lives.

FREE DESEXING PROGRAMME
TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL, in association with Department of Internal 
Aff airs (DIA), is currently promoting a free neutering (desexing) campaign 
for menacing dogs. There is a discount for microchipping and registering
 of new menacing dogs if required. 

Five dog breeds are automatically classed as menacing and should be 
neutered:

■■■■Brazilian Fila
■■■■Dogo Argentino
■■■■Japanese Tosa
■■■■Perro De Presa Canario
■■■■American Pit Bull Terrier
Neutering can be expensive, so we’re encouraging owners to take up this 

off er. The free service is made possible through funding from the DIA.
Contact us for more information.

  BEING A GREAT DOG OWNER  
EACH SUMMER WE conduct daily dog patrols of our 
district’s parks and reserves. These patrols are done to help 
keep these spaces safe for dogs and their owners, along with 
other members of the community. 

We use these patrols as an opportunity to educate locals 
and visitors about use of leads in public places and the 
location of off -leash dog exercise areas. This summer we 
increased the number of patrols, handing out information 
cards and free doggy bag lead dispensers. 

The patrol team received a lot of positive feedback from 
our community. Many were unaware of the excellent off -
leash areas available. This includes Seacombe Park, which is 
located next to the lake. Some were also unaware that dogs 
are not allowed in any children’s play areas. Many young 
children do not know how to interact safely with dogs, and 
are at risk of dog bites. 

We will be continuing the patrols throughout the year, and 
love meeting dogs and their owners! Come and say hello the 
next time you see us in your local park.

PAWS FOR A MOMENT 2018
taupo.govt.nz

L
A

K
E

 P
H

O
T

O
G

R
A

P
H

Y



PAWS FOR A MOMENT 2018
taupo.govt.nz

DOG EXERCISE AREAS
Dogs may be exercised off leash in the following public places provided they  
are kept under continued control of the person responsible for the dog(s):

TAUPŌ
■■ Control Gates Reserve.
■■ Spa Thermal Park (excluding children’s 

play equipment area). ● 
■■ Kimberley Reserve. ●
■■ Tamatea Water Reserve.
■■ Titoki Water Reserve. 
■■ Hawai Street Reserve.
■■ Secombe Park. ●
■■ Besley Park. ●

KINLOCH
■■  Marina Terrace Reserve. ●

MANGAKINO
■■  Part of Mangakino Recreational Reserve 

– south of Lake Road between Lake 
Maraetai and golf course. ●

TURANGI
■■ Te Rangiita/Waitetoko Lakeside Reserve.
■■ Waipapa Reserve. ●
■■ Taupahi Road Reserve. 

■■ The grassed area between Turangi Park 
and the houses between Aonini Road  
and Wharekaihua Grove that back  
on to the reserve.

SOUTHERN SETTLEMENTS
■■ Kuratau Pukawa Lakeshore Recreation 

Reserve adjacent to Lake Taupō  
from Pihanga Road to the end of  
Motutaiko Street.

■■  Kuratau Esplanade Reserve from  
the cliff top area to Ihaia Road  
(excluding the beach area).

■■ Pukawa South Recreation Reserve  
known as Pukawa Common  
(excluding area between roadway  
and lake).

■■ Whareroa Esplanade Reserve  
adjacent to Lake Taupō  
(known as Kowhai Flats). ●

DOGS ARE RESTRICTED  
OR PROHIBITED FROM  
THE FOLLOWING AREAS  
(EXCEPT WHEN IN A VEHICLE)

DOG RESTRICTED AREAS

TAUPŌ
■■■■Lakefront Reserve – below the 

embankment from the Lake 
Terrace pump station (excluding 
the access road through to and 
including the Sea Scout building). 
✸■●

■■■■Two Mile Bay Reserve and  
the beach area (excluding  
the walkway). ✸■●

■■■■The part of the beach area 
(excluding the walkway) from 
Mapou Road to Kowhai Road, 
Taupō. ✸

■■■■Wharewaka Reserve and beach 
area (excluding the walkway) 
from below Kohatu Parade to 
Wharewaka Point. ✸

■■■■The beach area at Acacia Bay North.

TURANGI
■■■■The shopping mall, Turangi town 

centre.

SOUTHERN SETTLEMENTS
■■■■Lakeshore Recreation Reserve 

adjacent to Lake Taupō from 
Kuratau River mouth to the end of 
Motutaiko Street. ✸

 ■■■■Pukawa Esplanade Reserve 
■■■■Esplanade Reserve at Hatepe. ✸■●

KINLOCH

■■■■Esplanade Reserve. ✸■●

DOG PROHIBITED AREAS

■■■■Taupō AC Baths , Turangi Turtle Pools, 
 and Mangakino Community Pool.

■■■■All council sports grounds and 
children’s play equipment areas.

✸■■DOGS PROHIBITED FROM  
1 DECEMBER TO 31 MARCH  
BETWEEN 9AM AND 7PM 

●■■DENOTES AREAS WITH  
POOP BAG DISPENSERS

TAUPŌ DISTRICT COUNCIL
Main office 
46 Horomatangi Street, Taupo 
Ph 07 376 0899 • Fax 07 378 0118 • Ph 0800 275 832 
taupo.govt.nz

Service Centre – Town centre, Turangi 
Ph 07 386 7017 • Fax 07 386 8449

Service Centre – Town centre, Mangakino
Ph 07 882 8191 • Fax 07 882 8330

ANIMAL CENTRE
The Animal Centre houses the Taupō 
District Pound and Taupō SPCA. It is on 
Delany Drive, Taupō (entrance through 
Owen Delany Park off Centennial Drive).

Opening hours 
Monday to Friday – noon to 2pm.

Do the right thing! We provide dog poop bags, so please use them and dispose of them responsibly.


